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The RACP opposes the death penalty in all instances.  
 
It is a grave breach of human rights.  
 
Doctors are committed to the preservation of life and human dignity, and capital punishment has no 
place in a civilized society. 
 
Thirty years ago, only 16 countries around the world had abolished capital punishment, now, it has 
been abolished in nearly two-thirds of countries. 
  
The RACP recognises the efforts of the Australian government to promote a moratorium on use of the 
death penalty.  
 
Continued advocacy to end capital punishment around the world is a must.  
 

 
Ends 

 
Follow the RACP on Twitter: https://twitter.com/TheRACP 

 
About The Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP): The RACP trains, educates and 
advocates on behalf of more than 14,600 physicians – often referred to as medical specialists – and 
6,000 Trainee members across Australia and New Zealand. The College represents more than 32 
medical specialties including paediatrics & child health, cardiology, respiratory medicine, neurology, 
oncology and public health medicine, occupational & environmental medicine, palliative medicine, 
sexual health medicine, rehabilitation medicine and addiction medicine. Beyond the drive for medical 
excellence, the RACP is committed to developing health and social policies which bring vital 
improvements to the wellbeing of patients. www.racp.edu.au   
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