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Why collaborate?
• Game theory
• Funding opportunities
• Sharing knowledge and skills
• To compete with the rest of the world

Examples
• The Australian Paediatric Surveillance Unit
• International Network of PSUs



The APSU: an example of collaboration

• Established May 1993
• Unit of the Division of Paediatrics, RACP
• Collects national epidemiological data
• uncommon childhood diseases 
• Monthly reporting by all child health 

specialists



How the APSU works 
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APSU Contributors, 2002

Paediatric 
subspecialists

37%

Surgeons
4%

Psychiatrists
3%

Other child health
1%

General 
paediatricians

55%



Annual return rate of monthly cards
1993-2002
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WA 95%
(97)

Annual return rate distribution 2002

SA 88%
(94)

QLD 96%
(163)

NSW 97%
(410)

NT 88%
(12)

VIC 96% (250)
ACT 93% (19)

TAS 86% (18)



APSU Studies
• Infectious diseases
• Vaccine-preventable diseases
• Other preventable disorders
• Genetic disorders
• Birth defects
• Accidents and injuries
• Psychological disorders 
>19 completed; 12 current
>150 investigators; > 100 publications



Collaborators
• National Centre in HIV Epidemiology 

and Clinical Research
• National Centre for Disease Control, 

DHFS
• National Enteric Pathogens 

Surveillance Lab, Melbourne
• National Centre for Immunisation 

Research
• National Perinatal Statistics Unit 
• NSW Birth Defects Register
• Tropical Public Health Unit, Cairns
• SWS Area Health Authority
• International PSUs
• Australian Polio Expert Cttee
• AIHW

• Epidemiology Branch NSW Health 
Department

• WHO
• Telethon Institute for Child Health 

Research, WA
• ANZ Paediatric Nephrology Ass
• Australian Society of Clinical 

Immunology and Allergy
• Victorian Infectious Diseases 

Reference Laboratory
• CHARGE Association
• Rett Syndrome Association
• Centre for Prevention Psychological 

Problems in Children
• Oz Food Net

Australian paediatricians



International Network of Paediatric Surveillance UnitsInternational Network of Paediatric Surveillance Units
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••14 countries14 countries

••56 million children < 15y56 million children < 15y

••~10,000 ~10,000 paediatricianspaediatricians

••>200 studies>200 studies



Why is the APSU needed ?

• uncommon disorders have huge impact 
• national data 

– Low population, rare diseases, inand outpatients 
– Barriers include state/territory health, isolation

• means of standardised data collection
• mechanism for rapid surveillance
• mechanism for collaborative research
• enables participation of paediatricians
• educational resource  
• information to guide practice, prevention, health resources
• catalyst for research 



Acknowledgments

• Australian paediatricians 
• Study investigators 
• APSU Board & Scientific Review Panel
• Division of Paediatrics, RACP
• Dept Health and Ageing


