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Executive Summary 

There is overwhelming evidence that fossil fuels harm health, damage the environment, 
deepen health inequities, and undermine sovereignty of Indigenous peoples and lands. For 
example, researchers estimate that fossil fuel driven air pollution causes over five million 
excess deaths globally each year.1 Fossil fuels cause climate change and related extreme 
weather, and both fossil fuel pollution and climate change threaten water and food security. 
In response to the harms and risks of fossil fuels, the world is transitioning to renewable 
energy. The transition is a crucial opportunity to integrate human health and the health of the 
natural systems on which we depend – often described as a planetary health approach.2 
Such an approach can help ensure that health and environmental harms are not embedded 
into the systems that replace fossil fuels.3  

To move towards a healthy future beyond fossil fuels we are calling upon Australian 
and Aotearoa New Zealand governments to: 

  
Phase out fossil fuels 

   

  
Invest in renewable energy 

   

  Centre Indigenous sovereignty and partnerships 

   

  
Reduce energy use and increase energy efficiency 

   

 
 Support healthcare system action, including 

electrification and preventive health 
   

  Monitor and evaluate the impact of transition 
policies on health and Indigenous equity 

This position statement outlines the health impacts of fossil fuels; considers the 
challenges of ensuring a just transition away from fossil fuels that prioritises Indigenous 
justice, health equity, and planetary health; and puts forward policy recommendations to 

Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand governments at every level. 
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Some of the complexities arising from these recommendations are:  

• Phasing out fossil fuels rapidly without compromising Indigenous justice, health 
equity, and planetary health, noting that near-term action can bring health benefits 
and cost savings.4 

• Ensuring that renewables projects are co-designed with both Indigenous and local 
communities and health and environmental experts.  

• Ensuring energy security as we move away from coal, gas, and oil, including 
accessibility, affordability, equity, and reliability.  

• Supporting worker health, safety, and livelihoods for those still working in the fossil 
fuels industry, those leaving the fossil fuels industry, and those moving into 
renewables. 

• Partnering with communities to meet place-based needs, while ensuring coordination 
and funding from governments and sharing of best practice across communities.5 

The health sector has previously demonstrated how collective action can achieve 
wins for community health, for example through tobacco and gun control. In Australia, 
health sector advocacy led to the development of the National Health and Climate Strategy, 
with health professionals continuing to work closely with the Australian Government on 
implementation.6 The RACP has played a leading role in advocating for climate health 
action. The transition away from fossil fuels is another opportunity for doctors, health 
professionals, and the broader sector to unify to protect health now and into the future.  

 

While products derived from fossil fuels (for example, plastics, gels, and fertilisers) are 
pervasive and may be associated with health harms directly and through associated 
pollution, this position statement focuses on the health effects of fossil fuel extraction and 
combustion mediated through direct environmental damage and pollution and through 
climate change. 

 

 

This position statement is a useful resource for RACP members, other doctors 
and health professionals, and organisations working across health, Indigenous 
justice, climate, and the environment. It is also intended to support 
communities, patients, advocates, and anyone seeking to better understand 
the health impacts of fossil fuels and policies that can help ensure a just, 
healthy transition. 
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Recommendations 
To protect community and environmental health now and in the future, the transition away 
from fossil fuels must prioritise health equity and Indigenous justice and avoid past 
approaches that have compromised the health of workers, Indigenous owners, local 
communities, and broader populations. 

 

 
1. Phase out fossil fuels  

 

The RACP calls upon Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand governments to rapidly 
phase out fossil fuels to protect health, with support to affected communities, by:  
1.1. Preventing new fossil fuel extraction projects and expansions of existing projects 
1.2. Rapidly reducing existing extraction and use of fossil fuels 
1.3. Stopping fossil fuel subsidies and redirecting this expenditure to renewable energy  
1.4. Requiring companies that extract fossil fuels and large emitters to pay for harm 

caused to health and the environment, including biodiversity and climate impacts, 
with strong enforcement mechanisms and payments flowing to affected 
communities 

 

 
2. Invest in renewable energy 

 

The RACP calls upon Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand governments to develop 
and invest in renewable energy projects and supporting infrastructure, systems, and 
processes to protect and promote health including:  
2.1. Integrating health and Indigenous justice into energy planning and policy 
2.2. Investing in renewable energy projects that are Indigenous led or co-designed 
2.3. Requiring all renewable energy projects to prioritise health equity and undertake 

Health Impact Assessments 
2.4. Ensuring renewable energy infrastructure and systems are climate resilient 
2.5. Ensuring renewable energy and related infrastructure and projects prioritise 

biodiversity 
2.6. Subsidising renewable energy projects and access to renewable energy for 
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communities, including solar panel installation 
2.7. Prioritising energy security, affordability, and justice 
2.8. Ensuring workers in fossil fuel phase-out impacted industries are provided with 

training and financial, career, and mental health support to transition into employment 
in other sectors, including the renewables sector 

2.9. Tackling disinformation that downplays the benefits of renewables, while ensuring 
community concerns about the energy transition are heard and addressed   

 

 
3. Centre Indigenous sovereignty and partnerships 

 

 

The RACP calls upon Australian governments to centre Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander sovereignty, leadership, and knowledges in the transition away from fossil 
fuels, by:  

3.1. Developing Indigenous-led and co-designed governance and engagement 
mechanisms  

3.2. Embedding and resourcing relationship building and engagement with Elders, 
knowledge holders, leaders, and communities through the full policy cycle, including 
design, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation 

3.3. Centring and elevating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ways of knowing and 
doing across all climate adaptation and mitigation strategies whilst upholding 
Indigenous data and knowledge sovereignty 

3.4. Supporting and funding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander led initiatives including 
access to renewable energy and healthy, energy efficient, and climate-safe housing 
that provides access to Country 

 
The RACP calls upon the Aotearoa New Zealand Government to embed Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi as a foundational principle in the transition away from fossil fuels by: 

3.5. Establishing enduring partnership mechanisms with iwi (kinship group/tribe) and 
Māori across climate, energy, environment, and health portfolios 

3.6. Embedding Mātauranga Māori (Māori knowledge) and kaupapa Māori (Māori 
approach) approaches in climate adaptation and mitigation strategies 

3.7. Supporting iwi (kinship group/tribe) and hapū (kinship group/sub-tribe)-led 
decarbonisation, energy, and resilience initiatives, including community energy, 
housing, transport, and food system transitions 
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4. Reduce energy use and increase energy efficiency 

 
The RACP calls upon Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand governments to support 
the transition to renewables through reducing energy use and increasing energy 
efficiency measures that harness health benefits including: 
4.1. Establishing mechanisms and structures to support implementation of Health in All 

Policies, whole-of-government, and place-based approaches 
4.2. Investing in well-connected infrastructure that increases active transport use and 

safety, for example bicycle and pedestrian paths, prioritising underserviced areas 
4.3. Prioritising public and active transport into planning of new developments and 

upgrades of existing infrastructure 
4.4. Supporting and incentivising community participation in energy efficient commutes 
4.5. Facilitating construction of buildings, including housing, to meet high health and 

environmental standards through regulation and incentives 
4.6. Supporting the retrofit of existing buildings, including housing, to increase energy 

efficiency and reduce reliance on gas through regulation and incentives 
4.7. Ensuring the involvement of health and environmental experts as food systems 

transition away from fossil fuels  

 

 
5. Support healthcare system action 

 

The RACP emphasises the important role of the healthcare sector, including medical 
colleges, in transitioning beyond fossil fuels, and calls upon Australian and Aotearoa 
New Zealand governments to support healthcare systems to be leaders in a healthy 
transition to renewable energy by: 
5.1. Investing in preventive health to reduce climate-related health impacts and flow-on 

healthcare service demand 
5.2. Incentivising, and investing in programs that drive high value care 
5.3. Supporting hospitals and health services to become all-electric, including new builds 

and retrofitting of existing structures 
5.4. Exploring renewable energy generation and on-site storage capabilities for health 

services 
5.5. Developing and implementing procurement processes that promote environmentally 

sustainable supply chains across public and private sectors 
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6. Monitor and evaluate progress on health and Indigenous 
equity 

 
The RACP recommends ongoing monitoring and evaluation to track progress, impact 
and effectiveness of government initiatives including the prioritisation of health 
equity and Indigenous justice in the transition to renewables including: 
6.1. Recognising Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and Māori sovereignty, knowledges 

and leadership, including culturally safe governance and decision-making 
arrangements in monitoring and evaluation processes 

6.2. Resourcing Indigenous-led monitoring, evaluation, and data governance, ensuring 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and Māori have authority over how 
data is collected, interpreted, and used 

6.3. Providing Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, Māori, and local communities with access 
to data to support development of indicators that measure climate-health impacts, 
equity outcomes, and system resilience 

6.4. Monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of policies in addressing the 
determinants of health for improved health outcomes, including mechanisms to 
ensure cross-sectoral collaboration in policy development and implementation 

6.5. Embedding place-based and place-sourced approaches that respond to local 
community needs, strengths, and contexts 
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Introduction 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the International Energy Agency 
(IEA), the World Health Organization (WHO), and other international institutions have joined 
communities, governments, and organisations across the globe in calling for a reduction of 
fossil fuel extraction and use.4, 7, 8 The transition to renewable energy is already underway in 
the face of growing disinformation on climate change and renewable energy and an 
uncertain political landscape. However, global action has lacked the vision and urgency 
demanded by the risks posed. While the Paris Agreement goal of limiting global heating to 
1.5 °C may not be met in the coming years, breaching this threshold does not have to be 
permanent if effective action to reduce emissions is taken. Each incremental increase in 
emissions will intensify climate hazards, making rapid emissions abatement imperative.4, 9  

“Deep, rapid, and sustained mitigation and accelerated implementation of 
adaptation actions in this decade would reduce projected losses and 
damages for humans and ecosystems, and deliver many co-benefits, 
especially for air quality and health. Delayed mitigation and adaptation 
action would lock in high-emissions infrastructure, raise risks of stranded 
assets and cost-escalation, reduce feasibility, and increase losses and 
damages. Near-term actions involve high up-front investments and 
potentially disruptive changes that can be lessened by a range of enabling 
policies.” IPCC Climate Change 2023 Synthesis Report4 

The IPCC’s emphasis on the benefits of taking action urgently and the costs of deferring 
action apply to climate health action.4 To maximise health gains and cost savings enabling 
policies need to consider healthy equity and Indigenous justice.  

Recognising and addressing underlying causes  
Health research and policy have long recognised that health depends not only on healthcare 
systems, but also on the social, environmental, cultural, historical, commercial, political, and 
other conditions in which we live. As well as providing high quality healthcare, we must pay 
attention to the upstream drivers (or the causes of the causes) of health outcomes, such as 
the impacts of fossil fuel extraction and use.10 Understanding and addressing these impacts 
requires multidisciplinary research and multi-sector policy across health, and disciplines and 
portfolios such as atmospheric, climate, environmental, and social sciences, energy, and 
economics. 

A just, healthy transition 
A just transition is “a vision-led, unifying and place-based set of principles, processes, and 
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practices that build economic and political power to shift towards a sustainable economic 
system that ensures social justice”.2 While social justice generally encompasses health, as a 
medical college committed to health equity and Indigenous justice, we have framed this 
document around the need for both a just and a healthy transition.  

Foundations for working towards Indigenous justice 
The RACP Constitution speaks to respecting and promoting the principles in the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart (Uluru Statement), Te Tiriti o Waitangi (Treaty of 
Waitangi) (Te Tiriti), and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP).  

Both Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand have endorsed UNDRIP which describes the 
rights Indigenous peoples have to self-determination and spirituality, including in relation to 
lands and waters, and the “conservation and protection of the environment and the 
productive capacity of their lands”.11 These documents are foundational for supporting a just, 
healthy transition to renewable energy.  

In Aotearoa New Zealand, policies implementing the transition away from fossil fuels must 
be grounded in Te Tiriti, which establishes enduring obligations of partnership, shared 
authority, and active protection of Māori wellbeing. The health of Māori is inseparable from 
the health of te taiao (natural world). Environmental degradation caused by fossil fuel 
dependence disrupts whakapapa (genealogy) relationships with land, water, and 
ecosystems, undermining Māori pathways to healing, balance, and intergenerational 
wellbeing. A Tiriti-consistent approach to climate and energy transition requires Māori 
leadership in governance, policy design, and implementation, ensuring that decarbonisation 
restores and protects te taiao, supports hauora Māori (Māori health), and advances climate 
justice and system sustainability. 

In Australia, the Uluru Statement restates the sovereignty of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and calls for Makarrata, a Yolngu word describing a process of conflict 
resolution, peace-making and justice.12 Reflecting the Uluru Statement and UNDRIP, truth-
telling, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander-led governance and rights to Country, including 
access and management are crucial to addressing climate challenges.13, 14, 15 Australia’s 
National Climate Risk Assessment recognises Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
as one of the “key systems that support Australian society and are at risk from climate 
change.”16 The risk assessment includes the Climate Risks to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples report, which covers nationally significant climate risks identified by 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as part of the assessment process.17 
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Fossil fuels impact our health 
The extraction and combustion of fossil fuels cause health harms through occupational 
exposures, air, soil, and water pollution, and worsening climate change, including extreme 
weather events. Many of these impacts, along with competition for water, land, and finance, 
in turn threaten food and water security. Traditional Custodians, workers in fossil fuel 
industries, and communities living near extraction sites are particularly at risk. Occupational 
exposures across both coal and gas industries occur via inhalation, dermal contact, and 
ingestion, with risk determined by exposure intensity, duration, and control measures.18 

As an Australasian medical college, our focus is on health impacts of climate change from 
fossil fuel extraction and use in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand. However, fossil fuel 
driven climate change is also a global health issue – with local emissions contributing to the 
Earth’s heating, atmospheric dispersion of air pollution, and pressures on food and water 
security.19 

Fossil fuels drive the health harms of climate change 
Fossil fuels and land use change are the key cause of anthropogenic climate change, with 
annual carbon dioxide emissions from fossil fuels still rising.20 Temperatures in Australia are 
already about 1.5 °C warmer than in 1910 when modern scientific records began.21 In 
Aotearoa New Zealand temperatures have also increased.22 Climate change is also causing 
other interconnected impacts including sea level rise, worsening extreme weather events, 
and rainfall pattern changes.  

Australia’s National Climate Risk Assessment details the pervasive and compounding ways 
that climate change is impacting and will continue to impact all areas of our lives from health 
to national security. Climate change poses serious risks to the self-determination, 
connection to Country, and health and wellbeing of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. Communities across Australia will have less time to recover between severe 
weather events and experience more days of extreme weather.16 

In Aotearoa New Zealand, climate similarly affects all aspects of life, from the built 
environment to governance systems. The National Climate Change Risk Assessment for 
New Zealand identifies risks to Māori wellbeing and ties to whenua (land, territory, nation) 
while emphasising that Mātauranga Māori (Māori knowledge) is essential for effective 
climate adaptation. Risks extend to water supply, infrastructure, and social cohesion.23 

These climate shifts are directly impacting health, homes, and livelihoods of communities. 
They are also causing changes in disease vectors, increased air pollution, and food and 
water quality and security issues.  

These exposures can cause fatalities, physical trauma and injury, heat stress illnesses, 
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respiratory, cardiovascular, gastrointestinal, neurological, and metabolic disease, adverse 
perinatal and neonatal outcomes, malnutrition, psychological stress and mental illness, 
vector-borne disease, and other epidemic illnesses.24, 25, 26, 27, 28  

The health impacts of fossil fuel driven climate change are already causing avoidable 
deaths, loss of life years, decreases in labour productivity, and are putting pressure 
on often already stretched healthcare systems. Climate change is already a 
motivating factor driving doctors away from the Northern Territory, impeding 
workforce retention,29 with implications for recruitment and continued provision of 
healthcare to Territorians.  

Outdoor and resource-sector workers face increasing heat stress risks due to climate 
change, with implications for renal, cardiovascular, and injury outcomes.30 These effects will 
continue to worsen without deep and rapid reductions in fossil fuel extraction and use.4 

Coal harms our health and the environment  
When coal is extracted and burned for energy, it releases greenhouse gases (GHG) and 
toxic pollutants that harm human health and the environment.31, 32 Biodiversity disruption and 
loss is also a consequence, including through deforestation.33 Air pollution from coal-fired 
power plants includes particulate matter, sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, polyaromatic 
hydrocarbons, metals, and ionising radiation. These emissions are associated with poorer 
cardiovascular, respiratory, and cancer outcomes.34 Further, diesel particulate matter, 
classified as a Group 1 carcinogen, is a significant exposure in mining environments.35 

Open cut coal mines and health impacts of coal in Queensland 

All coal mines in Aotearoa New Zealand and most coal mines in Australia are open cut, 
with the remainder being underground.36, 37 Open cut mining has been linked to lung 
disease, including coal worker’s pneumoconiosis (CWP) in Australia, confirming that the 
risk is not limited to underground mines.38, 39, 40  

Coal dust lung diseases have been an ongoing problem for coal workers globally, 
persisting despite the implementation of workplace dust exposure limits.41, 42 In 
Queensland, between June 2024 and July 2025, 126 of 292 workers with new notifiable 
dust lung diseases had their primary exposure in the mining, resources, and quarrying 
industry.43 Some of these dust lung diseases occurred in miners whose only exposure 
was working in open cut coal mines. 

A retrospective cohort study of Queensland coal mine workers found mortality and cancer 
impacts, including an increased incidence of lung cancer for male workers in construction 
and production work categories. Impacts did not vary greatly between open cut and 
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underground mines. While overall mortality and cancer mortality was reduced when 
looking at all workers in the study, this was likely due to factors such as the ‘Healthy 
Worker Effect’ as mortality of workers is typically lower than the general population.44 

Proximity to coal-fired power plants has detrimental impacts on health, with communities 
often experiencing multiple exposures. Impacts include perinatal impacts, such as low birth 
weight and pre-term delivery.34 Globally impacts have generally been worse for low-income 
communities, due to less access to healthcare, limited alternative employment, and fewer 
safe relocation options.45 Coal mining also has emotional wellbeing impacts, for example 
from losing landscape and farms, particularly in areas where there is a lot of coal mining, for 
example, in the Hunter Region in New South Wales.46 

Gas harms our health and the environment 
Globally, evidence of the adverse health impacts of gas extraction and use across a range of 
geological, chemical, and regulatory conditions provide a strong basis for caution in Australia 
and Aotearoa New Zealand.19  

Like coal extraction, gas extraction worsens climate change and detrimentally impacts the 
health of communities and the environment, including biodiversity. For example, 
communities living close to gas operations have higher hospitalisation rates for adult heart, 
lung, and neurological disorders and for some childhood cancers. 19  

GHG trap infrared radiation in the atmosphere, rather than letting it pass through to 
space.47 Methane (also called “natural gas”) traps 82 times the heat energy of carbon 
dioxide when considered over a 20-year period (global warming potential 20 or 
GWP20). It has a lifetime of about 12 years. Continued gas extraction will push up 
global heating significantly in the short-term, hampering decarbonisation efforts and 
worsening climate health impacts. 4, 19, 20 

Methane escape throughout the gas extraction, transport, and consumption process is a 
major concern – wasting energy, contributing to climate change, and creating air pollution.48, 

49, 50 Modelling based on liquid natural gas (LNG) exports from the United States of America 
suggests that LNG has the same or higher GWP as coal when using GWP20, with the 
liquefaction process being energy intensive and generating significant emissions.51, 52 

Burning more methane could push world over dangerous tipping points 

Methane’s short-term global heating intensity could risk triggering climate change tipping 
points. These thresholds, once surpassed, lock in self-perpetuating and serious 
consequences that will be impossible to reverse. These include West Antarctic Ice Sheet 
collapse and retreat of mountain glaciers, which are both already at risk.  
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Related to tipping points is the planetary boundaries framework. It sets out nine global 
environmental processes at risk from human activity, seven of which have been breached, 
increasing the risk of tipping points.53, 54 Tipping events are predicted to have global impacts, 
including in Australasia, such as catastrophic bleaching of the Great Barrier Reef and sea 
level rise from ice sheet collapse. Subsequent impacts, including on employment, food and 
water security, biodiversity, and worsening of flooding and other extreme weather events 
carry significant health and economic risks.55, 56, 57 

Unconventional gas extraction carries health risks 

Unconventional shale, tight and coal seam gas extraction involving hydraulic fracturing (also 
called “fracking”) impact air and water quality, food and water security, and biodiversity. 
Unconventional resource extraction requires the use of added chemicals and the release of 
chemicals from deep underground that can contaminate groundwater and pollute the air 
through wastewater and flaring. Added and released chemicals include metals such as 
arsenic and lead, volatile organic compounds such as benzene and toluene, and radioactive 
materials such as uranium and radium. Hydraulic fracturing requires vast amounts of water, 
which can worsen water insecurity, and in turn reduce water available for ecosystems and 
farming. Contamination of and changes to the salinity, nutrient availability and pH of soil also 
impacts farming through smaller crop yields. 19  

For workers, exposure to silica used in hydraulic fracturing sand has toxic effects on organ 
systems. In the United States of America, concerns have been raised about the risk of 
silicosis from hydraulic fracturing. 19, 58, 59 Workers also suffer ill health from exposure to 
chemicals used in extraction and those present in wastewater. 19  

Studies based on exposure and proximity have found associations between 
unconventional gas operations and birth outcomes, including lower birth weight and 
higher rates of small for gestational age.32 Children are also more vulnerable with 
studies showing more frequent asthma exacerbation and hospitalisations in 
unconventional gas production areas.60 

While coal seam gas does not always require hydraulic fracturing,61 it still carries 
environmental and health harms, including through significant water and chemical use, with 
significant exposure pathways for contaminated water. Methane and carbon dioxide 
emissions, including fugitive emissions are also a concern. 19, 62 

Gas appliances pollute homes, schools, and hospitals 

Gas cooking and heating appliances in homes release pollutants and GHG emissions, which 
can impact health. Almost half of all homes in Australia and almost 20% of homes in 
Aotearoa New Zealand have gas cooktops.63, 64 In Aotearoa New Zealand, a 2025 analysis 
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estimated 208 deaths of adults over 30 years, 775 all ages respiratory hospitalisations, and 
236 all ages cardiovascular hospitalisations linked with gas stove use. The report also 
estimated an increase in childhood asthma prevalence, building on Australian studies that 
have found links between indoor gas appliance use in homes and an increase in the level of 
childhood asthma. Unflued gas heaters are also a source of indoor air pollution in homes.64 
Further, while not used in other states and territories, children are still exposed to unflued 
gas heaters in many schools in NSW.65 Many hospitals across Australia and Aotearoa New 
Zealand use gas for heating, hot water, and sometimes cooking or electricity generation 
within buildings.66 

Fossil fuel transportation drives air pollution and costs of living 
Fossil fuels combusted by vehicles cause air pollution, contribute to climate change, and 
harm health.67 Transport emissions include PM2.5, which can lodge deep in the lungs and 
enter the bloodstream, causing lung, heart, and other diseases.68, 69  

Current and historic geopolitical instability and conflict have highlighted Australia 
and Aotearoa New Zealand’s dependence on fossil fuels, particularly on oil.70, 71 
Increased gas and petrol prices can significantly impact the costs of living, worsening 
health inequities. This has wide-ranging consequences, including food availability 
and affordability,72 which are crucial for good health. 

Fossil fuel exports generate health harms beyond national borders 
Fossil fuels deepen global health inequities. As one of the world’s largest exporters of coal 
and gas, Australia’s export of carbon dioxide and air pollution is consequential to global 
health. Extraction of fossil fuels for export eclipses domestic use, with 74% of natural gas, 
88% of black coal, and 96% of crude oil production exported.73 Aotearoa New Zealand is 
aiming to increase its exports of metallurgical coal thus also increasing its export of carbon 
dioxide emissions and pollution.74  

Continued fossil fuel exports cause health harms abroad as well as at home. Further, as the 
burning of fossil fuels worsens climate change, the effects are felt across the world. Death, 
injury, illness, displacement, and loss of food and water security are felt most acutely by 
populations who have contributed least to the problem.4 High income countries such as 
Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand have a responsibility and an opportunity to lead in the 
transition away from fossil fuels.  

This responsibility is reflected in the International Court of Justice’s (ICJ) 2025 Advisory 
Opinion on climate change. Its opinion was that countries have binding obligations to protect 
the climate system and environment from GHG emissions under climate change treaties, 
international human rights law, and other relevant international law. Further, fossil fuel 
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production, consumption, licenses for exploration, and subsidies may be considered 
internationally wrongful acts that could give rise to legal consequences including cessation 
and reparations. Significantly for Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand, the ICJ noted that 
each state’s responsibility can be decided with recourse to science by looking at each 
country’s share of GHG emissions. 75 

Fossil fuels drive biodiversity loss and ecosystem instability 
Biodiversity is the variety of life forms and ecosystems in an area or the world. It is its own 
complex, interconnected life support system for everything that lives within it, including 
humans. We rely on biodiversity for all aspects of our lives, including clean air and water, 
food security, and healthcare. Thriving biodiversity also allows communities to enjoy nature, 
providing mental health benefits, and has a critical economic role across many sectors 
including tourism and agriculture.  

Biodiversity supports the sequestration of carbon dioxide by plants, algae, 
phytoplankton and soil microbes, helping to mitigate climate change. It can help 
protect against zoonotic diseases and is a crucial source for compounds used in 
medicines.76, 77, 78, 79  

Further, for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, health and identity are inextricably 
linked to Country, and for Māori, wellbeing is connected to whenua (land, territory, nation). 
Protection of biodiversity is necessary for spiritual connection and customs.12, 80 

Biodiversity is in decline in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand, and fossil fuel-driven 
climate change and habitat destruction by fossil fuel projects are key factors in this 
decline.81, 82, 83 Climate impacts from fossil fuels can cause detrimental reinforcing cycles. 
For example, climate change is making it harder for coastal mangroves to survive, which in 
turn fuels climate change as mangroves are important for carbon sequestration.84 The 
impact of fossil fuels on global tipping points poses grave risks for biodiversity.  

While impacts on many species are known, there are likely further impacts that we are not 
yet aware of. These harms and risks to biodiversity threaten the very life support systems 
that help ensure human health and support the economies we depend on. 
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Connection to lands underpins Indigenous 
health 
The RACP recognises the diversity that exists within Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, and 
Māori communities. There are also commonalities, including a deep ongoing connection to 
land, waters, and natural ecosystems. This interconnectedness is crucial for health and 
wellbeing across Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, and Māori cultures.85, 86, 87 For Aboriginal 
peoples, this connection is enduring even when living off Country.81  

For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders, individual social and emotional wellbeing is 
inseparable from family and community. Connection to culture, Country, spirituality, and 
ancestors form part of wellbeing.88 Māori also consider a healthy environment essential for 
good health.89  

Māori models of health 

For Māori, the holistic approach to health and wellbeing is often described using the Te 
Whare Tapa Whā / health as a whare (house) model. The house has four sides:  

• Taha tinana (physical health): the body 
• Taha hinengaro (mental health): the mind 
• Taha whānau (family health): close relationships 
• Taha wairua (spiritual health): meaning and purpose12  

The Te Pae Māhutonga (Southern Cross constellation) model of Māori health is also 
relevant, identifying four key tasks of health promotion:  

• Mauri Ora (cultural wellbeing) 
• Waiora (physical environment) 
• Toiora (healthy lifestyles) 
• Te Oranga (participation in society)  

The Te Pae Māhutonga model also identifies two foundations of health promotion: Ngā 
Manukura (community leadership) and Te Mana Whakahaere (autonomy).90 
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Colonisation and exploitation of Indigenous lands and resources 
Significant challenges rooted in colonisation, including separation from lands and political 
marginalisation, have led to impacts such as changes to dietary patterns and cultural 
practices and disproportionate disease burden for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples and Māori.85, 91, 92  

Climate change is compounding existing disparities in health and wellbeing for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples, intensified by disproportionate impacts felt due to the 
close physical and spiritual connection to Country.93, 94 Disparities in health also exist for 
Māori stemming from colonisation and dispossession of lands, resources, and waters.  

Fossil fuel extraction has historically exploited Indigenous lands and resources globally.87, 91 
Recent analysis suggests that at least 16% of the lands conserved by Indigenous peoples 
and local communities with close connections to their collective land face significant 
development pressure from commodity-based and extractive industries.95 Changes to land 
and water from fossil fuel extraction and related infrastructure has a significant impact on the 
health of Indigenous peoples due to their deep physical, spiritual, and cultural connection to 
the land.88 In Australia, examples of environmental and cultural harms include Woodside’s 
North West Shelf expansion in WA impacting 50,000 year old Murujuga rock art, and the 
Santos Barossa Gas Project pipeline which will pass close to the Tiwi Islands, risking 
disruption to the Songline of the Crocodile Man.96, 97  

Fighting threats to lives, lands, culture, and wellbeing  
Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, and Māori people have long been fighting threats to their 
lives, lands, culture, and wellbeing from colonisation.85, 87, 98 In the 1990s, the Mirarr people 
brought together thousands of people to Kakadu to stop the proposed Jabiluka uranium 
mine proceeding and to ensure rehabilitation of the land from mining works.99, 100 More 
recently, Traditional Owners have fought back against Beetaloo Basin and Middle Arm 
Sustainable Development Precinct projects intended for hydraulic fracturing and 
petrochemical processing.101  

In 2024 in Aotearoa New Zealand, Māori led protests to stop the passing of the Treaty 
Principles Bill, which would have wound back Māori rights. This would have removed 
environmental protections inherent in these rights and likely had a detrimental impact on 
Māori health. The Bill was defeated at its second reading.102, 103, 104   

On a global scale, Indigenous Knowledges are increasingly being recognised as key for 
guiding solutions for Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities across a wide range of 
areas including climate change, ecology, and health.4, 105 
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Fossil fuels worsen health inequities 
Globally and within Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand, policies that continue fossil fuel 
extraction and the consequent harm from climate impacts are deepening health inequities.106  

Communities already experiencing socioeconomic disadvantage are most at risk of health 
harm from fossil fuels and fossil fuel-driven climate change. Low-income107 and rural and 
remote communities,108 as well as people with disabilities and chronic illnesses, already face 
increased morbidity and mortality.109,110 Populations experiencing the greatest 
socioeconomic disadvantage in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand have a reduced life 
expectancy of 7.6 and 5.9 years, respectively.111, 112  

Countries that have benefited the least from fossil fuel extraction and use often face the 
worst consequences of fossil fuel-driven climate change.113 This includes Australia and 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s neighbouring countries in the Pacific that are exposed to climate 
impacts, particularly due to low-lying settlements, lower socio-economic development, and 
tropical climates.24  

Intergenerational equity is a key aspect of health equity. Current and future generations of 
children face significant health risks from fossil fuels, including air pollution, gas appliance 
exposure, climate-related health impacts, and the absence of safe and healthy environments 
to support their health and wellbeing.114, 115  

Health equity between and within countries and generations can be improved through 
attention to the social, environmental, cultural, historical, commercial and political 
determinants of health, including the elimination of policies and processes that damage 
health now and/or risk damaging health in the future.106, 116, 117  

Commercial and political determinants are intertwined and influential 
Commercial determinants (private sector activities that impact health)118 are particularly 
influential with privatised energy markets reducing health equity through impacts from 
emissions and energy price pressures.119, 120 Commercial and political determinants of 
health are closely linked, as the politicisation of climate change shapes the extent and pace 
of policy action, with implications for both climate outcomes and health equity. 
Misinformation and disinformation are increasingly part of this problem, although ways to 
combat climate disinformation have emerged in response.118, 121, 122, 123  

Political determinants “operate as a systematic process of structuring relationships, 
distributing resources, and administering power, all mutually reinforcing or influencing one 
another to shape opportunities that either advance health equity or exacerbate health 
inequities.”124 Political determinants are one of the drivers of social and other determinants 
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of health.125 While individual and community action is important, it is governments that need 
to lead action on moving away from fossil fuels. Companies use lobbying and advertising to 
exert influence, achieving benefits such as high levels of subsidies, showing the interaction 
between political and commercial determinants.100  

Addressing inequities through inclusive, participatory approaches 
Health in All Policies and whole-of-government inclusive and participatory approaches 
provide opportunities to address these inequities. 100, 116 Together these approaches are 
community-focussed, collaborative and multisectoral and integrate health, wellbeing, and 
equity considerations into all stages of policy development, program design, and service 
delivery across all policy portfolios. These approaches can promote community 
engagement, shared accountability, and coherence between sectors to identify synergies, 
prevent harmful health impacts, and improve overall population health.126  

Renewable energy in South Australia 

South Australia is on track to reach 100% net renewable energy by 2027, with current 
levels at over 70%.127 The state’s transition to renewable energy in a private energy 
market shows how popular support, political will, and policy development and 
implementation can guide a transition to renewable energy and thus reap the related 
health benefits.128 Holistic conceptions of health across Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, and Māori can also be supported by, and support, such multisectoral 
approaches. 
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Phasing out fossil fuels for a healthy 
future 
Phasing out fossil fuels is the key goal the transition to renewable energy is built around, and 
this shift is already underway. Our challenge is to meet the IPCC’s call for deep, rapid 
emissions reductions, while ensuring we move towards a future that prioritises health and 
Indigenous justice rather than repeating mistakes related to fossil fuel extraction and use.  

Continuing to burn fossil fuels is driving climate change, harming health and the 
environment, and costing billions.129 This includes financial assistance subsidising 
fossil fuel activities. Australian governments provided AU$14.9 billion worth of 
spending and tax breaks to fossil fuel producers and major users in 2024-25.130  

The need to transition to renewable energy is clear and many governments, businesses, and 
community organisations have committed to do so. On an international level the IPCC and 
WHO’s work emphasises this need and at COP28, countries committed to transitioning 
away from fossil fuels.4, 131, 132 At COP29, a financing goal for developing countries of 
US$300 billion by 2035 was agreed to and at COP30, the Belém Health Action Plan was 
launched to strengthen health sector climate resilience. 133, 134, 135 

Stopping the extraction and use of fossil fuels will bring health and environmental benefits. 
Cleaner air reduces disease, hospitalisations, and deaths from air pollution.136 Preventing 
further soil and water pollution helps food and water safety and security.137 Reducing carbon 
dioxide and methane emissions from fossil fuel projects will slow climate change and the 
associated poor health outcomes, including lung and heart disease, infectious disease 
transmission, and mental illness.19  

Projected carbon dioxide emissions from existing and planned fossil fuel infrastructure would 
exceed the carbon budget for limiting global heating to 1.5 °C, making new fossil fuel 
extraction and long-term extraction incompatible with limiting heating and the subsequent 
health, environmental, and economic impacts.4 However, such measures would need to be 
carefully managed to ensure flow-on impacts on energy prices do not harm consumers, 
particularly priority populations least able to bear the costs. 4, 7 

Costs of deferring climate action 
As well as the significant benefits to health in the short and long-term, there are economic 
benefits of transition. The benefits of limiting global heating outweigh the costs, particularly if 
the health benefits are considered. Globally, the costs of adaptation and net economic 
damages will increase as global heating increases. Higher temperatures correspond to 
increased intensity of impacts including from extreme weather. Further, as climate impacts 
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intensify, it will become more challenging and more expensive to find adaptations that can 
protect humans and the environment.  

Deferred action leads to increased harm to people and environments and increased 
damage and emergency costs. Proactive adaptation can harness cost savings 
through working planned maintenance cycles and avoids maladaptation and lock-in, 
where current decisions limit future adaptation options.  

Deferring adaptation can reduce the availability of options once hard limits to adaptation are 
reached. For example, wetlands and mangroves unable to adapt due to adjacent human 
development and sea level rise will not be able to recover once drowned.4, 138 

Accountability for health and environmental harm 
The ICJ’s 2025 Advisory Opinion on climate change is reflected on a national scale in 
climate litigation to hold fossil fuel producers accountable for health and environmental 
harm, directly and through climate and biodiversity impacts.139 This includes Indigenous-led 
rights-based climate litigation across the world, including in Australia and Aotearoa New 
Zealand.14 Governments have a role in holding companies that extract fossil fuels and large 
emitters accountable for the negative externalities of their operations, including those arising 
from their climate emissions. Independent, community-led health and environmental impact 
assessments determining liability are important with payments directed to affected 
communities for healthcare, environmental restoration, and economic transition. Strong 
enforcement mechanisms are also required. 

 

 
Recommendation 1: Phase out fossil fuels  

The RACP calls upon Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand governments to rapidly 
phase out fossil fuels to protect health, with support to affected communities, by:  
1.1. Preventing new fossil fuel extraction projects and expansions of existing projects 
1.2. Rapidly reducing existing extraction and use of fossil fuels 
1.3. Stopping fossil fuel subsidies and redirecting this expenditure to renewable energy  
1.4. Requiring companies that extract fossil fuels and large emitters to pay for harm 

caused to health and the environment, including biodiversity and climate impacts, 
with strong enforcement mechanisms and payments flowing to affected 
communities 
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Working together for a future built on 
renewable energy 
Investing in renewable energy is key to reducing demand for fossil fuels7 and bringing about 
health and environmental benefits. The evidence on how best to transition away from fossil 
fuels is growing with significant policy leadership, research, and modelling studies. There is 
still a need to build public health research and share knowledge and best practice through 
education and initiatives that encourage community participation. 

Co-designing governance for place-based approaches  
Building co-designed governance systems alongside Indigenous organisations is core to 
ensuring Indigenous justice is actively prioritised during the transition.  

First Nations Clean Energy Network 
In Australia, the First Nations Clean Energy Network is an important example of 
Indigenous leadership. It brings together Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and 
organisations to ensure clean, affordable, reliable renewable energy, as well as secure 
jobs on Country. The network advocated for the First Nations Clean Energy Strategy, 
which prioritises energy access for First Nations communities, as well as equitable 
partnerships and economic benefits.140, 141 Ongoing implementation and sustained funding 
of this strategy will be important to Indigenous health and justice during the transition.  

Communities including marginalised voices and those who will be most impacted need to be 
included in policy design, implementation, and evaluation to understand how best to 
navigate change in a way that aligns with the goals of Indigenous health and justice and 
health equity. Governance systems must also prioritise place-based and place-sourced 
approaches to reflect different community needs and strengths. While central leadership and 
investment is needed, community-based responses must be community-led. Effective action 
means understanding and responding to local social, economic, and geographic contexts.142 
Further, multisectoral collaboration, multi-perspective evidence on impacts on costs, benefits 
and equity, financial levers that protect health, and participation and inclusion in decision-
making are key. 

Minimising the health risks of transitioning away from fossil fuels 
The transition away from fossil fuels will have wide-ranging impacts on health, including 
through energy security and affordability issues, job insecurity for workers in fossil fuel 
reliant industries, and community disruption and impacts on the economic wellbeing of 
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communities that depend on fossil fuel activity for income. Approaches such as Health in All 
Policies can help identify and mitigate risks to health during the transition.143  

Significant climate related health risks will persist throughout transition and for decades 
beyond due to locked in global heating and the complex compounding effects of climate 
change. Embedding climate resilience as part of the transition process can help protect 
health and reduce transition costs.4 A just transition will also mitigate health impacts related 
to economic disruption by supporting all communities, especially those built upon fossil fuel 
extraction and those on low incomes, to transition to new and sustainable local economies.  

In a context where the unprecedented is becoming the norm and future challenges may 
depart drastically from past experiences of disaster, building strong, healthy, connected 
communities is crucial. A just transition will require doing what we already know needs to be 
done urgently – phasing out fossil fuels – while also accepting that we do not hold all the 
solutions and need to commit to an ongoing process of learning and asking questions as we 
progress towards a healthy future beyond fossil fuels.  

Support for priority populations, including alternative employment 
We all currently rely on fossil fuels and moving away from them will require adjustments from 
us all.  

Communities directly involved in fossil fuel extraction, those facing socioeconomic 
disadvantage, rural and remote communities, renters, elderly people, and others 
without the financial means and flexibility to ease any challenges of transition require 
support. This will need to include not just financial investment but other support such 
as social, educational, and community-based services to ensure the transition is fair, 
inclusive, and does not exacerbate existing inequities.  

This must include support for workers and communities directly involved in the fossil fuel 
industry to transition to alternative employment, including in the renewable energy industry. 
Support needs may include training, financial support, mental health support, and career 
support, with systems for support co-designed by impacted communities. 

Disinformation and the cost of renewable energy  
While disinformation (false information intended to mislead) and misinformation (false or 
inaccurate information) downplay the capacity of renewable energy and suggest that it 
increases the cost of living, these claims are not supported by the evidence.144, 145, 146, 147 For 
example, although building renewable energy infrastructure requires upfront government 
and private investment, the major drivers of energy price rises have been gas prices pushing 
up wholesale electricity prices, coal-fired power station outages, and other market factors, 
not renewable energy. For gas, export prices have significantly influenced domestic 
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prices.148, 149 Increased costs of living and rising income inequality have significant impacts 
on health.150  

By contrast, the declining cost of renewable energy, and financial and other support to low 
income households to access low carbon technologies, have the potential to ease financial 
pressure on households, delivering health benefits through reduced stress and more 
disposable income for other essential needs.7 Further, investment in renewable energy can 
provide opportunities for meaningful work that contributes to global climate goals.151  

However, as with all capital infrastructure, renewable energy have health and environmental 
costs. Resource extraction, on-site and off-site construction, transportation, maintenance, 
and other processes have emissions and environmental costs and there are risks for 
workers.152 A planetary health approach that prioritises community engagement and 
Indigenous justice can help improve processes, address community concerns, and mitigate 
risks from the outset. 

 

 
Recommendation 2: Invest in renewable energy 

The RACP calls upon Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand governments to develop 
and invest in renewable energy projects and supporting infrastructure, systems, and 
processes to protect and promote health including:  
2.1. Integrating health and Indigenous justice into energy planning and policy 
2.2. Investing in renewable energy projects that are Indigenous led or co-designed 
2.3. Requiring all renewable energy projects to prioritise health equity and undertake 

Health Impact Assessments 
2.4. Ensuring renewable energy infrastructure and systems are climate resilient 
2.5. Ensuring renewable energy and related infrastructure and projects prioritise 

biodiversity 
2.6. Subsidising renewable energy projects and access to renewable energy for 

communities, including solar panel installation 
2.7. Prioritising energy security, affordability, and justice 
2.8. Ensuring workers in fossil fuel phase-out impacted industries are provided with 

training and financial, career, and mental health support to transition into employment 
in other sectors, including the renewables sector 

2.9. Tackling disinformation that downplays the benefits of renewables, while ensuring 
community concerns about the energy transition are heard and addressed  
  



 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 29 

Prioritising Indigenous sovereignty, 
partnerships, and co-design 
Indigenous leadership must be central to the clean energy transition. In the Hauora Report 
on Stage One of the Health Services and Outcomes Kaupapa Inquiry the Waitangi Tribunal 
emphasised that tino rangatiratanga “means nothing less than Māori having decision-making 
power over their affairs, including hauora Māori [Māori health]”.  

Tino rangatiratanga is translated as “the fullest expression of rangatiratanga, 
autonomy, self-determination, sovereignty, self-government” in the Hauora Report.153  

As detailed in the RACP’s Advice to the Australian Federal Treasury on modelling the health 
impacts of climate change, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’ connection to 
Country “is intrinsically intertwined with the importance of human, land and sovereign rights 
to a wellbeing of health and healing.”  

Further, “the work of Aboriginal Land Councils, Indigenous land management, custodianship 
of elders, and cultural ecological approaches with a focus on Indigenous ecological 
knowledge are examples of how this connection of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples to Country continues to this day and creates greater autonomy and corresponding 
health benefits.”93  

Solar power for Aboriginal communities in WA 

The Kimberly Communities Solar Saver Program enables access to shared rooftop solar 
and equitable distribution of financial benefits. It is co-funded by the Australian and 
Western Australian Governments through Horizon Power, the WA Government-owned 
regional and remote energy provider. It was co-designed with local Aboriginal 
communities around partnership, equity, and local priorities.154 

The national climate risk assessments in Aotearoa New Zealand and Australia both commit 
to principles and processes including rangatiratanga (leadership and autonomy) and kia 
mahi ngātahi (engagement and participation), and co-design respectively.16, 23 There is a 
continued need for policy and action in Aotearoa New Zealand and Australia that prioritises 
Indigenous sovereignty and leadership. Indigenous peoples have deep knowledge of place, 
including knowledge and lived experience of adaptation, and this should be recognised. This 
must be done through processes that Indigenise and decolonise and are non-extractive. 
Upholding Indigenous data sovereignty and knowledge needs to be part of these processes. 
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Recommendation 3: Centre Indigenous sovereignty and 
partnerships 

 

The RACP calls upon Australian governments to centre Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander sovereignty, leadership, and knowledges in the transition away from fossil 
fuels, by:  

3.1. Developing Indigenous-led and co-designed governance and engagement 
mechanisms  

3.2. Embedding and resourcing relationship building and engagement with Elders, 
knowledge holders, leaders, and communities through the full policy cycle, including 
design, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation 

3.3. Centring and elevating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander ways of knowing and 
doing across all climate adaptation and mitigation strategies whilst upholding 
Indigenous data and knowledge sovereignty 

3.4. Supporting and funding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander led initiatives including 
access to renewable energy and healthy, energy efficient, and climate-safe housing 
that provides access to Country 

 
The RACP calls upon the Aotearoa New Zealand Government to embed Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi as a foundational principle in the transition away from fossil fuels by: 

3.5. Establishing enduring partnership mechanisms with iwi (kinship group/tribe) and 
Māori across climate, energy, environment, and health portfolios 

3.6. Embedding Mātauranga Māori (Māori knowledge) and kaupapa Māori (Māori 
approach) approaches in climate adaptation and mitigation strategies  

3.7. Supporting iwi (kinship group/tribe) and hapū (kinship group/sub-tribe)-led 
decarbonisation, energy, and resilience initiatives, including community energy, 
housing, transport, and food system transitions 

 

  



 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 31 

Investing in health and energy efficiency  
Reducing energy use and increasing energy efficiency decreases fossil fuel-related pollution 
and GHG emissions, and the consequent health harm both locally and globally. Efficient, 
responsible energy use also assists the transition by slowing increasing rates of energy 
demand.155 Energy efficiency and energy use reduction initiatives can also bring about 
health benefits beyond those arising from avoided fossil fuel harm. Whole-of-government 
Health in All Policies approaches are key to achieving health gains. Key opportunities in 
transport, buildings, and food systems are outlined below. 

Optimising transport for improved air quality and health 
Transport systems centred on active transport and public transport powered by renewable 
energy can improve health, reduce emissions, and protect communities against global oil 
price shocks, which can cause economic stress.156 Urban fabrics shaped around walking or 
public transport reduce GHG emissions per person, increase health benefits and improve 
equitable accessibility.157  

Active transport, such as walking or cycling, offers an important opportunity to 
increase physical activity as part of everyday living. Physical activity is linked to 
lower rates of obesity, heart disease, stroke, and childhood asthma, as well as 
improved mental health. Limited access to active transport options can contribute to 
unhealthy lifestyles and reliance on cars.158, 159 

Estimates suggest over 80% of children and adolescents and 46% of adults in Australia160 
and 42% of children and adults in Aotearoa New Zealand do not meet recommended 
physical activity levels.161, 162 

Public transport promotes incidental physical activity through walking between destinations 
and transport nodes, providing additional health benefits. Increasing public transport access 
in underserviced lower-socioeconomic areas can improve health outcomes and health equity 
for both physical and environmental health.158, 159 New and updated public transport 
infrastructure must be accessible and inclusive, including for people with a disability, to 
address barriers in current public transit systems such as limited step-free access, 
inaccessible stops and stations, and services that do not meet diverse mobility needs.163, 164  

Active and public transport systems should continue to be supplemented by schemes that 
support and subsidise access to privately owned and commercial transport for people with 
mobility needs, such as vehicle modification programs165 and taxi transport schemes166 in 
Victoria and New South Wales. Policies that support and incentivise community participation 
in green commutes are also an important part of greening transport, however, these must 
happen alongside investments in transport infrastructure and urban planning.167, 168, 169 
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The shift to electric vehicles is also important for decarbonising transport with global 
modelling studies showing health improvements due to cleaner air.170, 171 Countries such as 
Norway demonstrate that this is possible with government support. However, private car use 
also carries other health risks, including increased injury, obesity, and stress.67, 158, 159 
Reliance on cars can also influence how spaces are designed, encouraging urban sprawl 
and shaping location of homes, shops, and services. Further, sport utility vehicles (SUVs), 
which are significant proportion of the light vehicle market, are growing in size and number 
and release more emissions than smaller vehicles.172 Norway’s policy has been critiqued for 
encouraging use of private vehicles over public and active transport.173 Further, maximising 
emissions reductions from electric vehicles requires the electricity grids supplying power for 
vehicle recharging to be run on renewable energy.174 A focus on electric vehicle 
infrastructure and subsidies needs to be balanced with investment in infrastructure and 
support systems that also increase active and public transport. 

Building and retrofitting for health 
Energy efficient homes and workplaces lead to improved health outcomes and reduce 
energy usage. Living in a home with insufficient insulation, heating, or cooling can increase 
the risk of asthma and other lung diseases in winter and heat stress and related health 
problems in summer.159, 175, 176 

Children, older people, and low-income earners are disproportionately impacted by illnesses 
driven by heat or cold. 177 Prioritising energy efficiency improves health, particularly for 
communities most at risk. As well as lower rates of associated physical illness, better energy 
efficiency reduces economic stress. 159, 175, 176 

An Aotearoa New Zealand study of over 200,000 households that received an 
insulation subsidy through a government program found it resulted in a lower 
incidence of chronic respiratory disease and less medication needing to be 
dispensed for exacerbated chronic respiratory disease symptoms.175 A randomized 
controlled trial of energy efficiency and thermal comfort upgrades of low-income 
households in Victoria found that the intervention saved AU$887 per person in the 
healthcare system over winter, with the upgrade being cost-saving within three 
years.176  

Energy efficiency can be improved through insulation, passive cooling systems, ceiling fans, 
heat pumps, and induction cooktops, for new builds and existing buildings. 159, 178 Green Star 
ratings provide a framework for ensuring buildings are healthy and resilient.179  
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Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, and Māori advocacy for improved housing 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations and communities, including the 
National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation have long advocated to all 
levels of government for improved housing to benefit health. Improvements have included 
thermally and culturally appropriate design, energy efficiency improvements, and ensuring 
access to Country.180 More recent advocacy has also called for access to solar power, 
which will help reduce reliance on fossil fuels and reduce electricity costs.13 While policy 
levers to improve energy efficiency and increase solar uptake exist, there is an opportunity 
to develop more targeted policies to increase equity, including for Indigenous peoples and 
communities, rural and remote communities, and renters.181, 182, 183, 184  

Māori have also been advocating for housing to improve Māori wellbeing. The 
Whakawhanaungatanga Māori Wellbeing Model can be applied holistically, including to 
the built environment, public housing, and urban regeneration.185 A 2024 resource, “Māori 
Wellbeing: A Guide for Housing Providers” aims to “support those involved in housing 
provision and management to: Create spaces, places and connections that enhance and 
uplift the mana and mauri of Māori tenants.”186 

Transforming food systems to promote health 
The transition to renewable energy across all economic sectors is essential to protect health 
from fossil fuel harms. The nexus between food, health, and the environment means that the 
opportunities for health promotion in the transition of food systems is significant. Appropriate 
quantities of safe and nutritious food are essential for health. However, food systems that 
supply nutrient poor, energy-dense, highly processed food and maximise consumption are 
driving environmental harm and high levels of obesity and other non-communicable 
diseases.187, 188, 189  

The WHO and the EAT-Lancet Commission have put forward policy pathways that can help 
guide healthy, sustainable diets.190, 191 However, significant sociocultural and economic 
challenges exist in implementing healthier diets and potential trade-offs between food, water 
and energy supply will need to be managed.192, 193 A focus on Indigenous-led, equity-
focussed, and place-based responses will be important to address these challenges.  

While this position statement does not cover petrochemical harms, we note the reliance on 
fossil fuel-based fertilisers and pesticides within the agricultural industry and that their use 
will also need to be addressed as part of transitioning away from fossil fuels.194 
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Recommendation 4: Reduce energy use and increase 
energy efficiency 

The RACP calls upon Australian and Aotearoa New Zealand governments to support 
the transition to renewables through reducing energy use and increasing energy 
efficiency measures that harness health benefits including: 
4.1. Establishing mechanisms and structures to support implementation of Health in All 

Policies, whole-of-government, and place-based approaches 
4.2. Investing in well-connected infrastructure that increases active transport use and 

safety, for example bicycle and pedestrian paths, prioritising underserviced areas 
4.3. Prioritising public and active transport into planning of new developments and 

upgrades of existing infrastructure 
4.4. Supporting and incentivising community participation in energy efficient commutes 
4.5. Facilitating construction of buildings, including housing, to meet high health and 

environmental standards through regulation and incentives 
4.6. Supporting the retrofit of existing buildings, including housing, to increase energy 

efficiency and reduce reliance on gas through regulation and incentives 
4.7. Ensuring the involvement of health and environmental experts as food systems 

transition away from fossil fuels 
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Supporting healthcare systems to be part 
of the solution 
Healthcare systems in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand contribute 5.44% and 3.56% 
respectively to their national carbon footprints, with significant emissions from fossil fuel 
sources.195, 196 Both are already working to decarbonise to reduce their reliance on fossil 
fuels. Alongside this they are working to become more climate resilient.6, 195, 197  

Healthcare professionals are driving climate mitigation and broader environmental 
sustainability action in healthcare and beyond. The Global Green and Healthy Hospitals 
network has over 2,000 members in 88 countries representing more than 70,000 hospitals 
and health centres.198 In Australia, the health sector generally, including the RACP in 
particular, have been acknowledged as pivotal in the development of the National Health 
and Climate Strategy. New hospital projects such as the New Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital in Adelaide and the New Melton Hospital have incorporated sustainable design 
features and will be built all-electric, demonstrating healthcare sector leadership.199, 200  

Retrofitting of existing buildings will be necessary to electrify healthcare systems due to the 
longevity of building stock and is also an opportunity to improve climate resilience. The 
RACP has endorsed Healthy Futures’ All-electric Healthy Hospitals campaign, focussed on 
retrofitting hospitals across Australia. Nine pilot hospitals have been selected for feasibility 
studies across a range of climates and locations.201 Decisions on whether to retrofit or 
rebuild should consider the environmental sustainability, climate resilience, health, and 
healthcare service delivery-related costs and benefits of each option.202 

Forté Hospital in Aotearoa New Zealand is a leader in green building standards and net zero 
carbon emissions. It aims to prioritise people and planet in their operations and have been 
successful in reducing electricity use by 98% between 2021 and 2025 and diverting almost a 
third of all waste to recycling and reuse streams. Following these successes, Forté 
Hospital’s focus is staff commuting which makes up most of the hospital’s emissions. The 
hospital now runs a Workride program to encourage staff to use active transport.203, 204, 205 

Reducing emissions through prevention and high-value care 
Reducing demand for healthcare services is key to reducing health sector emissions. 

Extreme weather and other climate health impacts can increase health service 
demand.6, 93 Preventive measures focussed on improving determinants of health, 
including social, environmental, cultural, commercial, and political determinants, can 
have significant impacts on health, increasing resilience to climate health impacts.206  



 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 36 

Reducing the incidence and burden of acute and chronic disease in turn reduces emissions 
through lower demand for healthcare services, which reduces healthcare emissions. 

Incentives and initiatives such as the RACP’s Evolve program that aims to drive high value 
care are also key to reducing health sector emissions while improving patient outcomes by 
reducing harmful and low-value care.207 Alongside this, optimising models of care is a 
significant opportunity to benefit patient health and the environment.6 

Greening supply chains to lower Scope 3 emissions 
Scope 3 or indirect emissions contribute significantly to emissions. In Australia, they make 
up 68% of health system emissions, arising largely from pharmaceuticals, food and catering, 
and business services.195 Indirect emissions can be addressed through improved 
procurement processes. 6 Further opportunities exist particularly in renewably powered 
health services, for example, using large washers for sterilisation of single-use equipment to 
cut down on procurement costs.208 

Using artificial intelligence to benefit health in the transition 
The RACP recognises that artificial intelligence (AI) has a role in the future of clinical 
practice. AI can bring significant benefits including cost reductions and patient 
empowerment.209 AI can also play a broader role in the transition to renewable energy, for 
example in emissions reductions in the energy sector.210 

However, AI also carries risks, including environmental harm through significant water use 
and emissions, both of which can have subsequent health impacts. Healthcare systems can 
reduce harms by applying green procurement practices to AI such as prioritising suppliers 
who lower their environmental and climate impacts through the use of renewable energy and 
implementation of efficiency and optimisation strategies.209, 211 

Building climate resilience for continued delivery of high-quality care 
Energy security is particularly important for healthcare systems to ensure the continued 
delivery of safe, high-quality care. It is also crucial that healthcare systems can continue to 
provide care in the face of climate impacts including extreme weather events. The 
healthcare sector can play a leading role in the transition away from fossil fuels, particularly 
gas, by adopting all-electric infrastructure and investing in on-site renewable energy 
generation and storage.201 These actions strengthen energy resilience, reduce emissions, 
and demonstrate leadership in sustainable, climate-ready healthcare. 
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Climate and environmental sustainability work at the RACP 
Driven by a commitment to seeking improved health for all,212 the RACP has been 
advocating for climate action in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand for over a decade. The 
RACP played a key role in informing the development of Australia’s first National Health and 
Climate Strategy.213 We have joined other health colleges in committing to climate and 
environmental sustainability action,214 guided by our Environmental Sustainability Policy.215 
We have embedded climate change in key advocacy documents, led multi-college climate 
health advocacy, developed position statements and professional development resources, 
and are implementing a shift to renewable power supply across all RACP buildings and 
offices.216  

RACP members have led our climate and health work and have also been pivotal in bringing 
about change from within governments, healthcare systems, academic institutions, and 
advocacy organisations across Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand. The RACP will 
continue to work with members and partner organisations to help support a just, healthy 
transition away from fossil fuels, particularly in the delivery of healthcare.  

 

 
Recommendation 5: Support healthcare system action 

The RACP emphasises the important role of the healthcare sector, including medical 
colleges, in transitioning beyond fossil fuels, and calls upon Australian and Aotearoa 
New Zealand governments to support healthcare systems to be leaders in a healthy 
transition to renewable energy by: 
5.1. Investing in preventive health to reduce climate-related health impacts and flow-on 

healthcare service demand 
5.2. Incentivising, and investing in programs that drive high value care 
5.3. Supporting hospitals and health services to become all-electric, including new builds 

and retrofitting of existing structures 
5.4. Exploring renewable energy generation and on-site storage capabilities for health 

services 
5.5. Developing and implementing procurement processes that promote environmentally 

sustainable supply chains across public and private sectors 
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Monitoring, evaluation, and accountability 
A just, healthy transition requires monitoring and evaluation frameworks that demonstrate 
progress in improving health, energy, and Indigenous equity, with clear accountabilities and 
measurable indicators, and Indigenous governance and leadership.  

Monitoring and evaluation processes must be culturally grounded, culturally safe, inclusive 
and participatory, and enable dialogue, trust, connection, and shared learning. The Whānau 
Ora Outcomes Framework and Next Steps for Whānau Ora are useful resources for 
Aotearoa New Zealand contexts.217 In Australia, the Australian Evaluation Society First 
Nations Cultural Safety Framework provides advice for culturally safe evaluation.218  

Evaluation should assess the effectiveness of multisectoral collaboration126 and the quality of 
community engagement. Policy and investment decisions must reflect community feedback 
and emerging evidence, ensuring the transition remains responsive to community priorities. 
It is essential that monitoring and evaluation processes are incorporated from the outset of 
policy development and implementation, that they drive government accountability, and are 
invested in on an ongoing basis. 

 

 

Recommendation 6: Monitor and evaluate progress on 
health and Indigenous equity 

The RACP recommends ongoing monitoring and evaluation to track progress, impact 
and effectiveness of government initiatives including the prioritisation of health 
equity and Indigenous justice in the transition to renewables including: 
6.1. Recognising Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander and Māori sovereignty, knowledges 

and leadership, including culturally safe governance and decision-making 
arrangements in monitoring and evaluation processes 

6.2. Resourcing Indigenous-led monitoring, evaluation, and data governance, ensuring 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and Māori have authority over how 
data is collected, interpreted, and used 

6.3. Providing Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, Māori, and local communities with access 
to data to support development of indicators that measure climate-health impacts, 
equity outcomes, and system resilience 

6.4. Monitoring and evaluation of the effectiveness of policies in addressing the 
determinants of health for improved health outcomes, including mechanisms to 
ensure cross-sectoral collaboration in policy development and implementation 

6.5. Embedding place-based and place-sourced approaches that respond to local 
community needs, strengths, and contexts  
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Conclusion and next steps 
As physicians and trainee physicians our focus is on the health of communities. We 
understand the harms of fossil fuel extraction and combustion. We recognise that the 
transition away from fossil fuels is already underway and presents a key opportunity for 
positive health equity and Indigenous justice outcomes.  

This position statement explores some of the challenges that a healthy future beyond fossil 
fuels will bring, identifying recommendations, complexities, and areas for further exploration.  

The RACP recognises that advocating for a healthy transition will require driving coordinated 
action and influencing decision-making within and beyond the health sector and consistently 
calling for Indigenous leadership and co-design. It will also require us to recognise and 
navigate complexity, continue to ask questions and improve policies and processes as the 
transition progresses, and remain committed to improving health outcomes.  

For questions or comments about this position statement please contact the RACP’s Policy 
and Advocacy team at policy@racp.edu.au. 

 

 

  

mailto:policy@racp.edu.au


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 40 

Reference list
 

1 Lelieveld J, Haines A, Burnett R, Tonne C, Klingmüller K, Münzel T, et al. Air pollution deaths attributable to fossil fuels: 
observational and modelling study. BMJ [Internet]. 2023 Nov 29 [cited 2026 Feb 26];383(8410):e077784. Available from: 
https://www.bmj.com/content/383/bmj-2023-077784#:~:text=Results%20Globally%2C%20all%20cause%20excess  
2 Zhang Y, Barratt A, Rychetnik L, Breth-Petersen M. An Australian Glossary on Health and Climate Change [Internet]. Sydney 
(Australia): The Human Health and Social Impacts (HHSI) Node, The NSW Adaptation Hub.; 2021 Feb [cited 2026 Feb 26]. 
Available from: https://www.sydney.edu.au/content/dam/corporate/documents/faculty-of-medicine-and-health/research/centres-
institutes-groups/sustainability,-climate-and-health-collaboration/australian-glossary-on-health-and-climate-change.pdf  
3 See for more information on systems thinking and public health – Iyer HS, DeVille NV, Stoddard O, Cole J, Myers SS, Li H, et 
al. Sustaining planetary health through systems thinking: Public health’s critical role. SSM - Population Health [Internet]. 2021 
Jun 11 [cited 2026 Feb 26];15. Available from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8213960/  
4 IPCC. Climate Change 2023: Synthesis Report Contribution of Working Groups I, II and III to the Sixth Assessment Report of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change [Internet]. Geneva (Switzerland): IPCC; 2023 [cited 2026 Feb 26]. Available 
from: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_FullVolume.pdf 
5 See for more information on place-based approaches – Dart J. Place-based Evaluation Framework: A guide for evaluation of 
place-based approaches in Australia Prepared for the Queensland Government Department of Communities, Disability 
Services and Seniors (DCDSS), the Australian Government Department of Social Services (DSS), and Logan Together 
[Internet]. Queensland (Australia): Queensland Government Department of Communities, Disability Services and Seniors 
(DCDSS), the Australian Government Department of Social Services (DSS), and Logan Together; 2018 [cited 2026 Feb 26]. 
Available from: https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2019-06/apo-nid246351_1.pdf  
6 Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Health and Aged Care). National Health and Climate Strategy [Internet]. Canberra 
(Australia): Commonwealth of Australia; 2023 Dec [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/national-health-and-climate-strategy  
7 International Energy Agency . Net Zero Roadmap A Global Pathway to Keep the 1.5 °C Goal in Reach [Internet]. Paris 
(France): IEA; 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 23]. Available from: https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/8ad619b9-17aa-473d-8a2f-
4b90846f5c19/NetZeroRoadmap_AGlobalPathwaytoKeepthe1.5CGoalinReach-2023Update.pdf  
8 World Health Organization. Climate inaction is claiming millions of lives every year, warns new Lancet Countdown report. 
WHO [Internet]. 2025 Oct 29 [cited 2026 Mar 23]; Available from: https://www.who.int/news/item/29-10-2025-climate-inaction-
is-claiming-millions-of-lives-every-year--warns-new-lancet-countdown-report  
9 UNFCCC. Paris Agreement [Internet]. UNFCCC; 2025 [cited 2026 Apr 20]. Available from: https://unfccc.int/process-and-
meetings/the-paris-agreement  
10 Marmot M. Inclusion health: addressing the causes of the causes. The Lancet [Internet]. 2018 Jan 20 [cited 2026 Feb 
26];391(10117):186–8. Available from: https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)32848-9/fulltext  
11 United Nations General Assembly. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples : resolution / adopted by 
the General Assembly, A/RES/61/295 [Internet]. United Nations Declaration On The Rights Of Indigenous Peoples. United 
Nations; 2007 [cited 2026 Feb 26]. Available from: https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-
content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf  
12 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Indigenous Strategic Framework [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2018 [cited 
2026 Feb 26]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/indigenous-strategic-
framework.pdf  
13 HEAL Network, CRE-STRIDE. Climate Change and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Healthy Environments and 
Lives (HEAL) Network & Centre for Research Excellence in Strengthening Systems for Indigenous Health Care Equity (CRE-
STRIDE) [Internet]. Melbourne (Australia): Lowitja Institute; 2021 Nov [cited 2026 Feb 26]. Available from: 
https://www.lowitja.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Lowitja_ClimateChangeHealth_1021_D10.pdf  
14 Nona F, Matthews V, Vine K, Ireland L. Indigenous-led Rights-based Approaches to Climate Litigation [Internet]. Melbourne 
(Australia): Lowitja Institute; 2025 Jun [cited 2026 Feb 26]. Available from: https://www.lowitja.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2025/06/Indigenous-led-Rights-based-Approaches-to-Climate-Litigation-a-discussion-paper_June-2025-1.pdf  
15 Lyons I, Hill R, Deshong S, Mooney G, Turpin G. Putting uncertainty under the cultural lens of Traditional Owners from the 
Great Barrier Reef Catchments. Regional Environmental Change [Internet]. 2019 Feb 19 [cited 2026 Feb 26];19(6). Available 
from: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10113-019-01468-w#citeas  

 

https://www.bmj.com/content/383/bmj-2023-077784#:%7E:text=Results%20Globally%2C%20all%20cause%20excess
https://www.sydney.edu.au/content/dam/corporate/documents/faculty-of-medicine-and-health/research/centres-institutes-groups/sustainability,-climate-and-health-collaboration/australian-glossary-on-health-and-climate-change.pdf
https://www.sydney.edu.au/content/dam/corporate/documents/faculty-of-medicine-and-health/research/centres-institutes-groups/sustainability,-climate-and-health-collaboration/australian-glossary-on-health-and-climate-change.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8213960/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_FullVolume.pdf
https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2019-06/apo-nid246351_1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/national-health-and-climate-strategy
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/8ad619b9-17aa-473d-8a2f-4b90846f5c19/NetZeroRoadmap_AGlobalPathwaytoKeepthe1.5CGoalinReach-2023Update.pdf
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/8ad619b9-17aa-473d-8a2f-4b90846f5c19/NetZeroRoadmap_AGlobalPathwaytoKeepthe1.5CGoalinReach-2023Update.pdf
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-10-2025-climate-inaction-is-claiming-millions-of-lives-every-year--warns-new-lancet-countdown-report
https://www.who.int/news/item/29-10-2025-climate-inaction-is-claiming-millions-of-lives-every-year--warns-new-lancet-countdown-report
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(17)32848-9/fulltext
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/indigenous-strategic-framework.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/indigenous-strategic-framework.pdf
https://www.lowitja.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Lowitja_ClimateChangeHealth_1021_D10.pdf
https://www.lowitja.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Indigenous-led-Rights-based-Approaches-to-Climate-Litigation-a-discussion-paper_June-2025-1.pdf
https://www.lowitja.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Indigenous-led-Rights-based-Approaches-to-Climate-Litigation-a-discussion-paper_June-2025-1.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10113-019-01468-w#citeas


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 41 

 
16 Australian Climate Service. Australia’s National Climate Risk Assessment Report [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): 
Commonwealth of Australia; 2025 Nov [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-
assessment 
17 Australian Climate Service. Climate risks to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): 
Commonwealth of Australia; 2025 Sep [cited 2026 Apr 16]. Available from: 
https://www.acs.gov.au/documents/b261f65996d9427da1c1aff5c1abd4cb/about  
18 National Research Council (US) Committee on Environmental Epidemiology, National Research Council (US) Commission 
on Life Sciences. Exposure Assessment in Environmental Epidemiology. In: Environmental Epidemiology: Volume 2: Use of the 
Gray Literature and Other Data in Environmental Epidemiology. Washington, DC (Washington): National Academies Press 
(US); 1997. 
19 Haswell M, Hegedus J, Shearman D. The risks of oil and gas development for human health and wellbeing: A synthesis of 
evidence and implications for Australia [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): Office of the Deputy Vice Chancellor (Indigenous Strategy 
and Services), University of Sydney; 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.sydney.edu.au/news-
opinion/news/2023/09/04/health-evidence-against-oil-gas-piling-up-usyd-report-fracking-coal-shale.html   
20 IPCC. Climate Change 2021: The Physical Science Basis [Internet]. Geneva (Switzerland): IPCC; 2021 [cited 2026 Mar 23]. 
Available from: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/  
21 1Bureau of Meteorology, CSIRO. State of the Climate 2024 [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Commonwealth of Australia; 
2024 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/state-of-the-
climate  
22 Stats NZ. Temperature | Stats NZ [Internet]. Stats NZ. 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://www.stats.govt.nz/indicators/temperature/  
23 Ministry for the Environment. National Climate Change Risk Assessment for New Zealand Arotakenga Tūraru mō te Huringa 
Āhuarangi o Āotearoa - Main report Pūrongo Whakatōpū [Internet]. Wellington (Aotearoa New Zealand): Ministry for the 
Environment Manatū Mō Te Taiao; 2020 Aug [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/national-climate-change-risk-assessment-main-report.pdf  
24 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Climate Change and Health Position Statement [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): 
RACP; 2016 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/climate-change-
and-health-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=5235361a_5  
25 Rocque RJ, Beaudoin C, Ndjaboue R, Cameron L, Poirier-Bergeron L, Poulin-Rheault RA, et al. Health effects of climate 
change: an overview of systematic reviews. BMJ Open [Internet]. 2021 Jun 1 [cited 2026 Mar 23];11(6). Available from: 
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/6/e046333  
26 Donnelly MC, Talley NJ. Effects of climate change on digestive health and preventative measures. Gut [Internet]. 2023 Dec 1 
[cited 2026 Mar 23];72(12):2199–201. Available from: https://gut.bmj.com/content/72/12/2199  
27  Johnson RJ, Stenvinkel P, Jensen T, Lanaspa MA, Roncal C, Song Z, et al. Metabolic and Kidney Diseases in the Setting of 
Climate Change, Water Shortage, and Survival Factors. Journal of the American Society of Nephrology [Internet]. 2016 Jun 9 
[cited 2026 Mar 23];27(8):2247–56. Available from: https://jasn.asnjournals.org/content/27/8/2247  
28 Persson I, Sturm A, Manchikanti S, Nilsson M, Ebi KL, Solomon A, et al. Impacts of climate change during pregnancy, 
perinatal period and infancy: a systematic review. BMJ Paediatrics Open [Internet]. 2025 Jul [cited 2026 Mar 23];9(1):e002895. 
Available from: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12606489/  
29 Pendrey C, Quilty S, Lucas R. Surveying the changing climate of Northern Territory medical workforce retention. Australian 
Journal of Rural Health [Internet]. 2022 Mar [cited 2026 Mar 3];30(3). Available from: 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35229933/  
30 International Labour Organization. Working on a WARMER planet [Internet]. Geneva (Switzerland): ILO; 2019 [cited 2026 
Mar 26]. Available from: 
https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/@publ/documents/publication/wcms_711919
.pdf  
31 Hendryx M, Zullig KJ, Luo J. Impacts of Coal Use on Health. Annual Review of Public Health [Internet]. 2020 Apr 2 [cited 
2026 Mar 3];41(1):397–415. Available from: https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-
040119-094104  
32 Cortes‐Ramirez J, Michael RN, Toms L, Haswell M. The public health impacts of mining in Australia. The Medical Journal of 
Australia [Internet]. 2025 Jul 15 [cited 2026 Mar 3];223(10). Available from: https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/10/public-
health-impacts-mining-australia 

 

https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.acs.gov.au/documents/b261f65996d9427da1c1aff5c1abd4cb/about
https://www.sydney.edu.au/news-opinion/news/2023/09/04/health-evidence-against-oil-gas-piling-up-usyd-report-fracking-coal-shale.html
https://www.sydney.edu.au/news-opinion/news/2023/09/04/health-evidence-against-oil-gas-piling-up-usyd-report-fracking-coal-shale.html
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/state-of-the-climate
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/state-of-the-climate
https://www.stats.govt.nz/indicators/temperature/
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Files/national-climate-change-risk-assessment-main-report.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/climate-change-and-health-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=5235361a_5
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/climate-change-and-health-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=5235361a_5
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/11/6/e046333
https://gut.bmj.com/content/72/12/2199
https://jasn.asnjournals.org/content/27/8/2247
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12606489/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35229933/
https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/@publ/documents/publication/wcms_711919.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/@publ/documents/publication/wcms_711919.pdf
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040119-094104
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-040119-094104
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/10/public-health-impacts-mining-australia
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/10/public-health-impacts-mining-australia


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 42 

 
33 WWF. Extracted Forests: Unearthing the Role of Mining-Related Deforestation as a Driver of Global Deforestation [Internet]. 
Berlin (Germany): WWF Deutschland; 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: https://www.wwf.de/fileadmin/fm-
wwf/Publikationen-PDF/Wald/WWF-Studie-Extracted-Forests.pdf  
34 Amster E. Public health impact of coal-fired power plants: a critical systematic review of the epidemiological literature. 
International Journal of Environmental Health Research [Internet]. 2019 Oct 16 [cited 2026 Mar 3];31(5):1–23. Available from: 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31617747/ 
35 Pronk A, Coble J, Stewart P. Occupational exposure to diesel engine exhaust: A literature review. Journal of Exposure 
Science & Environmental Epidemiology [Internet]. 2009 Mar 11 [cited 2026 Mar 26];19(5):443–57. Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3073453/  
36 New Zealand Petroleum & Minerals. Operating coal mine production figures [Internet]. New Zealand Petroleum and Minerals; 
2025 [cited 2026 Mar 27]. Available from: https://www.nzpam.govt.nz/nz-industry/nz-minerals/minerals-statistics/coal/operating-
mines-3  
37 Ember. Shift to open-cut Coal Mining and impact on emissions estimate [Internet]. Ember; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 27]. 
Available from: https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/australias-coal-mining-emissions-paradox/shift-to-open-cut-coal-mining-
and-impact-on-emissi/  
38 WorkSafe Queensland. Coal workers’ pneumoconiosis (CWP) [Internet]. WorkSafe Queensland; [cited 2026 Mar 27]. 
Available from: https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/claims-and-insurance/work-related-injuries/types-of-injury-or-illness/work-
related-respiratory-diseases/coal-workers-pneumoconiosis-cwp  
39 Queensland Parliament Coal Workers’ Pneumoconiosis Select Committee. Black Lung White Lies Coal Workers’ 
Pneumoconiosis Select Committee Inquiry Report [Internet]. Brisbane (Australia): Queensland Parliament; 2017 Jun [cited 
2026 Mar 27]. Available from: https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/committees/CWPSC/2016/CWPSC/regionalForums-
Jun2017.pdf  
40 Hair J. Black lung disease no longer contained to underground mining sector, Queensland Government confirms. ABC News 
[Internet]. 2016 Oct 12 [cited 2026 Mar 27]; Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-12/black-lung-disease-has-
now-spread-to-open-cut-mine-worker/7921702  
41 Lu C, Dasgupta P, Cameron J, Fritschi L, Baade P. A systematic review and meta-analysis on international studies of 
prevalence, mortality and survival due to coal mine dust lung disease. Hsu YP, editor. PLOS ONE [Internet]. 2021 Aug 3 [cited 
2026 Mar 3];16(8):e0255617. Available from: https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0255617  
42 Zosky GR, Hoy RF, Silverstone EJ, Brims FJ, Miles S, Johnson AR, et al. Coal workers’ pneumoconiosis: an Australian 
perspective. Medical Journal of Australia [Internet]. 2016 Jun 20 [cited 2026 Mar 3];204(11):414–8. Available from: 
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2016/204/11/coal-workers-pneumoconiosis-australian-perspective#10  
43 State of Queensland (Queensland Health). Queensland Health Notifiable Dust Lung I Disease Register annual report 2024-
25 Queensland Government [Internet]. Brisbane (Australia): State of Queensland; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Work-of-the-Assembly/Tabled-Papers/docs/5825T1299/5825t1299.pdf  
44 Monash University School of Public Health & Preventive Medicine. Final Report Queensland Coal Mine Workers’ Cancer and 
Mortality Study [Internet]. Melbourne (Australia): Monash University; 2024 Apr [cited 2026 Mar 27]. Available from: 
https://www.monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/coeh/research/queensland-coal-mine-workers-cancer-and-mortality-study  
45 Narayan S, Kuhl J, Miller J. Cradle to Grave: The Health Toll of Fossil Fuels and the Imperative for a Just Transition 
[Internet]. Berkeley (CA) : Global Climate & Health Alliance; 2025 Sep [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://climateandhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/C2G-Report-low-_res-English.pdf  
46 McManus P, Albrecht G, Graham R. Psychoterratic geographies of the Upper Hunter region, Australia. Geoforum [Internet]. 
2014 Jan [cited 2026 Apr 8];51:58–65. Available from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0016718513002224  
47 See for more information on how greenhouses gases warm the planet – CSIRO. How do greenhouse gases warm the 
planet? [Internet]. www.csiro.au. CSIRO; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/Climate-change-QA/How-do-greenhouse-gases-
warm-the-planet  
48 IEA. Global Methane Tracker 2025 – Key findings [Internet]. IEA. IEA; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-methane-tracker-2025/key-findings  
49 United Nations Environment Programme. How secretive methane leaks are driving climate change [Internet]. UNEP; 2022 
[cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/how-secretive-methane-leaks-are-driving-
climate-change  

 

https://www.wwf.de/fileadmin/fm-wwf/Publikationen-PDF/Wald/WWF-Studie-Extracted-Forests.pdf
https://www.wwf.de/fileadmin/fm-wwf/Publikationen-PDF/Wald/WWF-Studie-Extracted-Forests.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/31617747/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3073453/
https://www.nzpam.govt.nz/nz-industry/nz-minerals/minerals-statistics/coal/operating-mines-3
https://www.nzpam.govt.nz/nz-industry/nz-minerals/minerals-statistics/coal/operating-mines-3
https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/australias-coal-mining-emissions-paradox/shift-to-open-cut-coal-mining-and-impact-on-emissi/
https://ember-energy.org/latest-insights/australias-coal-mining-emissions-paradox/shift-to-open-cut-coal-mining-and-impact-on-emissi/
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/claims-and-insurance/work-related-injuries/types-of-injury-or-illness/work-related-respiratory-diseases/coal-workers-pneumoconiosis-cwp
https://www.worksafe.qld.gov.au/claims-and-insurance/work-related-injuries/types-of-injury-or-illness/work-related-respiratory-diseases/coal-workers-pneumoconiosis-cwp
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/committees/CWPSC/2016/CWPSC/regionalForums-Jun2017.pdf
https://documents.parliament.qld.gov.au/committees/CWPSC/2016/CWPSC/regionalForums-Jun2017.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-12/black-lung-disease-has-now-spread-to-open-cut-mine-worker/7921702
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-10-12/black-lung-disease-has-now-spread-to-open-cut-mine-worker/7921702
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0255617
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2016/204/11/coal-workers-pneumoconiosis-australian-perspective#10
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/Work-of-the-Assembly/Tabled-Papers/docs/5825T1299/5825t1299.pdf
https://www.monash.edu/medicine/sphpm/coeh/research/queensland-coal-mine-workers-cancer-and-mortality-study
https://climateandhealthalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/C2G-Report-low-_res-English.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0016718513002224
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/Climate-change-QA/How-do-greenhouse-gases-warm-the-planet
https://www.csiro.au/en/research/environmental-impacts/climate-change/Climate-change-QA/How-do-greenhouse-gases-warm-the-planet
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-methane-tracker-2025/key-findings
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/how-secretive-methane-leaks-are-driving-climate-change
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/how-secretive-methane-leaks-are-driving-climate-change


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 43 

 
50 Haithem Awijen, Nidhaleddine Ben Cheikh, Younes Ben Zaied. Methane leaks from gas pipelines are a hidden source of 
widespread air pollution. The Conversation [Internet]. 2025 Jul 22 [cited 2026 Mar 3]; Available from: 
https://theconversation.com/methane-leaks-from-gas-pipelines-are-a-hidden-source-of-widespread-air-pollution-257786  
51 Howarth RW. The greenhouse gas footprint of liquefied natural gas (LNG) exported from the United States. Energy Science 
& Engineering [Internet]. 2024 Oct 3 [cited 2026 Mar 23];12(11). Available from: 
https://scijournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ese3.1934  
52 PACE Global. LNG and Coal Life Cycle Assessment of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Prepared for: Center for Liquefied 
Natural Gas [Internet]. Fairfax (VA): PACE Global; 2015 Oct [cited 2026 Mar 23]. Available from: 
https://www.ourenergypolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/PACE_Report.pdf  
53 Stockholm Resilience Centre. Planetary Boundaries [Internet]. Stockholm Resilience Centre; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 23]. 
Available from: https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html  
54 Stockholm Resilience Centre. Seven of nine planetary boundaries now breached [Internet]. Stockholm Resilience Centre; 
2025 [cited 2026 Mar 23]. Available from: https://www.stockholmresilience.org/news--events/general-news/2025-09-24-seven-
of-nine-planetary-boundaries-now-breached.html  
55 Lenton T, Milkoreit M, Willcock S, Abrams J, Armstrong McKay D, Buxton J, et al. Global Tipping Points Report 2025 
[Internet]. Exeter (UK): University of Exeter; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://global-tipping-points.org/  
56 CSIRO. Dangerous climate tipping points will affect Australia. The risks are real and cannot be ignored [Internet]. 
www.csiro.au. CSIRO; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: https://www.csiro.au/en/news/all/articles/2024/february/climate-
tipping-points-australia  
57 Kemfert C, Präger F, Braunger I, Hoffart FM, Brauers H. The expansion of natural gas infrastructure puts energy transitions 
at risk. Nature Energy [Internet]. 2022 Jul 1 [cited 2026 Mar 3];7:582–7. Available from: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41560-022-01060-3  
58 Occupational Safety and Health Administration, NIOSH. Hazard Alert - Worker Exposure to Silica during Hydraulic Fracturing 
[Internet]. Washington, DC (Washington): OSHA; 2012 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/hydraulic_frac_hazard_alert_0.pdf 
59 The RACP has been instrumental in advocacy to eradicate silicosis and related diseases. See for more information – Royal 
Australasian College of Physicians. Silicosis [Internet]. RACP; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://www.racp.edu.au/policy-and-advocacy/division-faculty-and-chapter-priorities/faculty-of-occupational-environmental-
medicine/silicosis  
60 Cortes‐Ramirez J, Michael RN, Toms L, Haswell M. The public health impacts of mining in Australia. The Medical Journal of 
Australia [Internet]. 2025 Jul 15 [cited 2026 Mar 3];223(10). Available from: https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/10/public-
health-impacts-mining-australia  
61 CSIRO - Gas Industry Social and Environmental Research Alliance (GISERA). How is CSG extracted? [Internet]. CSIRO; 
2017 [cited 2026 Apr 13]. Available from: https://gisera.csiro.au/resources/frequently-asked-questions/how-is-csg-extracted/  
62 Navi M, Skelly C, Taulis M, Nasiri S. Coal seam gas water: potential hazards and exposure pathways in Queensland. 
International Journal of Environmental Health Research [Internet]. 2014 May 23 [cited 2026 Mar 24];25(2):162–83. Available 
from: https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/10.1080/09603123.2014.915018?url_ver=Z39.88-
2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed#d1e788  
63 Asthma Australia. Homes, Health and Asthma in Australia [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): Asthma Australia; 2022 [cited 2026 
Mar 3]. Available from: https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/AA2022_Housing-Survey-Report_full_v4.pdf   
64 Metcalfe J, Kuschel G, Wickham L, Denne T. Indoor Combustion in New Zealand Homes: Health Effects and Costs [Internet]. 
Auckland (Aotearoa New Zealand): Emission Impossible Ltd and Resource Economics for Energy Efficiency & Conservation 
Authority; 2025 Sep [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: https://www.eeca.govt.nz/assets/EECA-Resources/Research-papers-
guides/EIL-Indoor-Combustion-Study.pdf  
65 Bambrick H, Charlesworth K, Bradshaw S, Baxter T. Kicking the Gas Habit: How Gas Is Harming Our Health [Internet]. 
Sydney (Australia): Climate Council of Australia Ltd; 2021 [cited 2026 Mar 3]. Available from: 
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Kicking-the-Gas-Habit-How-Gas-is-Harming-our-Health.pdf  
66 Australasian Health Infrastructure Alliance. Australasian Health Infrastructure Alliance (AHIA) Key Sustainability Guidance 
Electrification Guide [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): AHIA; 2024 Jul [cited 2026 Apr 19]. Available from: 
https://healthfacilityguidelines.com.au/sites/default/files/Electrification%20guide_published%20V2.pdf  

 

https://theconversation.com/methane-leaks-from-gas-pipelines-are-a-hidden-source-of-widespread-air-pollution-257786
https://scijournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ese3.1934
https://www.ourenergypolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/PACE_Report.pdf
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/planetary-boundaries.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/news--events/general-news/2025-09-24-seven-of-nine-planetary-boundaries-now-breached.html
https://www.stockholmresilience.org/news--events/general-news/2025-09-24-seven-of-nine-planetary-boundaries-now-breached.html
https://global-tipping-points.org/
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/all/articles/2024/february/climate-tipping-points-australia
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/all/articles/2024/february/climate-tipping-points-australia
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41560-022-01060-3
https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/hydraulic_frac_hazard_alert_0.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/policy-and-advocacy/division-faculty-and-chapter-priorities/faculty-of-occupational-environmental-medicine/silicosis
https://www.racp.edu.au/policy-and-advocacy/division-faculty-and-chapter-priorities/faculty-of-occupational-environmental-medicine/silicosis
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/10/public-health-impacts-mining-australia
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2025/223/10/public-health-impacts-mining-australia
https://gisera.csiro.au/resources/frequently-asked-questions/how-is-csg-extracted/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/10.1080/09603123.2014.915018?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed#d1e788
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/10.1080/09603123.2014.915018?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed#d1e788
https://asthma.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/AA2022_Housing-Survey-Report_full_v4.pdf
https://www.eeca.govt.nz/assets/EECA-Resources/Research-papers-guides/EIL-Indoor-Combustion-Study.pdf
https://www.eeca.govt.nz/assets/EECA-Resources/Research-papers-guides/EIL-Indoor-Combustion-Study.pdf
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Kicking-the-Gas-Habit-How-Gas-is-Harming-our-Health.pdf
https://healthfacilityguidelines.com.au/sites/default/files/Electrification%20guide_published%20V2.pdf


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 44 

 
67 Miner P, Smith BM, Jani A, McNeill G, Gathorne-Hardy A. Car harm: A global review of automobility’s harm to people and the 
environment. Journal of Transport Geography [Internet]. 2024 Feb 1 [cited 2026 Mar 3];115(0966-6923). Available from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0966692324000267  
68 Yang Z, Mahendran R, Yu P, Xu R, Yu W, Godellawattage S, et al. Health Effects of Long-Term Exposure to Ambient PM2.5 
in Asia-Pacific: a Systematic Review of Cohort Studies. Current Environmental Health Reports [Internet]. 2022 Mar 16 [cited 
2026 Mar 3];9(2):130–51. Available from: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40572-022-00344-w  
69 Wan Mahiyuddin WR, Ismail R, Mohammad Sham N, Ahmad NI, Nik Hassan NMN. Cardiovascular and Respiratory Health 
Effects of Fine Particulate Matters (PM2.5): A Review on Time Series Studies. Atmosphere [Internet]. 2023 May 11 [cited 2026 
Mar 3];14(5):856. Available from: https://www.mdpi.com/2073-
4433/14/5/856#:~:text=Both%20short%2D%20and%20long%2Dterm  
70 Welch T. Iran oil crisis: why NZ’s car dependence is now a strategic liability. Macdonald F, editor. The Conversation 
[Internet]. 2026 Mar 18 [cited 2026 Mar 23]; Available from: https://theconversation.com/iran-oil-crisis-why-nzs-car-
dependence-is-now-a-strategic-liability-278526  
71 Yosufzai R. Energy watchdog chief warns Australia, says oil shock worse than past crises combined. SBS News [Internet]. 
2026 Mar 23 [cited 2026 Mar 23]; Available from: https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/international-energy-agency-boss-press-
club/h6j6fs0kx  
72 Jeuniewic L. Farmers sound alarm over imminent food price shocks. ABC [Internet]. 2026 Mar 23 [cited 2026 Mar 24]; 
Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-23/farmers-warn-supermarket-price-spikes-to-hit-within-
weeks/106487650  
73 Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water). Energy trade [Internet]. 
Commonwealth of Australia; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://www.energy.gov.au/energy-data/australian-
energy-statistics/energy-trade . 
74 Te Kāwanatanga o Aotearoa New Zealand Government (Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment (MBIE) Hīkina 
Whakatutuki). A Minerals Strategy for New Zealand to 2040 [Internet]. Wellington (Aotearoa New Zealand): Te Kāwanatanga o 
Aotearoa New Zealand Government; 2025 Jan [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: 
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2025-
01/202501%20A%20Minerals%20Strategy%20for%20New%20Zealand%20to%202040.pdf  
75 International Court of Justice. Obligations of States in Respect of Climate Change [Internet]. The Hague (Netherlands): ICJ; 
2025 Jul [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://www.icj-cij.org/case/187  
76 World Health Organization. Biodiversity [Internet]. WHO; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://www.who.int/news-
room/fact-sheets/detail/biodiversity  
77 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. RACP Submission to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 Independent Review [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2020 Aug [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: 
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/submission-to-the-environment-protection-and-biodiversity-
conservation-(epbc)-act-review.pdf?sfvrsn=e379f31a_6  
78 Chivian E, Bernstein A. How Our Health Depends on Biodiversity [Internet]. Boston (MA): Center for Health and Global 
Health - Harvard Medical School; 2010 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://www.cbd.int/doc/health/health-biodiversity-
hms-en.pdf  
79 Marselle MR, Hartig T, Cox DTC, de Bell S, Knapp S, Lindley S, et al. Pathways linking biodiversity to human health: A 
conceptual framework. Environment International [Internet]. 2021 Feb 6 [cited 2026 Mar 4];150(106420). Available from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412021000441  
80 Ministry for the Environment Manatū mō te Taiao, Stats NZ Tatauranga Aotearoa. Our land 2021 - New Zealand’s 
Environmental Reporting Series [Internet]. Wellington (Aotearoa New Zealand): Ministry for the Environment & Stats NZ; 2021 
[cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/our-land-2021.pdf  
81 Commonwealth of Australia. Australia State of the Environment 2021 [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Australian Government; 
2021 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/  
82 Ministry for the Environment Manatū mō te Taiao, Stats NZ Tatauranga Aotearoa. Environment Aotearoa 2022 [Internet]. 
Wellington (Aotearoa New Zealand): Ministry for the Environment & Stats NZ; 2022 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: 
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/publications/Environmental-Reporting/environment-aotearoa-2022.pdf  
83 Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Health and Aged Care). Koalas [Internet]. Commonwealth of Australia; [cited 
2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/species/koalas  

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0966692324000267
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40572-022-00344-w
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-4433/14/5/856#:%7E:text=Both%20short%2D%20and%20long%2Dterm
https://www.mdpi.com/2073-4433/14/5/856#:%7E:text=Both%20short%2D%20and%20long%2Dterm
https://theconversation.com/iran-oil-crisis-why-nzs-car-dependence-is-now-a-strategic-liability-278526
https://theconversation.com/iran-oil-crisis-why-nzs-car-dependence-is-now-a-strategic-liability-278526
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/international-energy-agency-boss-press-club/h6j6fs0kx
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/international-energy-agency-boss-press-club/h6j6fs0kx
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-23/farmers-warn-supermarket-price-spikes-to-hit-within-weeks/106487650
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-23/farmers-warn-supermarket-price-spikes-to-hit-within-weeks/106487650
https://www.energy.gov.au/energy-data/australian-energy-statistics/energy-trade
https://www.energy.gov.au/energy-data/australian-energy-statistics/energy-trade
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2025-01/202501%20A%20Minerals%20Strategy%20for%20New%20Zealand%20to%202040.pdf
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2025-01/202501%20A%20Minerals%20Strategy%20for%20New%20Zealand%20to%202040.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/case/187
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/biodiversity
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/biodiversity
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/submission-to-the-environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-(epbc)-act-review.pdf?sfvrsn=e379f31a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/submission-to-the-environment-protection-and-biodiversity-conservation-(epbc)-act-review.pdf?sfvrsn=e379f31a_6
https://www.cbd.int/doc/health/health-biodiversity-hms-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/health/health-biodiversity-hms-en.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0160412021000441
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/Publications/our-land-2021.pdf
https://soe.dcceew.gov.au/
https://environment.govt.nz/assets/publications/Environmental-Reporting/environment-aotearoa-2022.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/species/koalas


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 45 

 
84 United Nations Environment Programme. Decades of mangrove forest change: what does it mean for nature, people and the 
climate? [Internet]. Nairobi (Kenya): UNEP; 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: 
https://www.unep.org/resources/report/decades-mangrove-forest-change-what-does-it-mean-nature-people-and-climate  
85 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Position Statement [Internet]. Sydney 
(Australia): RACP; 2018 Dec [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-
library/racp-2018-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-health-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=cd5c151a_4  
86 O’Sullivan L, Whyman T, West M, Nannup N, Farrant JY, Godden NJ, et al. Planetary health and Indigenous sovereignty: 
exploring the theory of change of the Healthy Environments and Lives (HEAL) network in Western Australia. BMJ Paediatrics 
Open [Internet]. 2025 May 19 [cited 2026 Mar 4];9(1). Available from: https://bmjpaedsopen.bmj.com/content/9/1/e002894  
87 Jones R. Climate change and Indigenous Health Promotion. Global Health Promotion [Internet]. 2019 [cited 2026 Mar 
4];26(3):73–81. Available from: https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1757975919829713  
88 Dudgeon P, Milroy H, Walker R, editors. Working Together: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social and Emotional 
Wellbeing and Mental Health [Internet]. Vol. 52. Canberra (Australia): Commonwealth of Australia; 2014 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. 
Available from: https://www.thekids.org.au/globalassets/media/documents/aboriginal-health/working-together-second-
edition/working-together-aboriginal-and-wellbeing-2014.pdf 
89 Durie M. An Indigenous model of health promotion. Health Promotion Journal of Australia [Internet]. 2004 Dec 1 [cited 2026 
Mar 4];15(3):181–5. Available from: 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/238077583_An_Indigenous_Model_of_Health_Promotion  
90 Manatū Hauora Ministry of Health Aotearoa New Zealand. Te Pae Mahutonga model of Māori health [Internet]. Manatū 
Hauora Ministry of Health. Wellington (Aotearoa New Zealand); 2017 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: 
https://www.health.govt.nz/maori-health/maori-health-models/te-pae-mahutonga 
91 Anongos A, Berezhkov D, Boengkih SJ, Cavanaugh-Bill J, Martínez de Bringas A, Goodland R, et al. Pitfalls and Pipelines: 
Indigenous Peoples and Extractive Industries [Internet]. Baguio City (Philippines): Tebtebba Foundation, International Work 
Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), and Indigenous Peoples Links (PIPLinks); 2012 [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: 
https://iwgia.org/images/publications/0596_Pitfalls_and_Pipelines_-_Indigenous_Peoples_and_Extractive_Industries.pdf 
92 Jones R, Bennett H, Keating G, Blaiklock A. Climate Change and the Right to Health for Māori in Aotearoa/New Zealand. 
Health and Human Rights Journal [Internet]. 2014 Jul [cited 2026 Mar 4];16(1). Available from: 
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2014/07/01/climate-change-and-the-right-to-health-for-maori-in-aotearoanew-zealand/ 
93 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Modelling the health impacts of climate change - Advice to the Australian Federal 
Treasury [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2024 Jan [cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: 
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-advice-to-australian-federal-treasury-on-modelling-the-
health-impacts-of-climate-change.pdf?sfvrsn=4a03d81a_5  
94 Standen JC, Spencer J, Lee GW, Van Buskirk J, Matthews V, Hanigan I, et al. Aboriginal Population and Climate Change in 
Australia: Implications for Health and Adaptation Planning. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health 
[Internet]. 2022 Jun 19 [cited 2026 Mar 4];19(12):7502. Available from: https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/12/7502  
95 UNEP-WCMC, ICCA Consortium. A global spatial analysis of the estimated extent of territories and areas conserved by 
Indigenous peoples and local communities, Territories of Life: 2021 Report [Internet]. Cambridge (UK): UNEP-WCMC; 2021 
[cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://report.territoriesoflife.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ICCA-Territories-of-Life-2021-
Report-GLOBAL-ENG.pdf  
96 Shine R. Federal environment minister knew of rock art fears before granting Woodside North West Shelf extension. ABC 
News [Internet]. 2025 Sep 30 [cited 2026 Mar 25]; Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-30/murray-watt-
murujuga-rock-art-woodside-extension/105831128  
97 Butler D. Traditional Owners opposed a major gas pipeline. The federal court just gave it the green light. NITV [Internet]. 
2024 Jan 15 [cited 2026 Mar 25]; Available from: https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/santos-barossa-tiwi-traditional-owners-
gas/i3c33o99v  
98 Redvers N, Poelina A, Schultz C, Kobei DM, Githaiga C, Perdrisat M, et al. Indigenous Natural and First Law in Planetary 
Health. Challenges [Internet]. 2020 Oct 28 [cited 2026 Mar 4];11(2):29. Available from: https://www.mdpi.com/2078-
1547/11/2/29#B2-challenges-11-00029  
99 Blair K. The Jabiluka Blockade - 22 years on [Internet]. The Commons Social Change Library. The Commons Library; 2020 
[cited 2026 Mar 4]. Available from: https://commonslibrary.org/the-jabiluka-blockade-22-years-on/  
100 Selvey LA. Climate and Environment. In: Political Determinants of Health in Australia: A Planetary Perspective. Oxon (UK): 
Routledge; 2024. 

 

https://www.unep.org/resources/report/decades-mangrove-forest-change-what-does-it-mean-nature-people-and-climate
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2018-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-health-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=cd5c151a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2018-aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-health-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=cd5c151a_4
https://bmjpaedsopen.bmj.com/content/9/1/e002894
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1757975919829713
https://www.thekids.org.au/globalassets/media/documents/aboriginal-health/working-together-second-edition/working-together-aboriginal-and-wellbeing-2014.pdf
https://www.thekids.org.au/globalassets/media/documents/aboriginal-health/working-together-second-edition/working-together-aboriginal-and-wellbeing-2014.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/238077583_An_Indigenous_Model_of_Health_Promotion
https://www.health.govt.nz/maori-health/maori-health-models/te-pae-mahutonga
https://iwgia.org/images/publications/0596_Pitfalls_and_Pipelines_-_Indigenous_Peoples_and_Extractive_Industries.pdf
https://www.hhrjournal.org/2014/07/01/climate-change-and-the-right-to-health-for-maori-in-aotearoanew-zealand/
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-advice-to-australian-federal-treasury-on-modelling-the-health-impacts-of-climate-change.pdf?sfvrsn=4a03d81a_5
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-advice-to-australian-federal-treasury-on-modelling-the-health-impacts-of-climate-change.pdf?sfvrsn=4a03d81a_5
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/19/12/7502
https://report.territoriesoflife.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ICCA-Territories-of-Life-2021-Report-GLOBAL-ENG.pdf
https://report.territoriesoflife.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/ICCA-Territories-of-Life-2021-Report-GLOBAL-ENG.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-30/murray-watt-murujuga-rock-art-woodside-extension/105831128
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-30/murray-watt-murujuga-rock-art-woodside-extension/105831128
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/santos-barossa-tiwi-traditional-owners-gas/i3c33o99v
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/santos-barossa-tiwi-traditional-owners-gas/i3c33o99v
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-1547/11/2/29#B2-challenges-11-00029
https://www.mdpi.com/2078-1547/11/2/29#B2-challenges-11-00029
https://commonslibrary.org/the-jabiluka-blockade-22-years-on/


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 46 

 
101 Australian Associated Press. Beetaloo Basin Traditional Owners gather to fight fracking on their Country [Internet]. NITV; 
2024 [cited 2024 Apr 25]. Available from: https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/beetaloo-basin-traditional-owners-gather-to-fight-
fracking-on-their-country/0t9a9g6ms  
102 Government Bill. Principles of the Treaty of Waitangi Bill [Internet]. Govt.nz, 94-1 New Zealand Parliament Pāremata 
Aotearoa; Nov 7, 2024. Available from: https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2024/0094/latest/whole.html and 
https://bills.parliament.nz/v/Bill/227e6d0b-e632-42eb-cffe-08dcfeb826c6?Tab=history&lang=en  
103 Kingdon-Bebb K, Jones C. Removing Māori rights is a war on nature. E-Tangata [Internet]. 2025 Mar 16 [cited 2026 Mar 5]; 
Available from: https://e-tangata.co.nz/comment-and-analysis/removing-maori-rights-is-a-war-on-nature/  
104 Armstrong K. New Zealand: Treaty Principles Bill voted down after widespread outrage. BBC [Internet]. 2025 Apr 10 [cited 
2026 Mar 5]; Available from: https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8je9013m0ro  
105 Ijatuyi EJ, Lamm A, Yessoufou K, Suinyuy T, Patrick HO. Integration of indigenous knowledge with scientific knowledge: A 
systematic review. Environmental Science & Policy [Internet]. 2025 Jun 5 [cited 2026 Mar 5];170(104119):104119. Available 
from: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901125001352  
106 Friel S. Climate Change and the People’s Health. Krieger N, editor. Oxford University Press eBooks. Oxford University 
Press; 2019. 
107 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Social determinants of health [Internet]. AIHW; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available 
from: https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/social-determinants-of-health  
108 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Rural and Remote Health [Internet]. AIHW; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available 
from: https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/rural-remote-australians/rural-and-remote-health  
109 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Health of people with disability [Internet]. AIHW; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. 
Available from: https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/health-of-people-with-disability  
110 Public Health Advisory Committee. Determining our Future - Social, Cultural, Economic and Commercial Determinants of 
Wellbeing in Aotearoa New Zealand: Actions to improve our health and wellbeing [Internet]. Wellington (Aotearoa New 
Zealand): Ministry of Health; 2025 Aug [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/2025-
08/PHAC-determining-our-future-v5.pdf  
111 Rodda SE, Morton J, Lloyd M, Norman R, Ademi Z. Quality-Adjusted Life Expectancy by Socioeconomic Disadvantage and 
Remoteness Area; Population Norms for Australia. Value in Health [Internet]. 2025 Jun [cited 2026 Mar 6];28(6). Available 
from: https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/article/S1098-3015(25)00122-6/fulltext  
112 Walsh M. Life Expectancy in Aotearoa New Zealand: An Analysis of Socioeconomic, Geographic, Sex and Ethnic Variation 
from 2001 to 2022 [Internet]. Vol. 793. Wellington (Aotearoa New Zealand): Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora; 2024 Nov 
[cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Mortality/Life-Expectancy-in-Aotearoa-
NZ-An-analysis-of-socioeconomic-geographic-sex-and-ethnic-variation-from-2001-2022-Technical-report.pdf  
113 UNESCO, "la Caixa" Foundation. Who Bears the Costs? - Addressing inequalities from climate change and climate action 
[Internet]. Paris (France): United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available 
from: https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000394250  
114 Programme Division, United Nations Children’s Fund. Healthy Environments for Healthy Children: Summary [Internet]. New 
York (NY): United Nations Children’s Fund; 2021 Jan [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.unicef.org/media/91631/file/Healthy-Environments-for-Healthy-Children-Global-Programme-Framework-
Summary.pdf  
115 World Health Organization. WHO Policy Brief Climate Change, Health, & Intergenerational Equity [Internet]. Geneva 
(Switzerland): WHO; 2022 Oct [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/climate-
change/who-unfccc-cop27_cchie_11122_lc.pdf  
116 World Health Organization. Closing the gap in a generation Health equity through action on the social determinants of health 
Commission on Social Determinants of Health FINAL REPORT | EXECUTIVE SUMMARY [Internet]. Geneva (Switzerland): 
WHO; 2008 [cited 2026 Mar 5]. Available from: https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/cb08095c-55c8-484e-bff6-
0e9c78fd38dd/content  
117 Braveman P. Defining Health Equity. Journal of the National Medical Association [Internet]. 2022 Dec [cited 2026 Mar 
5];114(6). Available from: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0027968422001432?via%3Dihub  
118 World Health Organization. Commercial determinants of health [Internet]. WHO; [cited 2026 Mar 5]. Available from: 
https://www.who.int/health-topics/commercial-determinants-of-health#tab=tab_1  

 

https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/beetaloo-basin-traditional-owners-gather-to-fight-fracking-on-their-country/0t9a9g6ms
https://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/beetaloo-basin-traditional-owners-gather-to-fight-fracking-on-their-country/0t9a9g6ms
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2024/0094/latest/whole.html
https://bills.parliament.nz/v/Bill/227e6d0b-e632-42eb-cffe-08dcfeb826c6?Tab=history&lang=en
https://e-tangata.co.nz/comment-and-analysis/removing-maori-rights-is-a-war-on-nature/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8je9013m0ro
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1462901125001352
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/social-determinants-of-health
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/rural-remote-australians/rural-and-remote-health
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/australias-health/health-of-people-with-disability
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/2025-08/PHAC-determining-our-future-v5.pdf
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/2025-08/PHAC-determining-our-future-v5.pdf
https://www.valueinhealthjournal.com/article/S1098-3015(25)00122-6/fulltext
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Mortality/Life-Expectancy-in-Aotearoa-NZ-An-analysis-of-socioeconomic-geographic-sex-and-ethnic-variation-from-2001-2022-Technical-report.pdf
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Mortality/Life-Expectancy-in-Aotearoa-NZ-An-analysis-of-socioeconomic-geographic-sex-and-ethnic-variation-from-2001-2022-Technical-report.pdf
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000394250
https://www.unicef.org/media/91631/file/Healthy-Environments-for-Healthy-Children-Global-Programme-Framework-Summary.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/media/91631/file/Healthy-Environments-for-Healthy-Children-Global-Programme-Framework-Summary.pdf
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/climate-change/who-unfccc-cop27_cchie_11122_lc.pdf
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/climate-change/who-unfccc-cop27_cchie_11122_lc.pdf
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/cb08095c-55c8-484e-bff6-0e9c78fd38dd/content
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/cb08095c-55c8-484e-bff6-0e9c78fd38dd/content
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0027968422001432?via%3Dihub
https://www.who.int/health-topics/commercial-determinants-of-health#tab=tab_1


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 47 

 
119 Baum F, McGreevy MP, MacDougall CM, Henley M. Energy as a Social and Commercial Determinant of Health: A 
Qualitative Study of Australian Policy. International Journal of Health Policy and Management [Internet]. 2022 Dec 7 [cited 2026 
Mar 5];12(7193). Available from: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10125081/  
120 Richardson D. The Costs of Market Experiments: Electricity Consumers Pay the Price for Competition, Privatisation, 
Corporatisation and Marketization [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Australia Institute; 2019 Jan [cited 2026 Mar 5]. Available 
from: https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/P470-Electricty-Consumers-Pay-the-Price-WEB.pdf  
121 Zenone M, Kenworthy N, Maani N. The Social Media Industry as a Commercial Determinant of Health. International Journal 
of Health Policy and Management [Internet]. 2022 Apr 27 [cited 2026 Mar 5];12(1). Available from: 
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10125226/  
122 Gertrudix M, Carbonell-Alcocer A, Arcos R, Arribas CM, Codesido-Linares V, Benítez-Aranda N. Disinformation as an 
obstructionist strategy in climate change mitigation: a review of the scientific literature for a systemic understanding of the 
phenomenon. Open Research Europe [Internet]. 2024 Sep 24 [cited 2026 Mar 5];4:169. Available from: 
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11467642/  
123 Lewandowsky S. Climate Change, Disinformation, and How to Combat It. Annual Review of Public Health [Internet]. 2021 
Dec 23 [cited 2026 Mar 5];42(1). Available from: https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-
090419-102409  
124 Dawes DE. The Political Determinants of Health. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press; 2020. 
125 Dawes D, Gonzalez J. The Politics of Population Health. Milbank Quarterly [Internet]. 2023 Apr 2 [cited 2026 Mar 
25];101(1):224–41. Available from: https://web.s.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?vid=8&sid=9966dd53-325d-476c-943f-
63c6d77c123c%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN=163309999&db=rzh  
126 World Health Organization. Working together for equity and healthier populations - Sustainable multisectoral collaboration 
based on Health in All Policies approaches [Internet]. Geneva (Switzerland): WHO; 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/a238ef33-582b-46f7-86c9-e9fcbe1f0ef7/content  
127 Government of South Australia. Our electricity supply and market [Internet]. Energy & Mining. Government of South 
Australia; [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/consumers/energy-grid-and-supply/our-
electricity-supply-and-market  
128 McGreevy M, MacDougall C, Fisher M, Henley M, Baum F. Expediting a renewable energy transition in a privatised market 
via public policy: The case of south Australia 2004-18. Energy Policy [Internet]. 2021 Jan 1 [cited 2026 Mar 6];148:111940. 
Available from: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421520306510   
129 Newman R, Noy I. The global costs of extreme weather that are attributable to climate change. Nature Communications 
[Internet]. 2023 Sep 29 [cited 2026 Mar 6];14. Available from: https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-023-41888-1  
130 Grudnoff M, Campbell R. Fossil fuel subsidies in Australia 2025 [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Australia Institute; 2025 Mar 
[cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/P1669-Fossil-fuel-subsidies-
2025-Web.pdf  
131 World Health Organization. WHO Manifesto for a Healthy Recovery from COVID-19 [Internet]. Geneva (Switzerland): WHO; 
2020 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-manifesto-for-a-healthy-recovery-from-
covid-19  
132 United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties 
to the Paris Agreement Fifth session - Outcome of the first global stocktake [Internet]. Dubai (United Arab Emirates): UNFCCC; 
2023 Dec [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2023_L17_adv.pdf  
133 United Nations Environment Programme. COP29 outcomes: balancing progress and challenges on the road to climate 
action. UNEP [Internet]. 2024 Dec 4 [cited 2026 Mar 25]; Available from: https://www.unepfi.org/themes/climate-change/cop29-
outcomes-balancing-progress-and-challenges-on-the-road-to-climate-action/  
134 UNFCCC. COP30 Presidency releases Executive Report and outlines next steps to accelerate global climate 
implementation [Internet]. UNFCCC; 2026 [cited 2026 Mar 25]. Available from: https://unfccc.int/news/cop30-presidency-
releases-executive-report-and-outlines-next-steps-to-accelerate-global-climate  
135 World Health Organisation. The Belém health action plan for the adaptation of the health sector to climate change [Internet]. 
Belém (Brazil): WHO; 2025 Nov [cited 2026 Mar 25]. Available from: https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/the-belem-health-
action-plan-for-the-adaptation-of-the-health-sector-to-climate-change  
136 Perera F, Lau K. A review of studies assessing the benefits of clean air and climate mitigation policies for child and adult 
health. The Journal of Climate Change and Health [Internet]. 2025 Jan [cited 2026 Mar 6];21. Available from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278224000725  

 

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10125081/
https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/P470-Electricty-Consumers-Pay-the-Price-WEB.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10125226/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11467642/
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-090419-102409
https://www.annualreviews.org/content/journals/10.1146/annurev-publhealth-090419-102409
https://web.s.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?vid=8&sid=9966dd53-325d-476c-943f-63c6d77c123c%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN=163309999&db=rzh
https://web.s.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?vid=8&sid=9966dd53-325d-476c-943f-63c6d77c123c%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN=163309999&db=rzh
https://iris.who.int/server/api/core/bitstreams/a238ef33-582b-46f7-86c9-e9fcbe1f0ef7/content
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/consumers/energy-grid-and-supply/our-electricity-supply-and-market
https://www.energymining.sa.gov.au/consumers/energy-grid-and-supply/our-electricity-supply-and-market
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0301421520306510
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-023-41888-1
https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/P1669-Fossil-fuel-subsidies-2025-Web.pdf
https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/P1669-Fossil-fuel-subsidies-2025-Web.pdf
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-manifesto-for-a-healthy-recovery-from-covid-19
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/who-manifesto-for-a-healthy-recovery-from-covid-19
https://unfccc.int/sites/default/files/resource/cma2023_L17_adv.pdf
https://www.unepfi.org/themes/climate-change/cop29-outcomes-balancing-progress-and-challenges-on-the-road-to-climate-action/
https://www.unepfi.org/themes/climate-change/cop29-outcomes-balancing-progress-and-challenges-on-the-road-to-climate-action/
https://unfccc.int/news/cop30-presidency-releases-executive-report-and-outlines-next-steps-to-accelerate-global-climate
https://unfccc.int/news/cop30-presidency-releases-executive-report-and-outlines-next-steps-to-accelerate-global-climate
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/the-belem-health-action-plan-for-the-adaptation-of-the-health-sector-to-climate-change
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/the-belem-health-action-plan-for-the-adaptation-of-the-health-sector-to-climate-change
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667278224000725


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 48 

 
137 World Health Organization. Determinants of Health [Internet]. WHO; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/determinants-of-health  
138 IPCC. Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability [Internet]. Geneva (Switzerland): IPCC; 2022 [cited 2026 
Apr 13]. Available from: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/  
139 United Nations Environment Programme. Climate change in the courtroom: Trends, impacts and emerging lessons 
[Internet]. Nairobi (Kenya): UNEP; 2025 [cited 2025 Oct 12]. Available from: 
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/48518/Global-Climate-Litigation-Report-2025-Status-
Review.pdf?sequence=6  
140 First Nations Clean Energy Network. First Nations Clean Energy Network [Internet]. First Nations Clean Energy Network; 
[cited 2026 Apr 16]. Available from: https://www.firstnationscleanenergy.org.au/  
141 Commonwealth of Australia. The First Nations Clean Energy Strategy [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Commonwealth of 
Australia; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.energy.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-
12/First%20Nations%20Clean%20Energy%20Strategy.pdf  
142 Victorian Government. Place-based approaches: A guide for the Victorian Public Service | Victorian Government [Internet]. 
Victorian Government; 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.vic.gov.au/place-based-approaches-guide-
victorian-public-service  
143 Green L, Ashton K, Bellis MA, Clemens T, Douglas M. “Health in All Policies”—A Key Driver for Health and Well-Being in a 
Post-COVID-19 Pandemic World. International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health [Internet]. 2021 Sep 8 
[cited 2026 Mar 6];18(18):9468. Available from: https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8468680/  
144 See for example – Williamson R. Study finds major public knowledge gaps on renewables – and they’re being filled with 
misinformation. RenewEconomy [Internet]. 2025 Jan 16 [cited 2026 Mar 24]; Available from: 
https://reneweconomy.com.au/study-finds-major-publi-knowledge-gaps-on-renewables-and-theyre-being-filled-with-
misinformation/  
145 See for example – Readfearn G. Renewables caught in misinformation crossfire from Australia’s nuclear cheerleaders 
[Internet]. Guardian. Guardian; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jul/18/renewables-caught-in-misinformation-crossfire-from-australias-
nuclear-cheerleaders  
146 See for example – Davis J. Dangerous anti-renewables rhetoric, bullying and intimidation creates growing chasm in rural 
communities [Internet]. ABC News; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-31/anti-
renewables-campaigns-fuel-community-division-in-regions/105938440  
147 See for example – Gibson E. ACT MP Brooke van Velden wrongly quotes Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment. 
RNZ [Internet]. 2023 Dec 7 [cited 2026 Mar 24]; Available from: https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/504104/act-mp-brooke-
van-velden-wrongly-quotes-parliamentary-commissioner-for-the-environment  
148 Ogge M, Saunders M, Campbell R. Impact of gas exports on Australian energy prices [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): 
Australia Institute; 2025 Apr [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2025/07/P1816-Gas-updates-gas-and-electricity-prices-WEB.pdf  
149 Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis. Why are power bills higher now than they used to be? - Long-term 
power bill trends [Internet]. Valley City (OH): IEEFA; 2025 Mar [cited 2026 Apr 13]. Available from: 
https://ieefa.org/resources/why-are-power-bills-higher-now-they-used-be  
150 Heap L. Doing it Tough: How Australians are experiencing the cost of living crisis [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Australia 
Institute; 2024 Oct [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://futurework.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/10/Polling-
Report-Cost-of-Living-REVISED-1.pdf  
151 Climate Justice Alliance. Just Transition Principles [Internet]. United States: CJA; [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://climatejusticealliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/CJA_JustTransition_Principles_final_hi-rez.pdf  
152 Aska B, Sonter LJ, zu Ermgassen SOSE, Franks DM, Mingorria S, Iniesta-Arandia I, et al. Mining, biodiversity and social 
conflict in the renewable energy transition. Nature Reviews Biodiversity [Internet]. 2025 Sep 11 [cited 2026 Apr 13];1(9):597–
614. Available from: https://www.nature.com/articles/s44358-025-00076-3#citeas  
153 Waitangi Tribunal. HAUORA Report on Stage One of the Health Services and Outcomes Kaupapa Inquiry [Internet]. 
Wellington (Aotearoa New Zealand): Waitangi Tribunal; 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 25]. Available from: 
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/assets/For-the-health-sector/Specific-life-stage/Health-of-older-people/Hauora-2023-W.pdf  
154 Gibbs C, Langton M, Engel-Harrison P, Pitt Z. Close The Gap - Community Voices: The Pathway to Justice, Equality and 
Healing [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Close the Gap – Campaign for Indigenous Health Equity; 2026 [cited 2026 Apr 13]. 
 

https://www.who.int/news-room/questions-and-answers/item/determinants-of-health
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg2/
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/48518/Global-Climate-Litigation-Report-2025-Status-Review.pdf?sequence=6
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/48518/Global-Climate-Litigation-Report-2025-Status-Review.pdf?sequence=6
https://www.firstnationscleanenergy.org.au/
https://www.energy.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-12/First%20Nations%20Clean%20Energy%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.energy.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-12/First%20Nations%20Clean%20Energy%20Strategy.pdf
https://www.vic.gov.au/place-based-approaches-guide-victorian-public-service
https://www.vic.gov.au/place-based-approaches-guide-victorian-public-service
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8468680/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/study-finds-major-publi-knowledge-gaps-on-renewables-and-theyre-being-filled-with-misinformation/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/study-finds-major-publi-knowledge-gaps-on-renewables-and-theyre-being-filled-with-misinformation/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jul/18/renewables-caught-in-misinformation-crossfire-from-australias-nuclear-cheerleaders
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/article/2024/jul/18/renewables-caught-in-misinformation-crossfire-from-australias-nuclear-cheerleaders
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-31/anti-renewables-campaigns-fuel-community-division-in-regions/105938440
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-10-31/anti-renewables-campaigns-fuel-community-division-in-regions/105938440
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/504104/act-mp-brooke-van-velden-wrongly-quotes-parliamentary-commissioner-for-the-environment
https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/504104/act-mp-brooke-van-velden-wrongly-quotes-parliamentary-commissioner-for-the-environment
https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/P1816-Gas-updates-gas-and-electricity-prices-WEB.pdf
https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/P1816-Gas-updates-gas-and-electricity-prices-WEB.pdf
https://ieefa.org/resources/why-are-power-bills-higher-now-they-used-be
https://futurework.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/10/Polling-Report-Cost-of-Living-REVISED-1.pdf
https://futurework.org.au/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2024/10/Polling-Report-Cost-of-Living-REVISED-1.pdf
https://climatejusticealliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/CJA_JustTransition_Principles_final_hi-rez.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s44358-025-00076-3#citeas
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/assets/For-the-health-sector/Specific-life-stage/Health-of-older-people/Hauora-2023-W.pdf


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 49 

 
Available from: https://closethegap.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-Close-the-Gap-Report-Community-Voices-
FINAL.pdf   
155 Ritchie H, Roser M, Rosado P. Energy Production and Consumption [Internet]. Our World in Data; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 25]. 
Available from: https://ourworldindata.org/energy-production-consumption  
156 Council C. Fuel shock: Why Clean Energy Is Our Best Defence | Climate Council [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): Climate 
Council of Australia Ltd; 2026 Mar [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2026/03/Fuel-shock-briefing-paper.pdf  
157 IPCC. Climate Change 2022: Mitigation of Climate Change [Internet]. Geneva (Switzerland): IPCC; 2022 [cited 2026 Apr 
13]. Available from: https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/  
158 Giles-Corti B, Vernez-Moudon A, Reis R, Turrell G, Dannenberg AL, Badland H, et al. City planning and population health: a 
global challenge. The Lancet [Internet]. 2016 Dec 10 [cited 2026 Apr 19];388(10062):2912–24. Available from: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673616300666  
159 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. The Health Benefits of Mitigating Climate Change Position Statement [Internet]. 
Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2016 Nov [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-
source/advocacy-library/health-benefits-of-mitigating-climate-change-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=3d34361a_5 
160 Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. Physical Activity [Internet]. AIHW; 2024 [cited 2026 Apr 19]. Available from: 
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/physical-activity/physical-activity   
161 Smith M, Wilson OWA, Ducan S, Kira G, Maddison R, Meredith-Jones K, et al. Aotearoa New Zealand Physical Activity 
Report Card for Children & Youth 2 Acknowledgements Citation [Internet]. Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland (Aotearoa New 
Zealand): Te Whare Wānanga o Tāmaki Makaurau | The University of Auckland; 2022 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.activehealthykids.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/New-Zealand-report-card-long-form-2022.pdf  
162 Global Observatory for Physical Activity (GoPA!). New Zealand Country Card: 2nd Physical Activity Almanac. 
https://new.globalphysicalactivityobservatory.com/New%20Country%20cards/New%20Zealand.pd f. Houston (TX): GOPA!; 
2023. 
163 Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Transportation Working Group. Improving the Accessibility and Inclusivity of Public 
Transport through New and Emerging Transport Technologies Best Practice Guidance for Policy Makers [Internet]. Singapore: 
APEC; 2024 Jul [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://imoveaustralia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Improving-the-
accessibility-and-inclusivity-of-public-transport-through-new-and-emerging-transport-technologies.pdf   
164 Mwaka CR, Best KL, Cunningham C, Gagnon M, Routhier F. Barriers and facilitators of public transport use among people 
with disabilities: a scoping review. Frontiers in Rehabilitation Sciences [Internet]. 2024 Jan 8 [cited 2026 Mar 6];4. Available 
from: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10812606/  
165 Victorian Government. Vehicle Modification Subsidy Scheme guidelines [Internet]. Victorian Government; [cited 2026 Mar 5]. 
Available from: https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/vehicle-modification-subsidy-scheme-guidelines  
166 New South Wales Government. Apply for the Taxi Transport Subsidy Scheme [Internet]. NSW Government; 2025 [cited 
2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-for-the-taxi-transport-subsidy-scheme  
167 Fuller Z. Incentivising sustainable and active travel using mobility credits, rewards and discounts [Internet]. in the round. 
2025 [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: https://www.intheround.global/incentivising-sustainable-and-active-travel-using-
mobility-credits-rewards-and-discounts  
168 Avis A. Incentivising greener travel. TRL [Internet]. 2023 Feb 21 [cited 2026 Mar 24]; Available from: 
https://www.trl.co.uk/news/incentivising-greener-travel  
169 Preuss Y. Incentive-based strategies for modern transportation policy - Transportation For America. Transportation for 
America [Internet]. 2025 Aug 15 [cited 2026 Mar 24]; Available from: https://t4america.org/2025/08/15/incentive-based-
strategies-for-modern-transportation-policy/  
170 Pennington AF, Cornwell CR, Sircar KD, Mirabelli MC. Electric vehicles and health: A scoping review. Environmental 
Research [Internet]. 2024 Mar 16 [cited 2026 Mar 6];251(Pt 2):118697. Available from: 
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38499224/  
171 International Energy Agency. Cars and Vans [Internet]. IEA; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.iea.org/energy-system/transport/cars-and-vans  
172 Cozzi L. SUVs are setting new sales records each year – and so are their emissions – Analysis [Internet]. IEA; 2024 [cited 
2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.iea.org/commentaries/suvs-are-setting-new-sales-records-each-year-and-so-are-their-
emissions  

 

https://closethegap.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-Close-the-Gap-Report-Community-Voices-FINAL.pdf
https://closethegap.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026-Close-the-Gap-Report-Community-Voices-FINAL.pdf
https://ourworldindata.org/energy-production-consumption
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Fuel-shock-briefing-paper.pdf
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Fuel-shock-briefing-paper.pdf
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-3/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673616300666
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/health-benefits-of-mitigating-climate-change-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=3d34361a_5
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/health-benefits-of-mitigating-climate-change-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=3d34361a_5
https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/physical-activity/physical-activity
https://www.activehealthykids.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/New-Zealand-report-card-long-form-2022.pdf
https://new.globalphysicalactivityobservatory.com/New%20Country%20cards/New%20Zealand.pd
https://imoveaustralia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Improving-the-accessibility-and-inclusivity-of-public-transport-through-new-and-emerging-transport-technologies.pdf
https://imoveaustralia.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Improving-the-accessibility-and-inclusivity-of-public-transport-through-new-and-emerging-transport-technologies.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10812606/
https://services.dffh.vic.gov.au/vehicle-modification-subsidy-scheme-guidelines
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-for-the-taxi-transport-subsidy-scheme
https://www.intheround.global/incentivising-sustainable-and-active-travel-using-mobility-credits-rewards-and-discounts
https://www.intheround.global/incentivising-sustainable-and-active-travel-using-mobility-credits-rewards-and-discounts
https://www.trl.co.uk/news/incentivising-greener-travel
https://t4america.org/2025/08/15/incentive-based-strategies-for-modern-transportation-policy/
https://t4america.org/2025/08/15/incentive-based-strategies-for-modern-transportation-policy/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/38499224/
https://www.iea.org/energy-system/transport/cars-and-vans
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/suvs-are-setting-new-sales-records-each-year-and-so-are-their-emissions
https://www.iea.org/commentaries/suvs-are-setting-new-sales-records-each-year-and-so-are-their-emissions


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 50 

 
173 Aasness MA, Odeck J. The increase of electric vehicle usage in Norway—incentives and adverse effects. European 
Transport Research Review [Internet]. 2015 [cited 2026 Mar 6];7. Available from: 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12544-015-0182-4  
174 International Energy Agency. Outlook for emissions reductions – Global EV Outlook 2024 – Analysis [Internet]. IEA; 2024 
[cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2024/outlook-for-emissions-reductions  
175 Fyfe C, Barnard LT, Douwes J, Howden‐Chapman P, Crane J. Retrofitting home insulation reduces incidence and severity 
of chronic respiratory disease. Indoor Air [Internet]. 2022 Aug 21 [cited 2026 Mar 6];32(8). Available from: 
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9545372/  
176 Sustainability Victoria. The Victorian Healthy Homes Program: Research findings [Internet]. Melbourne (Australia): 
Sustainability Victoria; 2022 [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: https://assets.sustainability.vic.gov.au/susvic/Report-Energy-
Victorian-Healthy-Homes-program-research.pdf  
177 Sun C, Hurley J, Amati M, Arundel J, Saunders A, Boruff B, et al. Urban Vegetation, Urban Heat Islands and Heat 
Vulnerability Assessment in Melbourne, 2018 [Internet]. Melbourne (Australia): Victorian Government; 2019 [cited 2026 Apr 20]. 
Available from: https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/655826/UHI-and-HVI2018_Report_v1.pdf  
178 Climateworks Centre. Climate-ready homes: Building the case for a renovation wave in Australia [Internet]. Melbourne 
(Australia): Climateworks Centre; 2023 Nov [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.climateworkscentre.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/11/Climate-ready-homes-Building-the-case-for-a-renovation-wave-in-Australia-Summary-report-
Climateworks-Centre-December-2023.pdf  
179 Green Building Council Australia. Exploring Green Star [Internet]. Green Building Council Australia; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. 
Available from: https://new.gbca.org.au/green-star/exploring-green-star/  
180 National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation. Aboriginal Housing for Aboriginal Health [Internet]. Canberra 
(Australia): NACCHO; 2020 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://f.hubspotusercontent10.net/hubfs/5328468/NACCHO%20Housing%20Policy%20Paper%20SH%20edits.pdf  
181 Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water). Government Rebates 
and Loans for Solar [Internet]. Commonwealth of Australia; [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.energy.gov.au/solar/financial-benefits-solar/government-rebates-and-loans-solar  
182 EECA. Warmer Kiwi Homes grant [Internet]. Te Kāwanatanga o Aotearoa New Zealand Government; [cited 2026 Mar 6]. 
Available from: https://www.eeca.govt.nz/co-funding-and-support/products/warmer-kiwi-homes-programme/check-eligibility/ 
183 Browne B, Schultz-Byard N. Something new under the sun Solar PV on South Australian rentals [Internet]. Canberra 
(Australia): Australia Institute; 2021 Jan [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/P943-Something-new-under-the-sun-Web.pdf  
184 Shi S, Bangura M, Robinson D. Housing affordability in the renewable energy transition: Evidence from the domestic rooftop 
solar panel uptake in Sydney, Australia. Energy Research & Social Science [Internet]. 2025 Nov [cited 2026 Mar 
6];129:104335. Available from: https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629625004165?via%3Dihub  
185 Penny G, Logan A, Olin CV, O’Sullivan KC, Robson B, Pehi T, et al. A Whakawhanaungatanga Māori wellbeing model for 
housing and urban environments. Kotuitui: New Zealand Journal of Social Sciences Online [Internet]. 2024 Jan 25 [cited 2026 
Apr 17];19(2):1–27. Available from: https://www.sustainablecities.org.nz/sites/default/files/2024-
01/A%20Whakawhanaungatanga%20M%20ori%20wellbeing%20model%20for%20housing%20and%20urban%20environment
s.pdf  
186 Community Housing Aotearoa (CHA). Māori Wellbeing: A Guide for Housing Providers [Internet]. CHA; 2024 [cited 2026 Apr 
17]. Available from: https://communityhousing.org.nz/resources/maori-wellbeing-guide-a-guide-for-housing-providers  
187 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Action to prevent obesity and reduce its impact across the life course Evidence 
Review [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2018 [cited 2026 Mar 23]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-
source/advocacy-library/racp-obesity-evidence-review.pdf  
188 Ambikapathi R, Schneider KR, Davis B, Herrero M, Winters P, Fanzo JC. Global food systems transitions have enabled 
affordable diets but had less favourable outcomes for nutrition, environmental health, inclusion and equity. Nature Food 
[Internet]. 2022 Sep 19 [cited 2026 Mar 23];3(9):764–79. Available from: https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-022-00588-7  
189 2022 Global Nutrition Report. Global Nutrition Report [Internet]. Global Nutrition Report; 2022 [cited 2026 Mar 23]. Available 
from: https://globalnutritionreport.org/reports/2022-global-nutrition-report/  
190 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, World Health Organization. Sustainable healthy diets: Guiding 
principles [Internet]. Rome (Italy): WHO; 2019 Oct [cited 2026 Mar 23]. Available from: 
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241516648  

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12544-015-0182-4
https://www.iea.org/reports/global-ev-outlook-2024/outlook-for-emissions-reductions
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9545372/
https://assets.sustainability.vic.gov.au/susvic/Report-Energy-Victorian-Healthy-Homes-program-research.pdf
https://assets.sustainability.vic.gov.au/susvic/Report-Energy-Victorian-Healthy-Homes-program-research.pdf
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0032/655826/UHI-and-HVI2018_Report_v1.pdf
https://www.climateworkscentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Climate-ready-homes-Building-the-case-for-a-renovation-wave-in-Australia-Summary-report-Climateworks-Centre-December-2023.pdf
https://www.climateworkscentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Climate-ready-homes-Building-the-case-for-a-renovation-wave-in-Australia-Summary-report-Climateworks-Centre-December-2023.pdf
https://www.climateworkscentre.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Climate-ready-homes-Building-the-case-for-a-renovation-wave-in-Australia-Summary-report-Climateworks-Centre-December-2023.pdf
https://new.gbca.org.au/green-star/exploring-green-star/
https://f.hubspotusercontent10.net/hubfs/5328468/NACCHO%20Housing%20Policy%20Paper%20SH%20edits.pdf
https://www.energy.gov.au/solar/financial-benefits-solar/government-rebates-and-loans-solar
https://www.eeca.govt.nz/co-funding-and-support/products/warmer-kiwi-homes-programme/check-eligibility/
https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/P943-Something-new-under-the-sun-Web.pdf
https://australiainstitute.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/P943-Something-new-under-the-sun-Web.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2214629625004165?via%3Dihub
https://www.sustainablecities.org.nz/sites/default/files/2024-01/A%20Whakawhanaungatanga%20M%20ori%20wellbeing%20model%20for%20housing%20and%20urban%20environments.pdf
https://www.sustainablecities.org.nz/sites/default/files/2024-01/A%20Whakawhanaungatanga%20M%20ori%20wellbeing%20model%20for%20housing%20and%20urban%20environments.pdf
https://www.sustainablecities.org.nz/sites/default/files/2024-01/A%20Whakawhanaungatanga%20M%20ori%20wellbeing%20model%20for%20housing%20and%20urban%20environments.pdf
https://communityhousing.org.nz/resources/maori-wellbeing-guide-a-guide-for-housing-providers
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-obesity-evidence-review.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-obesity-evidence-review.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s43016-022-00588-7
https://globalnutritionreport.org/reports/2022-global-nutrition-report/
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789241516648


 
 
 

RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 51 

 
191 Rockström J, Thilsted SH, Willett WC, Gordon LJ, Herrero M, Hicks CC, et al. The EAT–Lancet Commission on healthy, 
sustainable, and just food systems. The Lancet [Internet]. 2025 Oct 11 [cited 2026 Mar 23];406(10512). Available from: 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01201-2/fulltext#fig16  
192 Li Y, Zhang R. A Review of Water-Energy-Food Nexus Development in a Just Energy Transition. Energies [Internet]. 2023 
Aug 28 [cited 2026 Mar 23];16(17):6253. Available from: https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/16/17/6253  
193 Sander Biesbroek, Kok FJ, Tufford AR, Bloem MW, Darmon N, Drewnowski A, et al. Toward healthy and sustainable diets 
for the 21st century: Importance of sociocultural and economic considerations. PNAS [Internet]. 2023 Jun 12 [cited 2026 Mar 
23];120(26). Available from: https://www.pnas.org/doi/epub/10.1073/pnas.2219272120  
194 International Energy Agency . The Future of Petrochemicals: Towards more sustainable plastics and fertilisers Together 
Secure Sustainable [Internet]. Paris (France): IEA; 2018 [cited 2026 Mar 23]. Available from: 
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/bee4ef3a-8876-4566-98cf-7a130c013805/The_Future_of_Petrochemicals.pdf  
195 Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Health and Aged Care). Estimates of Australian health system greenhouse gas 
emissions 2021–22 [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Commonwealth of Australia; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/estimates-australian-health-system-greenhouse-gas-emissions-2021-22  
196 Lenzen M, Malik A, Li M, Fry J, Weisz H, Pichler PP, et al. The Environmental Footprint of Health care: a Global 
Assessment. The Lancet Planetary Health [Internet]. 2020 Jul [cited 2026 Mar 6];4(7):e271–9. Available from: 
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(20)30121-2/fulltext  
197 https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-04/estimates-of-australian-health-system-greenhouse-gas-emissions-
2021-22.pdfHealth New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora. Health New Zealand’s Emissions Reduction Plan [Internet]. Wellington 
(Aotearoa New Zealand): Te Kāwanatanga o Aotearoa New Zealand Government; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Sustainability-/Health-New-Zealand-Emissions-Reduction-Plan-2024-
27.pdf  
198 Global Green and Healthy Hospitals. About GGHH [Internet]. GGHH; [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://greenhospitals.org/about  
199 Government of South Australia . New WCH Project reaches a sustainability milestone [Internet]. Government of South 
Australia ; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 25]. Available from: https://www.newwch.sa.gov.au/timeline/nwch-project-reaches-an-australia-
first-milestone  
200 Victorian Health Building Authority. New Melton Hospital [Internet]. VHBA; 2022 [cited 2026 Mar 25]. Available from: 
https://www.vhba.vic.gov.au/health/hospitals/new-melton-hospital  
201 Healthy Futures. All-electric Healthy Hospitals [Internet]. Healthy Futures; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.healthyfutures.net.au/all_electric_healthy_hospitals  
202 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. RACP feedback on the National Health and Climate Strategy Consultation 
[Internet]. Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2023 Jul [cited 2026 Apr 12]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au//docs/default-
source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-national-health-and-climate-strategy-consultation.pdf?sfvrsn=2c07d51a_8  
203 Forté Health. NZ’s first net carbon zero hospital unveiled [Internet]. Forté Health; 2021 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.fortehealth.co.nz/news/forte-hospital-has-been-named-new-zealands-first-toitu/  
204 Forté Health. Six years of leading the way in sustainable healthcare [Internet]. Forté Health; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 25]. 
Available from: https://www.fortehealth.co.nz/news/forte-health-is-celebrating-six-years-as-one-of-ne/  
205 Forté Health. WorkRide [Internet]. WorkRide; 2026 [cited 2026 Mar 25]. Available from: https://www.workride.co.nz/workride-
waffle/forte-health  
206 Howse E, Crosland P, Rychetnik L, Wilson A. The Value of Prevention - An Evidence Check rapid review [Internet]. Sydney 
(Australia): Centre for Population Health, NSW Ministry of Health; 2021 Feb [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://preventioncentre.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/The-value-of-prevention-Evidence-Review-March-2021.pdf  
207 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Evolve [Internet]. RACP; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: 
https://www.racp.edu.au/evolve/home  
208 Thanekar UD, Hensher M, Patrick R, Keel G, Forrester M. Exploring opportunities to reduce scope 3 emissions in renewably 
powered health services. Medical Journal of Australia [Internet]. 2024 May 27 [cited 2026 Mar 24];220(11). Available from: 
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2024/220/11/exploring-opportunities-reduce-scope-3-emissions-renewably-powered-health  
209 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Using artificial intelligence in clinical practice - Position statement [Internet]. 
Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2026 Mar [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au//docs/default-
source/advocacy-library/racp-ai-position-statement-using-ai-in-clinical-practice.pdf?sfvrsn=dda7b21a_8  

 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(25)01201-2/fulltext#fig16
https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/16/17/6253
https://www.pnas.org/doi/epub/10.1073/pnas.2219272120
https://iea.blob.core.windows.net/assets/bee4ef3a-8876-4566-98cf-7a130c013805/The_Future_of_Petrochemicals.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov.au/resources/publications/estimates-australian-health-system-greenhouse-gas-emissions-2021-22
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(20)30121-2/fulltext
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-04/estimates-of-australian-health-system-greenhouse-gas-emissions-2021-22.pdf
https://www.health.gov.au/sites/default/files/2025-04/estimates-of-australian-health-system-greenhouse-gas-emissions-2021-22.pdf
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Sustainability-/Health-New-Zealand-Emissions-Reduction-Plan-2024-27.pdf
https://www.tewhatuora.govt.nz/assets/Publications/Sustainability-/Health-New-Zealand-Emissions-Reduction-Plan-2024-27.pdf
https://greenhospitals.org/about
https://www.newwch.sa.gov.au/timeline/nwch-project-reaches-an-australia-first-milestone
https://www.newwch.sa.gov.au/timeline/nwch-project-reaches-an-australia-first-milestone
https://www.vhba.vic.gov.au/health/hospitals/new-melton-hospital
https://www.healthyfutures.net.au/all_electric_healthy_hospitals
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-national-health-and-climate-strategy-consultation.pdf?sfvrsn=2c07d51a_8
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-national-health-and-climate-strategy-consultation.pdf?sfvrsn=2c07d51a_8
https://www.fortehealth.co.nz/news/forte-hospital-has-been-named-new-zealands-first-toitu/
https://www.fortehealth.co.nz/news/forte-health-is-celebrating-six-years-as-one-of-ne/
https://www.workride.co.nz/workride-waffle/forte-health
https://www.workride.co.nz/workride-waffle/forte-health
https://preventioncentre.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/The-value-of-prevention-Evidence-Review-March-2021.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/evolve/home
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2024/220/11/exploring-opportunities-reduce-scope-3-emissions-renewably-powered-health
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-ai-position-statement-using-ai-in-clinical-practice.pdf?sfvrsn=dda7b21a_8
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-ai-position-statement-using-ai-in-clinical-practice.pdf?sfvrsn=dda7b21a_8


RACP Position Statement – A Healthy Future Beyond Fossil Fuels 52 

210 International Energy Agency. Energy and AI [Internet]. Paris (France): IEA; 2025 [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: 
https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-and-ai/ai-and-climate-change  
211 He C, Yue F, Li L, Tang Y, Wu Q, Chen W. AI carbon footprint: The non-negligible hidden emission source. Eco-
Environment & Health [Internet]. 2025 Nov 5 [cited 2026 Mar 24];4(4):100197–7. Available from: 
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12657291/  
212 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Constitution [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2023 [cited 2026 Mar 23]. 
Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/about/governance/constitution-of-the-
racp.pdf?sfvrsn=3d4e321a_16  
213 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Policy and Advocacy Annual Report 2023 [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): RACP; 
2023 [cited 2026 Apr 17]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/policy-and-adv/policy-advocacy-annual-
report-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=bae0d61a_8  
214 Commonwealth of Australia (Department of Health and Aged Care). Joint Statement Working together to achieve 
sustainable high-quality health care in a changing climate [Internet]. Canberra (Australia): Commonwealth of Australia; 2024 
Oct [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available from: https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-09/Joint-Statement-
Working-together-to-achieve-sustainable-high-quality-health-care-in-a-changing-climate.PDF  
215 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Environmental Sustainability Policy [Internet]. Sydney (Australia): RACP; 2023 
Feb [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: https://www.racp.edu.au/about/board-and-governance/governance-
documents/environmental-sustainability-policy  
216 Royal Australasian College of Physicians. Climate Change and Health [Internet]. RACP; 2024 [cited 2026 Mar 6]. Available 
from: https://www.racp.edu.au/policy-and-advocacy/policy-and-advocacy-priorities/climate-change-and-health  
217 Te Puni Kōkiri. The Whānau Ora Outcomes Framework: Empowering whānau into the future [Internet]. Wellington (Aotearoa 
New Zealand): Te Puni Kōkiri; 2016 Jul [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: https://www.tpk.govt.nz/docs/tpk-wo-
outcomesframework-aug2016.pdf  
218 Gollan S, Stacey K. First Nations Cultural Safety Framework Australian Evaluation Society [Internet]. Melbourne (Australia): 
Australian Evaluation Society; 2021 [cited 2026 Mar 24]. Available from: 
https://www.aes.asn.au/images/AES_FirstNations_Cultural_Framework_finalWEB_final.pdf  

https://www.iea.org/reports/energy-and-ai/ai-and-climate-change
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12657291/
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/about/governance/constitution-of-the-racp.pdf?sfvrsn=3d4e321a_16
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/about/governance/constitution-of-the-racp.pdf?sfvrsn=3d4e321a_16
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/policy-and-adv/policy-advocacy-annual-report-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=bae0d61a_8
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/policy-and-adv/policy-advocacy-annual-report-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=bae0d61a_8
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-09/Joint-Statement-Working-together-to-achieve-sustainable-high-quality-health-care-in-a-changing-climate.PDF
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/sites/default/files/2024-09/Joint-Statement-Working-together-to-achieve-sustainable-high-quality-health-care-in-a-changing-climate.PDF
https://www.racp.edu.au/about/board-and-governance/governance-documents/environmental-sustainability-policy
https://www.racp.edu.au/about/board-and-governance/governance-documents/environmental-sustainability-policy
https://www.racp.edu.au/policy-and-advocacy/policy-and-advocacy-priorities/climate-change-and-health
https://www.tpk.govt.nz/docs/tpk-wo-outcomesframework-aug2016.pdf
https://www.tpk.govt.nz/docs/tpk-wo-outcomesframework-aug2016.pdf
https://www.aes.asn.au/images/AES_FirstNations_Cultural_Framework_finalWEB_final.pdf

	Executive Summary
	Recommendations
	Introduction
	Recognising and addressing underlying causes
	A just, healthy transition
	Foundations for working towards Indigenous justice

	Fossil fuels impact our health
	Fossil fuels drive the health harms of climate change
	Coal harms our health and the environment
	Gas harms our health and the environment
	Fossil fuel transportation drives air pollution and costs of living
	Fossil fuel exports generate health harms beyond national borders
	Fossil fuels drive biodiversity loss and ecosystem instability

	Connection to lands underpins Indigenous health
	Colonisation and exploitation of Indigenous lands and resources
	Fighting threats to lives, lands, culture, and wellbeing

	Fossil fuels worsen health inequities
	Commercial and political determinants are intertwined and influential
	Addressing inequities through inclusive, participatory approaches

	Phasing out fossil fuels for a healthy future
	Costs of deferring climate action
	Accountability for health and environmental harm

	Working together for a future built on renewable energy
	Co-designing governance for place-based approaches
	Minimising the health risks of transitioning away from fossil fuels
	Support for priority populations, including alternative employment
	Disinformation and the cost of renewable energy

	Prioritising Indigenous sovereignty, partnerships, and co-design
	Investing in health and energy efficiency
	Optimising transport for improved air quality and health
	Building and retrofitting for health
	Transforming food systems to promote health

	Supporting healthcare systems to be part of the solution
	Reducing emissions through prevention and high-value care
	Greening supply chains to lower Scope 3 emissions
	Using artificial intelligence to benefit health in the transition
	Building climate resilience for continued delivery of high-quality care
	Climate and environmental sustainability work at the RACP

	Monitoring, evaluation, and accountability
	Conclusion and next steps
	Reference list



