
 

 

 

 

01 March 2018 

 

Clinical Associate Professor Robyn Wallace 

Chair 

RACP Tasmanian State Committee 

 

tas@racp.edu.au  

 

 
Dear Professor Wallace 

 

I write in response to your letter on behalf of the Royal Australasian College of Physicians. 
 

Over the past four years, the Liberal Government has made improving the health of 

Tasmanians a high priority, with a strong focus on prevention and management of chronic 

disease. 
 

During this time, the Liberal Government has not only honoured, but exceeded its 

commitments on health made during the 2014 Election Campaign, including the opening of 
more hospital beds (we promised to open 40 hospital beds and are opening 120 additional 

hospital beds and treatment recliners). We have also delivered a new record number of 

elective surgery procedures, with elective surgery waiting lists at the lowest level recorded. 
 

As part of our Plan for Building Your Future, we have set ambitious targets for our next term, 

including that 90% of Tasmanians will be treated within clinically-recommended timeframes for 

their elective surgery, by the end of the next four years of a majority Liberal Government. 

 

To achieve our targets, over the next six years, a re-elected majority Liberal Government will: 

 
-          Invest three-quarters of a million dollars ($757 million) into health; 

- Open an additional 298 hospital beds across the State – an increase of more than 20 

per cent; 
-          Open 25 community mental health beds; 
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-          Open 30 additional community-based drug and alcohol rehabilitation beds; 
-          Increase the number of health professionals by 1,332 FTE, including: 

o 802 additional nurses (a 22% increase); 

o An extra 158 doctors (an 18% increase); 
o 128 extra allied health professionals (a 14% increase); 

o 178 additional operational and administrative staff to support the frontline (a 

12% increase); and 

o 62 additional paramedics and call takers (an 18% increase); 
-          Invest $183 million into acute hospital, regional hospital and ambulance infrastructure; 

-          Establish a dedicated Health Recruitment, Retention and Workforce Planning Unit, to 

prepare a 20-year Future Health Workforce Plan; and 

-          Establish and staff Tasmania’s first integrated medical and search and rescue helicopter 

service. 

 

Our Health Plan will deliver: 

-          More than 30,000 additional Tasmanians being admitted for medical care each year, 

taking pressure off our Emergency Departments, including more surgery; 

-          Provide a 50% increase in ICU capacity at the Royal Hobart Hospital; and 
-          See thousands of children and adolescent Tasmanians admitted to dedicated wards 

each year for specialist mental health care, for the first time. 

 

Drugs and alcohol 

 

The Liberal Government recognises the impact that alcohol can have on local communities, 
which is why we invest more than $17 million each year to help around 3,000 Tasmanians to 

access alcohol and other drugs services. 

 

That includes $4.8 million over four years that we invested in the 2015-16 Budget, to tackle 
alcohol and drug misuse and abuse, and open 12 new alcohol and drug residential rehabilitation 

beds.  

 
A re-elected majority Liberal Government will continue investing in this important area, 

providing continuing funding for those beds, as well as 30 new beds, and investing $6.6 million 

to establish the Tasmanian Community Health Fund, which will include preventative health 

measures. 

 

The Liberal Government is committed to delivering better health outcomes for all Tasmanians 
and reducing the damage done by alcohol and drug misuse. 

 

Mental Health 

 

The Liberal Government considers mental health care a priority and over the past four years 

we have introduced Tasmania's first Rethink Mental Health Plan, invested more than $100 

million each year for mental health services and provided more funding for rural outreach and 
packages of care. 

 

We know there is more to do, and as a result of getting the Budget back into balance, we can 
now invest even more into essential services such as mental health. 

 



A re-elected majority Liberal Government will invest $95 million over six years and open and 
staff 25 new mental health beds to take the pressure off our emergency departments and 

ensure patients get the care they need sooner and in the right therapeutic environment. 

 
Our commitment consists of: 

 

 10 new beds at Mistral Place. This represents a doubling of mental health beds at this 
facility and will help to take the pressure off the Royal Hobart Hospital (RHH). 

Construction of a new ward will begin immediately after the election and is expected to 

be complete within 12 months of works starting. It is estimated that an extra 20 full 

time staff will be employed.  

 

 15 new beds at the Peacock Centre. We will rebuild the Peacock Centre to provide 15 
additional mental beds for step up and step down care and to deliver other community 

mental health services. The rebuild is expected to take two years and would see around 

29 extra staff employed once complete. 

 

 A re-elected majority Liberal Government will also establish Tasmania's first specialist 

mental health facilities for adolescents and children, in the North and South.  
 

 As part of a redeveloped RHH we will fully staff and open a 16 bed Adolescent Unit 

with specialist mental health care. These beds will provide integrated care for 

adolescents with capacity for medical and surgical patients, as well as provision of safe 

rooms for young people who need mental health care. It is estimated an extra 50 full 

time staff will be recruited. 
 

 Eight new beds on the Children's Ward 4K, including a dedicated Adolescent Unit will 

form part of redevelopment works at the LGH, providing specialised facilities for mental 
health care. This will allow the LGH to deliver better psychiatric services to child and 

adolescent patients and support families and carers from across the North. It is 

estimated an additional 26 fulltime staff will be recruited. 

 

We will work closely with clinicians to get the right model of care and staffing mix for all new 

mental health facilities. 

 
A re-elected majority Liberal Government will also establish a Mental Health Taskforce to 

develop a plan to better integrate mental health services in Southern Tasmania. This taskforce 

would include representation from key stakeholders and provide expert advice on the best use 
of new mental health beds, so Tasmanians can get the right care, at the right place, at the right 

time. 

 
Deaths due to prescription and illicit drugs 

 

I acknowledge the issues you have raised and note that Tasmania has continued to make 

progress in reducing opioid prescribing rates. 
 

In this regard, I understand there has been a 60 per cent reduction in the average Oral 

Morphine Equivalent Daily Dose (OMEDD) between 2004 and 2015, with respect to the 
prescribing of opioids for chronic pain patients. 

 



National Schedule 8 reporting data obtained from the Commonwealth supports this, and 
indicates that for the past five years, Tasmania has been below the national average OMEDD in 

grams per 1000 people for the six most commonly used Schedule 8 opioid analgesics. 

As you would be aware, Tasmania has led the nation with the Drugs and Poisons Information 
System Online Remote Access (DORA) - a real time reporting technology that is used to 

monitor Schedule 8 dispensing.   

 

Following the implementation of real time reporting through DORA, the number of deaths in 
Tasmania related to prescribed opioids reduced by a third.  DORA has been an overwhelming 

success, and is supported by a collaborative clinical-regulatory approach between the DHHS 

Pharmaceutical Services Branch, addiction specialists and pain medicine specialists.   

 

Disability services 

 

The Liberal Government is one of the biggest supporters of the National Disability Insurance 

Scheme, because it will give more Tasmanians with disability, and their carer givers, greater 

choice and control of their care, and undoubtedly improve people’s lives. 

 
The Tasmanian Government is investing $750 million to fund the NDIS over the next four 

years. 

 

However, we do recognise that with significant change, such as the full roll-out of the NDIS, 

often comes challenges. 

 
For example, the Early Childhood Intervention Services was to become a “cashed out” service 

under the NDIS in 2013, yet the Government has decided to continue to operate ECIS 

alongside the NDIS model until 2020, to ensure support services continue during transition. 

 
We will always listen to the concerns of the disability community and do what we believe is 

best for Tasmanians.    

 
Ensuring we have appropriate support for children with disability, from the early years and 

throughout their education is, and always has been, a priority of this Government. 

Tasmania has operated a successful and respected Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) 

for many years. 

 

ECIS plays a vital role in providing a ‘gold star’ level of service to families and young children 
with disability, including providing vital support to children and their carers in their transition to 

school. 

 

The Liberal Government announced in October that all existing Early Childhood Intervention 

Services (ECIS) will continue to operate alongside the emerging NDIS model, until 2020. 

This will ensure support services continue for children and families during transition to the 

NDIS. 
 

Telehealth 

 
We have established Telehealth Clinics to make it easier for patients to access specialist 

services.  From September last year, telehealth clinics have enabled Endocrine and General 

Endocrine Neoplasia patients in the North West to access services with a specialist in Hobart. 



 
Obesity 

 

The Liberal Government has a goal for Tasmania to be the healthiest population in the country 
by 2025. 

 

To support this we have a $6.7 million Healthy Tasmania plan. Our plan includes key 

partnerships between the Tasmanian Government and the community. 
 

With more than 67 percent of Tasmanians either overweight or obese, the Government has 

made targeting Obesity a priority within our Healthy Tasmania plan. 

 

Healthy Tasmania is in addition to the $70 million the Government is already investing each 

year in preventative health programs. 

 

More detail about the Liberal’s health policy can be found at www.tas.liberal.org.au/policy  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to outline our policies. 
 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Will Hodgman MP 
Liberal Leader 
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