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Dear Associate Professor Wallace 

Thank you for providing Labor with the Royal Australasian College of Physicians 
(RACP) 2018 Election Statement. It is my pleasure to respond on behalf of the 
Tasmanian Labor party and to also provide a copy of our health policy, Putting 
Patients First.  

Labor has a comprehensive Better Health Plan to keep Tasmanians healthier for 
longer, treated faster and home sooner. Labor’s plan starts form birth, right through 
to old age. 

We understand the best way to take pressure off the health system, workers and the 
budget is to act early and intervene sooner. 

Our commitment is to work with you and your membership to provide better health 
services to all Tasmanians by investing in preventative health, primary and 
community health and acute health services. We will invest in employing more staff 
and upgrade the infrastructure that services our population to provide for more beds. 

Our policy is costed over six years with significant investments in the first two years 
to address the crisis in health and a longer term commitment to workforce planning, 
infrastructure upgrades and better integration of health services. 

Below are responses to the specific questions raised by the RACP and as always, 
please get in contact if you have any further matters you wish to raise. 

Kind regards 

 

Rebecca White MP 
TASMANIAN LABOR LEADER 
MEMBER FOR LYONS 

22 February 2018 

Enc: Putting Patients First – A Better Health System Action Plan. 



The incoming Government should:  

• Provide funding to ensure that people who are eligible for the NDIS but are 
not yet on an NDIS plan to receive essential disability supports until their 
transition to the NDIS is complete. 

• Plan and continue to fund disability programs for those who are, by design, 
not eligible for the NDIS.  

The NDIS is the biggest social reform since Medicare and we support the transition 
of cohorts so that the scheme is ultimately successful.	

Individual support packages are provided by the state government for people with a 
disability who aren’t yet eligible for the NDIS and Labor remains committed to 
providing ISPs until the full transition can occur.	

There are lots of discussions to take place between all levels of government about 
the funding of organisations that aren’t involved in direct service delivery to ensure 
that these organisations continue to provide important support to the Tasmanian 
families and individuals that they support.	

Tasmania’s Early Childhood Intervention Service (ECIS) provides a critical service 
for families and children with disability when they are starting their learning journey.	
	
Without ECIS many parents would be left to navigate services and their child starting 
school alone.	
Labor knows that the NDIS funded service does not provide the same wrap around 
service that walks side by side with parents on what can be a confusing and difficult 
journey.	

That is why Labor will continue to fund ECIS from 2020 to maintain this essential 
service to families of children with disability.	

Labor will continue to work with the NDIS on the non-education component of ECIS 
to ensure the best outcomes for students and families are delivered. 	

 

The incoming Government should plan and fund:  

• Appropriate mental health services across Tasmania that are well integrated 
with physical health care, including specialist physician and paediatric 
services  

• Transitional specialist services for young adults with developmental disability 
as they grow out of paediatric services  

• A service in adult medicine that recommends and delivers appropriate clinical 
adjustments to mainstream services that adults with intellectual disability 
require. 



Labor has made a number of announcements about improving mental health 
services in Tasmania that can be found in our policy document, Putting Patients 
First: Stage Two. 

 

The incoming Government should:  

• Contribute to the development of the National Alcohol Strategy 2018-26, and 
identify and progress those items that are within the Tasmanian government’s 
responsibilities.  

• Increase funding for drug and alcohol treatment services, including supporting 
appropriate workforce development, to address the unmet need.  

• Increase investment in prevention services to reduce the incidence of illicit 
drug use and alcohol use disorders.  

• Invest in and support initiatives to reduce the inappropriate and harmful use of 
prescription drugs.  

• Implement a minimum price per standard alcoholic drink.  

• Ban all outdoor advertising of alcohol, including outdoor advertising using 
Tasmanian government property. This would support the principle of 
preventing the exposure of young people to direct and indirect alcohol 
advertising due to its recognised harmful impact. We note that this is one of 
the few media channels for alcohol advertising which is directly within the 
control of state governments 

The Labor party is serious about investing more in preventative health strategies and 
programs and we have outlined a comprehensive policy approach in our document 
Putting Patients First: Stage Five. We have also outlined initiatives on page 12 of the 
document in relation to alcohol and drug services.  

 

In response to the disparate health outcomes between Aboriginal and non Aboriginal 
Tasmanians, the incoming Government should:  

• Prioritise equitable access to specialist care for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in Tasmania. This requires systems and mechanisms to drive 
regional collaboration in identifying and planning specialist healthcare service 
provision for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Tasmania; 
involving the Local Hospital Networks and Primary Health Network.  

• Invest in systems and process to better integrate care across primary and 
specialist care for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Tasmania, 
ensuring the leadership and engagement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander leaders and communities.  



• Incentivise compliance throughout the Tasmanian public health system with 
the six new Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander specific actions that have 
been included in draft version 2 of the NSQHS Standards, set for adoption in 
January 2019. 

Labor, through our platform has committed to “Ensure Tasmanian Aborigines are 
represented on relevant authorities and consulted in government policy formulation 
and service delivery, with particular emphasis on improving Aboriginal education and 
health outcomes.” 
 
We know that there is good work being done through Primary Health Tasmania 
which has commissioned Tasmanian Aboriginal Centre, Karadi Aboriginal 
Corporation, South East Tasmanian Aboriginal Corporation, Circular Head Aboriginal 
Corporation, and Flinders Island Aboriginal Association. 
 
Labor understands that Primary Health Tasmania has commissioned organisations 
across Tasmania to deliver a range of Aboriginal health services including: 
 
Integrated Team Care services to improve the management of chronic conditions for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 
Alcohol and other drug treatment services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. 
 
Social and emotional wellbeing services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples.  
 
 

The incoming Government should:  

• Commit to digital transformation within Tasmanian hospitals, with genuine 
clinical leadership and concomitant partnership with Government and 
bureaucracy, with the goal of improved clinical outcomes for all Tasmanians 
across the state.  

• Fund the promotion of extended access to telehealth to the community, 
healthcare professionals, and health services organisations.  

• Support the RACP’s position in favour of Medicare rebatable specialist 
telehealth consultations for patients living within 15 km of the specialist 
service. 

• Plan and resource telehealth facilities accordingly to support the technology 
being as widely and effectively used as possible. 

The Labor party agrees that services for patients can be improved with increased 
use of technology and take up of tele-health services. The Tasmanian government 
has invested significantly in infrastructure at each of our sites and we need to 
encourage greater utilisation by the workforce to improve patient access to this 
technology. Please see our policy document, Putting Patients First: Stage One. 



 

The incoming Government should prioritise obesity prevention and treatment by:  

• Supporting a national taskforce including sustained funding, regular and 
ongoing monitoring and evaluation of key measures and regular reporting 
around targets. 

• Allocating long-term sustainable funding for evidence-based prevention 
measures for overweight and obesity, and ensuring primary prevention 
interventions focus on those most affected by overweight and obesity.  

• Contribute funding to the development, implementation, update and 
monitoring within Tasmania of comprehensive and consistent national 
guidelines on diet, physical activity and weight management, with a focus on 
critical periods in the life course. 

• Where jurisdictional responsibility permits, introduce restrictions on the 
advertising and marketing of unhealthy foods and beverages to children and 
young people (such as on public transport and billboards). 

• Integrate obesity prevention policy into urban and regional planning processes 
in order to promote safe, inviting and proximate access to playgrounds and 
sporting facilities, as well as appropriate pedestrian and cycling infrastructure 

• Support and provide for equitable access to bariatric surgery for public 
hospital patients. 

The Labor party is serious about investing more in preventative health strategies and 
programs and we have outlined a comprehensive policy approach in our document 
Putting Patients First: Stage Five.  

 

The incoming Government should: 

• Reconsider age-based tobacco restrictions, focused on regulating the sale of 
tobacco rather than its use.  

• Where jurisdictional responsibility permits, regulate the sale, supply, use, and 
promotion of e-cigarettes to prevent their use by minors and discourage their 
uptake by non-smokers.  

• Encourage the further research to inform policy makers, governments, and 
clinicians about any potential role of e-cigarettes in tobacco control and 
potential harm to public health. 

The Labor party is serious about investing more in preventative health strategies and 
programs and we have outlined a comprehensive policy approach in our document 
Putting Patients First: Stage Five.   



 

The RACP recommends that the incoming Tasmanian government:  

• Continue to drive high-value, high-quality care in clinical practice by 
supporting the implementation of the Evolve recommendations in clinical 
services it funds and more broadly in Tasmania.  

• Invest in providing accessible resources relating to appropriate patient care 
for consumers and promoting shared decision-making.  

• Invest in quality improvement measures and change management strategies 
across the health system, via grants or supported initiatives.  

• Support translational research, bridging the divide between academic 
identification of low-value clinical practices and the reduction of these 
practices in clinical environments 

The Labor party is committed to improving the workplace environment across the 
Tasmanian health system. We have outlined a number of our initiatives in our policy, 
Putting Patients First: Stage Four.  


