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Background 

Building community resilience is a strategy that has been increasing harnessed in the field of disaster 

risk reduction, to mitigate the growing effects of natural hazards on vulnerable populations.1 Numerous 

factors have been proposed to promote resilience, including social capital, local knowledge and people-

place connections.2, 3 

Aim 

This scoping review aimed to identify and describe the factors that promote community resilience in 

vulnerable populations that have experienced a natural hazard. 

Methods 

We searched four databases; Ovid Medline, EMBASE, CINAHL and Ovid PsycInfo; for English primary 

research studies published at any time. Eligible studies addressed community resilience or a related 

component among a study population that included at least one of specified vulnerable groups and that 

had been exposed to any type of natural hazard. The search identified 3401 articles, with 47 included 

after screening. Relevant information was extracted and a quality assessment using the Joanna Briggs 

Institute critical appraisal tools was conducted for each study by two independent reviewers. 

Results 

Initial analysis described the characteristics of included studies and identified knowledge gaps. Key 

areas for further research include understudied settings in non-Western contexts, hazards such as 

bushfires, and vulnerable groups such as sexual and gender minorities. There was a lack of longitudinal 

studies and studies conducted in later phases of community recovery and adaptation. Of the various 

factors thought to build resilience, social capital was the most commonly described, whereas local 

knowledge and people-place connections were less frequently discussed. 

Conclusion 

Community resilience is a growing area of research globally; however, there are many knowledge gaps 

where further evidence is needed to inform strategies to reduce disaster risk in vulnerable communities. 
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