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Welcome to the AYAMC mid-year communiqué which is made available to all 
Fellows, Trainees and College staff. This communiqué keeps you informed and 
updated of matters pertaining to the Adolescent & Young Adult Medicine Committee 
at the RACP. 
 
Dr Andrew Kennedy chaired the AYAMC from August 2014 to March 2016; many 
thanks to Dr Kennedy for his leadership.  
 
During this time he oversaw the development of an application that was intended to 
be submitted to the relevant authorities for recognition of Adolescent & Young Adult 
Medicine as a field of specialty in Australia. Whilst this did not progress, for a number 
of external factors outlined in last year’s communique, the work is extremely valuable 
as it has led to the College supporting the development of a dual training program in 
in AYAM, as well as a College wide-position statement.  
 
On behalf of the RACP Dr Kennedy was also vocal in the media where possible 
including an opinion piece - '6 questions every parent of a teenager will ask' to align 
with the Australian National Youth Week, 10 – 19 April 2015.  He was also involved 
with the launch of the Sexual and Reproductive Health Care for Young People 
position statement at the Australian Association for Adolescent Health (AAAH) Youth 
Health Conference in Melbourne on the 13 November, 2015.  
 
EDUCATION & TRAINING 

• The AYAM Advanced Training Committee has been very busy working with 
the College to develop the Advanced Training Program in Adolescent and 
Young Adult Medicine – a dual training program. 

• In New Zealand, applications opened in September 2016; with a closing date 
of 31 October 2016. 

• In Australia, applications are scheduled to open in December 2016; with a 
closing date of 15 February 2017 

• The Working With Young People online resource  is available for anyone 
interested in AYAM. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
POLICY & ADVOCACY 

• A position statement on Adolescents and Young Adults is out for consultation. 
This College statement will be an important platform from which the College 
may advocate for the health and wellbeing of young people; aged 10 – 24 
years. 
 
 

For those of you keen to train in AYAM please send your queries 
to AdolescentMed@racp.edu.au. College staff will respond or 
direct your query to the AYAM Advanced Training Committee. 

 

http://www.debriefdaily.com/lifestyle/parents-and-teens/
http://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/pa-pos-sexual-and-reproductive-health-care-for-young-people.pdf
http://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/pa-pos-sexual-and-reproductive-health-care-for-young-people.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/adolescent-and-young-adult-medicine
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/advanced-training/advanced-training-programs/adolescent-and-young-adult-medicine
https://elearning.racp.edu.au/course/view.php?id=29
mailto:AdolescentMed@racp.edu.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
RACP MEMBERS 

• ‘Staying safe - sex and the under sixteens’, an interactive case based 
workshop was held at RACP Congress 2016. Four different cases of sexually 
active teenagers were presented and participants discussed the sexual and 
reproductive issues faced by these young people and the role paediatricians 
play in supporting them.  

• The workshop links to the RACP position statement Sexual and Reproductive 
Health Care for Young People Position Statement , 2015  

 
GOVERNANCE 
Membership of the AYAMC 
The AYAMC welcomed: 

• Dr Rod McClymont – Chair, from March 2016. 
• Dr Matthew Sypek – Adult Medicine Division representative 
• Dr Siobhan Bourke – Chapter of Sexual Health Medicine representative 
• Dr Hester Wilson – Chapter of Addiction Medicine representative 
• Dr Natalie Ong – Chapter of Community Child Health representative 
• Dr Bridget Farrant – AYAM Advanced Training Committee representative  
• Dr Emma Mitchell – Advanced Trainee (Adult Medicine) 
• Dr Anna Bamford – Advanced Trainee (Paediatrics) 
• Dr Vathsala Agarwalla – co-opted member 

 
The following members’ terms concluded: 

• Professor Kate Steinbeck – AMD representative 
• Dr Gilbert Whitton – Addiction Medicine representative 
• Dr Bessy Lampropoulos – CCCH representative 
• Dr Michele Yeo – (Co-opted) VIC representative 
• Professor Shanthi Ameratunga – NZ Fellow representative 

 
The following members retired: 

• Dr Andrew Kennedy – Chair of AYAMC (March 2016) 
• Dr Rod McClymont – PPAC representative (will be retiring once a 

replacement is appointed)  
 
Membership is available at AYAM Committee  
 
Meetings 
The AYAMC met: 

• Wednesday, 23 March 2016 (Teleconference) 
• Friday, 19 August 2016 (Face to Face) 

 
The AYAMC will meet via teleconference later in the year – date to be determined. 
 
Dr Rod McClymont 
Chair, AYAMC 
 

Queries and comments may be directed to paed@racp.edu.au. 
Secretariat support is provided by the  

PCHD Divisional Office. 
 

 

https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/racp-sexual-and-reproductive-health-care-for-young-people-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/racp-sexual-and-reproductive-health-care-for-young-people-position-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.racp.edu.au/about/racp-committees/paediatrics-child-health-division-governance/adolescent-and-young-adult-medicine-committee
mailto:paed@racp.edu.au

