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The Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP) has welcomed the pending closure of
the Manus Island Detention Centre and is calling for the Federal Government to release all
asylum seekers into the community whilst their claims are being processed.
RACP President, Laureate Professor Nicholas Talley urged the Federal Government to take
note of the evidence of the significant harms caused by immigration detention.
“The RACP has been a long term proponent of asylum seekers being in community-based
placements rather than being held in detention while refugee claims are assessed,”
explained Professor Talley.
“The health impacts of detention centres can be devastating, both physically and mentally –
particularly for children.
“The evidence is very clear - immigration detention centres are extremely harmful to health.
Cases of sexual abuse, depression, anxiety and self-harm happen far too regularly and their
impact can be life-long. Community-based placement is a viable and effective option,” he
added.
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