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 Health expenditure will exceed the entire SA Budget  
 2007 → 2032  
 2012 → 2038 

 
 Part of a ongoing trend between 1990 and 2014 
 Real terms ($b): 50.3 →   154.6  
 GDP (%):   6.5 →   9.7 
 Tax income (%):  15.7 →   24.1 



For every $1 invested in effective prevention,  
$5.60 is returned within five years 

 
 Primary care is vital to sustainable healthcare 

 How do we measure effective primary care? 
 What initiatives might achieve this? 
 
 

 



 How do we measure effective primary care? 
 

 
 

 

 
 What policy initiatives might achieve this? 

 
 

 



Understand forms of economic evaluation 

 
→ No Δ Outputs 

 
→ Δ Outputs 

 
→ Difficult 

 
→ ?Cost of QALY 



Clearly identify the public health question and scope 
 
 

Does contemporary Australian research on these primary 
care initiatives support the anticipated efficiency gains? 



Document the search strategy 
Systematically search the published and ‘grey’ literature 

 
 First-ever review 

 Three attempts 
 Good for learning 

 Repeatable, static  
 Search strategy 
 Inclusion & exclusion 

criteria 
 Confidence to readers 

and myself 



Present findings in a clear, well structured manner 

 Conform to audience 
expectations 
 MJA 
 Cochrane Collaboration 
 PRISMA 

 Key results: 
 19 total 
 2 reported cost 
 5 non-significant 
 Meta-analysis not possible 



 No evidence supporting cost-effectiveness of the 
government-identified initiatives 
 May prevent primary care reform, forcing health or 

other service cuts 
 Medicare co-payments and indexation  

 
 Minimal research with cost data 

 Need to standardise cost reporting in research 
 Need to identify and remediate barriers 
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