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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

 
 
Dear Delegates
Welcome to RACP Congress 2017. Our 
strength as a College lies in our collective 
diversity – more than 24,000 members across  
51 different specialties, and two nations. 

Yet there are common issues and questions 
that unite us all. This year, we are 
introducing a new shared interest model for 
Congress to address those broad themes. 

We’ll look at big picture issues together, such as our role in 
contemporary society and politics, ethics in rapidly developing 
spheres of medicine, and advocacy for disability. As always there  
will also be opportunities for us to connect and converse with our 
peers on topics more specific to our respective specialties. 

I hope you find this format both dynamic and interactive.  
I encourage you all to participate in the panel discussions with 
luminaries from Australia and New Zealand, and around the world. 

Dr Catherine Yelland
RACP President
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HOST

The Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP) connects, 
represents and trains over 15,000 physicians and 7,500 trainee 
physicians in Australia and New Zealand. For more information go to 
www.racp.edu.au.

The Royal Australasian College of Physicians unifies the major 
medical specialties across both countries to promote excellence in 
health.

Through the College, our members come together to invest their time 
and expertise to: 

•	 Educate the next generation of specialists to deliver quality care 
for patients and promote excellence in their profession. Our CPD 
and Next Generation Learning initiatives also provide members 
with opportunities to develop their skills as both practitioners and 
educators.

•	 Advocate for policies that promote the interests of our profession, 
our patients and our communities. Our policy and advocacy work 
provides a voice for our specialties in the debates that will shape 
our health system and our broader society.

•	 Innovate in the delivery of specialist medicine in a constantly 
changing world. We support research in our specialties with our 
grants program, while initiatives like Evolve evaluate the evidence 
to ensure our practice is at the cutting edge of medical science.
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LEAD FELLOW’S MESSAGE

Dear Delegates
On behalf of the Congress Organising 
Committee, welcome and I hope you enjoy 
our new and exciting program. 

As Catherine has already mentioned, we have 
a fascinating agenda that has broad appeal to 
all this year, with several eminent speakers 
and panelists including:

•	 Emeritus Professor Gillian Triggs in a discussion on the human 
rights and moral obligations of physicians in the contemporary 
political climate

•	 The Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada’s 
Professor Ross Upshur on 21st century ethics

•	 Chief Medical Officer of Australia Professor Brendan Murphy on 
our role in maintaining the health of a nation

•	 Emeritus Professor Norton M Hadler on the illness of work 
incapacity

•	 Mr John Walsh AM on the evolution of the National Disability  
Insurance Scheme

•	 Sir Michael Marmot, world-renowned epidemiologist, via pre-
recorded video, as part of a discussion urging doctors to do more 
to change the world. 

This is my third and final year as Congress Lead Fellow. As I hand 
over to Dr David Beaumont, I would like to thank the Congress 
Organising Committee, the College and you, our members, for the 
privilege of organising our flagship annual event.   
 
Associate Professor Michael Gabbett  
Lead Fellow
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CONGRESS ORGANISING COMMITTEE

The RACP Congress Organising Committee has representatives from 
various College Divisions, Faculties and Committees.

Associate Professor Michael Gabbett, Lead Fellow

Professor Michael Ackland, Australasian Faculty of Public Health 
Medicine Representative

Associate Professor Nick Buckmaster, Adult Medicine Division 
Representative

Dr Stephen de Graaff, Australasian Faculty of Rehabilitation 
Medicine Representative

Dr Jolene Fraser, Paediatrics & Child Health Division Representative

Professor Judith Savige, Victorian State Committee Representative

Dr David Gras, Australasian Faculty of Occupational and 
Environmental Medicine Representative

Associate Professor Alasdair MacDonald, College Policy and 
Advocacy Committee Representative

Dr Hong Wu, College Trainees’ Committee co-representative

Dr Annie Hung, College Trainees’ Committee co-representative
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RACP CONGRESS 2017 APP

Download the RACP Congress 2017 app for 
all information including program, speakers 
and exhibitors. 
The free Congress app is available for both 
iPhone and Android via the app stores.
Your personal login for the app is your 
registered email address for Congress.  
The password is ‘2017’.  
You can use the Congress app to: 
•	 plan your schedule
•	 see speaker’s biographies 
•	 connect with delegates
•	 participate in daily polls
•	 access social media 
•	 view abstracts.

If you require any assistance, please visit the 
onsite Registration Desk located on the Ground 
Floor of the Melbourne Convention Centre.

RACP CONGRESS 2017 ABSTRACT 
ONLINE SUPPLEMENT

Visit the RACP Congress 2017 abstracts page 
on the Congress website 
www.racpcongress.com.au 
to access presentation abstracts.

GET SOCIAL AT CONGRESS

follow us

#racp17

http://www.racpcongress.com


REGISTRATION

The RACP Congress 2017 Registration Desk is located on the Ground 
level of the Melbourne Convention Centre and is open during the 
following times:

Sunday, 7 May
7.30am – 5pm

Monday, 8 May
7am – 5pm

Tuesday, 9 May
6.30am – 5pm

Wednesday, 10 May
6.30am – 1.30pm

Speakers’ Preparation Room
Speakers are asked to submit their presentation to the technicians in 
the Speakers’ Preparation Room at their earliest convenience and no 
later than three hours prior to the start of their session, or the day 
before if presenting in the morning.

The Speakers’ Preparation Room is located in Meeting Room 215 on 
Level 2 of the Melbourne Convention Centre and is open during the 
following times:

Saturday, 6 May
2.30am – 4.30pm

Sunday, 7 May
7.30am – 5pm

Monday, 8 May
7am – 5pm

Tuesday, 9 May
6.30am – 5pm

Wednesday, 10 May
6.30am – 10.30pm
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Security 
For security reasons, you are asked to wear your name badge  
at all times. This policy will be strictly enforced during Congress 
and delegates may be refused entry without Congress ID.  
Security may be present and monitoring 
access to Congress activities.

Name Badge and Social Function Tickets
Your name badge is your entry to all sessions, the exhibition,  
inclusive social functions as well as morning and afternoon teas  
and lunches. Your name badge will have a barcode which will  
be used to scan you into your nominated functions. Please wear 
your name badge at all times. The swapping of the Congress 
lanyard with your own lanyard is not permitted. 

If you have registered for the Congress Gala Dinner a ticket will be 
located in your name badge. Please bring this ticket for entry into 
the dinner, for catering purposes admittance will only be given to 
ticket holders.

Certificates of Attendance
Following the Congress all registered delegates will receive a 
Certificate of Attendance via email. The delegate list is available 
via the Congress app.

Delegate List
The Delegate List contains the name, organisation and country of 
origin of registered delegates and registered exhibitors.

Continuing Professional Development Credits
The RACP provides MyCPD as an online service to Fellows to assist 
in meeting mandated continuing professional development (CPD) 
requirements. Fellows can claim attendance at Congress 2017 at 1 
CPD credit per hour under ‘Group Learning Activities’ in MyCPD. 
The CPD team are happy to help with any enquiries, feel free to 
contact them. 
In Australia 
MyCPD@racp.edu.au or +61 2 8247 6201
In New Zealand
MyCPD@racp.org.nz or +64 4 460 8122
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NETWORKING AND SOCIAL FUNCTIONS

Chapter of Community Child Health 
Dinner
Date: Saturday, 6 May 2017
Time: 7pm until late
Venue: The Wharf Hotel, 18 - 38 Siddeley 
Street, Melbourne VIC 
Cost: $75 per person 

Trainees’ Dinner
Date: Sunday, 7 May 2017 
Time: 6.15pm – 9.15pm
Venue: Munich Brauhaus, 45 S Wharf 
Promenade, South Wharf VIC 
Cost: $59 per person (does not include 
beverages or transfers - cash bar available)

Paediatrics & Child Health Division Dinner
Date: Sunday, 7 May 2017
Time: 7pm until late
Venue: Meat Market, 53 S Wharf Promenade, 
South Wharf VIC
Cost: $125 per person

Welcome Reception
Date: Monday, 8 May 2017
Time: 5pm – 6.30pm
Venue: Exhibition Area, Main Foyer 2 & 3, 
Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre
Cost: Included in all full registrations. Day 
registration and guest tickets: $88 per person 

Australasian Faculty of Occupational and 
Environmental Medicine Annual Training 
Meeting Dinner
Date: Monday, 8 May 2017
Time: 7pm until late
Venue: Rivers Edge, 1/18-38 Siddeley Street, 
Melbourne VIC
Cost: $135 per person

Sponsored Breakfast - Avant 
Optimising your practice: The value of 
strategic planning
Date: Tuesday, 9 May 2017
Time: 7am – 8.15am
Venue: Room 106, Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre
Cost: If you are yet to register please see staff 
at the Congress Registration Desk

Congress Gala Dinner
Date: Tuesday, 9 May 2017
Time: 6.30pm – 10.30pm
Venue: Melbourne Pavilion, 135-157 
Racecourse Road, Kensington VIC
Cost: Included in all full registrations.  
Day registration and guest tickets:  
$175 per person
Transfers: Some transfers will be available 
from designated hotels

Sponsored Breakfast - Monash University 
Date: Wednesday, 10 May 2017
Time: 7am – 8.30am
Venue: Room 106, Melbourne Convention 
and Exhibition Centre
Cost: If you are yet to register please see staff 
at the Congress Registration Desk
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ORATION SPEAKERS
Opening Keynote Address – Professor Ross Upshur  
Head, Division of Clinical Public Health, Dalla Lana School of Public Health and Professor, 
Department of Family and Community Medicine and Dalla Lana School of Public Health

Professor Ross Upshur’s research focuses on the intersection of primary care and 
public health particularly with respect to the interrelationship between ethics and 
evidence. His current interests include managing complex chronic diseases, clinical 
measurement, the concept of evidence in health care and philosophy of medicine

Ferguson-Glass Oration – Emeritus Professor Nortin M Hadler
Emeritus Professor of Medicine and Microbiology/Immunology, Division of Rheumatology, 
Allergy, and Immunology Thurston Arthritis Research Center

Emeritus Professor Nortin M Hadler is a graduate of Yale College and The Harvard 
Medical School. He was certified a Diplomate of the American Boards of Internal 
Medicine, Rheumatology, Allergy and Immunology, and Geriatrics. The molecular 
biology of hyaluran and the immunobiology of peptidoglycans were the focus of 
Dr Hadler’s early investigative career.

Priscilla Kincaid-Smith Oration – Professor Brendan Murphy 
Chief Medical Officer for the Australian Government

Professor Brendan Murphy is the Chief Medical Officer for the Australian Government 
and the Principal Medical Adviser to the Minister and the Department of Health.  
He holds direct responsibility for the Department of Health’s Office of Health Protection. 
Professor Murphy is the Australian Member on the International Agency  
for Research on Cancer (IARC) Governing Committee and represents Australia at  
the World Health Assembly.

AFRM President’s Oration – Mr John Walsh AM
Board Member, National Disability Insurance Agency

Mr John Walsh recently retired as a partner of the Advisory Division of 
PricewaterhouseCoopers. He was Board member of the NSW Motor Accident Authority 
and NSW HomeCare Service and statutory actuary to workers compensation authorities 
of both NSW and SA and the NSW Lifetime Care and Support Authority. He was a 
member of the Disability Investment Group and in 2010 appointed to the Productivity 
Commission to investigate the feasibility of a NDIS. In 2011 he was made Deputy-Chair 
of the National Health Performance Authority and recently appointed to the Board of 
the NDIA.

Cottrell Memorial Lecture – Professor Stephen Nicholls
Heart Health Theme Leader at SAHMRI, Cardiologist at the Royal Adelaide Hospital,  
and Professor of Cardiology at the University of Adelaide

Professor Stephen Nicholls completed his medical training in Adelaide, cardiology 
training at John Hunter Hospital and his PhD in the Lipid Research Group led by 
Philip Barter and Kerry-Anne Rye at the Heart Research Institute, focusing on the 
anti-inflammatory properties of high-density lipoproteins (HDL, the good form of 
cholesterol).

Howard-Williams Medal – Professor Elizabeth Elliott AM
Distinguished Professor in Paediatrics and Child Health at the University of Sydney;  
and Consultant Paediatrician at the Sydney Children’s Hospitals Network Westmead

Professor Elizabeth Elliott is an academic paediatrician with a national and 
international reputation for leadership in medical research, education and advocacy. 
Her focus is children with rare diseases in immigration detention and developing 
settings, and Indigenous children. She founded and leads two national surveillance 
systems; the Australian Paediatric Surveillance Unit for rare childhood diseases and 
Paediatric Active Enhanced Disease Surveillance system, and has led the International 
Network of Paediatric Surveillance Units. Professor Elliott holds a prestigious NHMRC 
Practitioner Fellowship; is a Consultant for the Australian Human Rights Commission 
and the WHO.
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POSTER BOARDS

The Poster displays will be located in the exhibition area, Main Foyer 3, of Melbourne 
Convention Centre.

Poster # Applicant Name Paper title

1 Emily Lawton Environmental heat stroke and long–term clinical neurological outcomes: A 
literature review of case reports and case series 2000-2016

2 Leena Aggarwal Factors predicting unplanned readmission in an acute medical unit: a prospective 
study

3 Sudheer Ahamed 
Puthiyaveetil

May–thurner syndrome: An uncommon cause for a common condition

4 Sumit Mehra Small bore intercostal catheters are as efficient as large bore intercostal tubes with 
better patient tolerance

5 Sumit Mehra Latrogenically ruptured pulmonary hydatid cyst presenting as haemoptysis: A 
case report

6 Hashrul Rashid Large single-centre outcome of next-generation transcatheter aortic valve 
replacement (TAVR) systems in low-intermediate surgical risk patients

7 Hashrul Rashid Determining the role of aorto-ventricular angulation on procedural success in 
transcatheter aortic valve replacements (TAVR) with the lotus valve system

8 Samuel Chan Phosphate binder use in patients undergoing centre-based haemodialysis within 
the Metro North Kidney Health Service

9 Rona Zhao Coffee ground vomitus does not predict outcomes in upper gastrointestinal 
bleeding

10 Harsh Thakkar Masked hypertension - a systematic review

11 Chiaki Kojima Patient outcome audit in act health obesity management service

12 Chiaki Kojima Diagnostic polysomnography in the act obesity management service patient 
cohort

13 Shananthan 
Balachandran

Dosing accuracy of direct oral anticoagulants: The effect of an educational 
intervention

14 Chuan Foo Are we choosing wisely at Northern Health?

15 Kay Hau Choy Rhabdomyolysis: Review of cases over a decade at a regional teaching hospital

16 Bavand Bikdeli Improving quality of medical admission clerking and validation of medical 
assessment proforma, complete audit cycle

17 Simon Wei General medical unit experience on Sunday physician led onsite discharge ward 
round

18 Amelia Jia Ling Yeoh Antivenom usage in tiger snake envenomation as per Australian snakebite project 
(ASP) protocol: Case report based on rural experience

19 Anver Sethwala Predictive value of symptoms, signs and biomarkers on computer tomography 
pulmonary angiogram results

20 Caroline Bartolo Antibiotic prescribing and sensitivity patterns in urinary tract infections

21 Michael Valente Capturing atrial fibrillation post acute stroke – stroke unit versus coronary care 
monitored telemetry

22 Natalie Ngu Environmental tobacco smoke and peripheral arterial disease: A review.

23 Tessa Potezny Predicting re-presentation following presentation to the emergency department 
(ED) with nonspecific chest pain (NSCP).
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24 Abishek Tumma Unplanned general medical hospital readmissions: A regional centre experience

25 Leena Aggarwal Application of “less is more” to low back pain

26 Lana Nguyen Accuracy of clinical coding for febrile seizures and implications for activity based 
funding

27 Susan Woolfenden Kids GPs integrated care – leaving the ivory tower

28 Claire Gibbons Building the capacity of community paediatricians to routinely enquire and 
respond to family violence

29 Sheena Kaul Eosinophilic oesophagitis is a common finding in children with food bolus 
obstruction

30 Oluwatomi Ibilola The medical and mental health comorbidities of children with ADHD in a sibling 
control design study

31 Sowmya Gandham High prevalence of symptoms of post-traumatic stress in children of refugee and 
asylum seeker backgrounds

32 Michalis Yiallourides Cystic hydrocephalus in a preterm neonate

33 Michalis Yiallourides A dehabilitating case of focal cortical dysplasia

34 Patrina Caldwell Experience and knowledge in managing childhood urinary incontinence among 
Australian community health practitioners

35 Amit Hess Implementation of an evidence based guideline for the management of fever in 
infants <3 months old

36 Rose Sacca Detecting meningococcal disease amongst children presenting with fever and 
petechiae

37 Shruti Yardi How do parents search for information on their child’s medical condition?

38 Lisa Yue Development of pneumopericardium in a term neonate with spontaneous 
resolution

39 Mark Greenhalgh Brown snake envenomation in a child

40 Reshma Nikam Evaluation of a new non invasive method of urine collection in infants less than 
six months of age

41 Hannah Mcginness Reducing lumbar puncture failure rates in febrile neonates with multidisciplinary 
practical skills teaching, early stylet removal and atraumatic needles

42 Cellina Ching Evaluating the safety of methylphenidate and rationale for a maximum dose for 
titration. A meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials and case studies

43 John Whitehall Ali's story: A warning regarding ciliopathy

44 John Whitehall Hospital admissions for seizure-like events in Indigenous children in Southwest 
Sydney

45 John Whitehall Two-year retrospective review of paediatric hospital admissions for seizure-like 
events

46 John Whitehall Two-year retrospective longitudinal review of paediatric hospital admissions for 
febrile and symptomatic seizures

47 Lana Nguyen Natural history of childhood seizure-like events and associated comorbidities

48 Lana Nguyen Two-year retrospective review of paediatric hospital admissions for non-epileptic 
events
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THE RACP FOUNDATION CONTINUING TO  
SUPPORT AND TO INVEST IN EXCELLENCE

The RACP Foundation’s mission is to inspire and support research  
and education opportunities for physicians at every stage of their career. 
Since its establishment in 1991, the value of awards offered annually 
by the Foundation has grown to over AUD$2 million. This investment 
is consistent with the College’s purpose statement - Specialists. 
Together. Educate, Advocate, Innovate, and aims to advance the 
future of medicine in Australia and New Zealand. 
Projects supported through this funding are renowned for being 
innovative and clinically applicable, with results making significant 
contributions to the medical research field. 
The range of awards currently offered include:

•	 Career Development Fellowships to support Fellows and trainees 
at the mid-stage of their research careers

•	 Research Establishment Fellowships for those wishing to 
establish a career in research

•	 Research Entry Scholarships to encourage Fellows and 
trainees who are commencing careers in medical research and 
undertaking a research higher degree

•	 Research Development Grants to provide small amounts of 
funding to foster and encourage Fellows and trainees

•	 Travel and Education Grants which cater for those wishing to 
pursue a postdoctoral fellowship, upskilling or further education 
overseas

•	 RACP Indigenous Health Scholarships which provide a funded 
pathway through physician training for those who identify 
as being of Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, Māori or Pacific 
Islander heritage

•	 International Grants which are offered to provide funding for 
international medical graduates or specialists who are intending 
to further their knowledge in fields of medical education and 
research.

Some of these awards represent partnerships undertaken between 
the RACP and other leading health organisations, such as the National 
Health Medical Research Council (NHMRC), helping to provide the 
best funding opportunities. 
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The College also offers a range of prizes and medals  
recognising excellence and outstanding contributions or 
achievements of Fellows and trainees. These include:
•	 The Neil Hamilton Fairley Medal
•	 The John Sands College Medal 
•	 The Eric Susman Prize 
•	 RACP Medal for Clinical Service in Rural and Remote Areas
•	 RACP International Medal.
More information regarding awards and eligility criteria is available 
on the RACP Foundation webpage  
www.racp.edu.au/about/racp-foundation-awards.

Donors and Supporters Investing in Health
The RACP Foundation gratefully acknowledges all its donors and 
supporters. The investment in health from the College Fellowship, 
the corporate sector, institutions and individual benefactors, is 
fundamental to the Foundation’s ongoing ability to support talented 
medical researchers and education initiatives.
A full list of donors and supporters can be found on the RACP 
Foundation’s webpage.

Supporting Development
In 2014, the College launched the RACP Indigenous Health  
Scholarship Program. These Scholarships are offered in both Australia 
and New Zealand and provid funded training pathways  
to encourage and support Indigenous medical graduates and  
trainees to become physicians. 
The two International Grants offered by the College provide financial 
assistance for international medical graduates to visit Australia to 
further their knowledge. Applications must be supported by their 
home institution and sponsored by Fellows. These partnerships 
provide valuable opportunities to make a difference. 

Contact Us
For more information about applying for an award, contributing to 
one of the RACP Foundation initiatives, or donating in general, please 
contact the RACP Foundation Office at 
foundation@racp.edu.au.
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TRAINEE RESEARCH AWARDS

Trainee Research Awards will be held in the Exhibition Hall at the below times.

TIME NAME STATE SPECIALTY TOPIC

Monday morning tea  10.30–11am

10:35am Dr Mariusz 
Wolbinski 

NZ Adult 
Medicine

Incidence and clinical characteristics of out of hospital 
cardiac arrest patients in the Wellington region

Monday lunch  12.30pm–1.30pm

12.35pm Dr Anna  
Lithgow 

NT Paediatrics & 
Child Health

Patterns of paediatric emergency presentations to a 
tertiary referral centre in the Northern Territory

12.50pm Dr Gopakumar 
Hariharan 

TAS Paediatrics & 
Child Health

Gastroschisis and exomphalos - a general paediatric 
perspective

1.05pm Dr Rosie  
Murphy 

VIC Paediatrics & 
Child Health

Factors affecting the performance of doctors in high 
stakes summative oral examinations required for 
specialty training qualifications: a systematic review

Monday afternoon tea 3pm–3.30pm

3:05pm Dr Mastura Monif VIC Adult 
Medicine

Interleukin-1β has trophic effects in Microglia and it’s 
release is mediated by P2X7R pore

Tuesday morning tea  10am–10.30am

10.05am Dr Yi Foong TAS Adult 
Medicine

The role of physical activity in sarcopenia - does age play 
a role?

Tuesday lunch 12.30pm–1.30pm

12.35pm Dr Jamie Tan WA Paediatrics & 
Child Health

Diagnosis of childhood  lower respiratory tract illness 
using non-contact  sound recordings

12.50pm Dr Chris 
Richmond 

QLD Paediatrics & 
Child Health

FIBRE: Feeding Interventions Because of Respiratory 
Events in Preterm Infants - a randomised triple crossover 
study

1.05pm Dr Kristen 
Overton 

NT Adult 
Medicine

Cocooning for pertussis

Wednesday morning tea 10am–10.30am

10.05am Dr Anna 
Balabanski 

SA Adult 
Medicine

Excessive stroke incidence in Aboriginal people in Central 
Australia: a retrospective population-based study 

Wednesday lunch  12.20pm–1.30pm

12.25pm Dr Jessica Phillips WA Adult 
Medicine

A randomised controlled trial evaluating everolimus 
compared to cyclosporine on left ventricular mass index 
and arterial stiffness after kidney transplantation

12.40pm Dr Samuel Chan QLD Adult 
Medicine

Temporal changes in deceased kidney donor 
characteristics in Australia over the last twenty years

12.55pm Dr Jun Dai NSW Adult 
Medicine

Remote frozen section examination of 
parathyroidectomy specimens by telepathology using 
mikroscan D2 and aperio LV1: a validation study
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GENERAL INFORMATION

ATM Facilities
There are ATM machines located adjacent to the Convention Centre 
entry and on the Exhibition Centre concourse.

Business Centre
The Business Centre is located near the Clarendon Street entrance 
to the Exhibition Centre —the business centre can assist with basic 
business services (faxing, low volume photocopying, printing, limited 
stationery). Please note any costs incurred will be the responsibility of 
the delegate. 
The Business Centre may be contacted on +61 3 9235 8448.
Photocopying services are also available from the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre Customer Service Desk.

Medical Emergencies
In any medical emergency notify your event security or first aid 
provider immediately, or report first aid/medical incidents to the 
Security Control Centre by calling either of the emergency phone 
numbers provided.

Emergency Procedures 
In the event of an emergency, one of two alarms may sound:
Alert alarm: “Beep! Beep! Beep!”
The alert alarm is operated from the building’s emergency warning 
intercommunication system.
It is designed to alert everyone in the vicinity of a possible emergency. 
This is only a warning alarm – if it sounds please standby for further 
instructions.
Evacuation alarm: “Whoop! Whoop!”
The evacuation alarm is designed to notify all occupants that an 
evacuation is necessary. When the evacuation alarm sounds all 
occupants will be directed by wardens to leave via the emergency exits. 
Everyone must follow directions issued by the wardens and meet at 
the nearest evacuation assembly area.
Familiarise yourself with the nearest fire exit and follow the warden’s 
instructions. Do not use the lifts. Only trained security personnel or 
wardens may use fire extinguishers if it is safe to do so.
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Emergency evacuation assembly areas 
In case of an emergency, wardens will guide you to the most appropriate evacuation point. 

Area 1 Primary evacuation  
assembly point  2 

Secondary evacuation 
assembly point  3 

Tertiary evacuation 
assembly point 

Convention 
Centre 

Flinders Wharf Park – 
northern side of the Yarra  
River over Seafarers Bridge 

Grassed area beside Orrs 
Dock in front of Exhibition 
Centre, opposite Yarra doors  
1 and 2 

John Batman Park – 
northern side of the river 
over Spencer Street Bridge 

Exhibition 
Centre 

Grassed area beside Orrs 
Dock in front of Exhibition 
Centre, opposite Yarra doors  
1 and 2 

Flinders Wharf Park – 
northern side of the Yarra  
River over Seafarers Bridge 

John Batman Park – 
northern side of the river 
over Spencer Street Bridge 

 
Note: The evacuation assembly points are subject to change at the discretion of the chief fire warden, 
depending on the location of the emergency, type of emergency, crowd density and wind conditions. 
 

 

 

PB-WHS-0212 MCEC Emergency Procedures for MCEC Clients 

Approved Date : 17/05/2016                 Page : 2 of 2 

EMERGENCY EVACUATION ASSEMBLY AREAS
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GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

Emergency Contacts
Fire, Police and Ambulance: 000
Nearby hospital: 
The Royal Melbourne Hospital  
300 Grattan Street, Parkville VIC 3050 
Phone: +61 3 9342 7000

Prayer Room
Separated male and female prayer rooms including washing facilities 
are located in the Convention Centre off the main foyer.

Cloak Room and Luggage Storage
For storage of visitors and delegates belongings there is a cloak 
room located off the Convention Centres main foyer where you can 
store your items at your own discretion. The RACP does not hold 
responsibility for any items which may be lost or stolen.

Lost Property
For all items which may be lost or found please see staff at the 
Congress registration desk. 

Wireless Internet 
Free wireless internet is available for all Congress delegates.
Free wi-fi can be accessed through the centre’s portal pages. Once 
connected to the wireless network, open an internet browser and you 
will be redirected to the portal page - click ‘Connect Now ‘and agree to 
the wireless internet terms and conditions.
Username: RACP Congress  
Password: RACP2017

Speed is limited to 512Kb per connection. 512Kb is the maximum 
speed that the free wireless internet connection can reach. (Actual 
speed experienced by user will be influenced by the number and 
density of concurrent users within the immediate vicinity.)
Operates between 6am and 12 midnight.
Should you have any difficulty accessing the internet please visit staff 
at the Congress registration desk.

Media
All Congress sessions are open to the media and as such, your 
presentation may be attended, or recorded by media representatives.
Media interest provides an excellent opportunity to advocate your 
work to a wider audience and have your field of health form part of 
the public agenda.
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The RACP Media and Communications Unit will proactively  
engage with local and national media to promote RACP  
Congress 2017. The Media and Communications Unit may contact  
you to ascertain your availability for media requests during the  
Congress.
Please be advised that media may also wish to interview you before 
or after your presentation. A dedicated room will be available for 
conducting media interviews and briefings.
If approached by media during Congress, initial enquiries should be 
directed to:
David Walsh
T: +61 401 164 537
E: david.walsh@racp.edu.au

Parking
The recommended parking during the current construction underway 
at the Melbourne Convention Centre is the Siddeley Street Car Park 
located off Wurundjeri Way, which is a short walk across Seafarers 
Bridge to Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre. It is open 24 
hours, seven days a week. Weekend rates are AUD$13 per entry per 
day, with weekday earlybird rate at $16 for entry between 6am – 9am, 
exit between 12pm – midnight.

Special Diets
A special diet requirement is when a person chooses to omit certain 
foods or food groups from their diet on religious, ethical, moral or 
medical grounds. Provision will be made for food intolerances, Halal and 
Kosher requests, as well as vegetarian/vegan requests. 
Please note that while we make every effort to provide balanced, 
healthy meal options, requests for non-specific requirements, such 
as low glycaemic index or low fat food, cannot be guaranteed. 
Special dietary information is collected during registration so that 
we can make the appropriate arrangements. If you have a special 
dietary requirement that you have not advised of, please contact the 
conference organisers at the registration desk.

Mobile Phones
As a courtesy to fellow delegates and speakers, please ensure your 
mobile phones and/or pagers are switched off or turned to silent 
during conference sessions.

Intention to Photograph and Film
Delegates and others are advised that photographs and videos may be 
taken during Congress and reproduced for promotional purposes. By 
attending Congress and Congress social functions you are agreeing to 
have your photograph taken.
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1300 901 001
@AuDigitalHealth

help@digitalhealth.gov.au
www.digitalhealth.gov.au

Better use of data and technology can  
help people live healthier, happier and 
more productive lives.                                                                 Digital health can make  

a real difference to people’s health by giving them greater 
control and better access to information.  

Our focus is on putting data and technology safely to  
work for patients, consumers and the healthcare  
professionals who look after them.

DH-advert_A4+5mm bleed (full page) 120417.indd   1 12/04/17   12:45 PM



EXHIBITION

The Exhibition Hall is located in the Main Foyer 3, Ground level of the 
Melbourne Convention Centre. The Congress Organising Committee 
extends an invitation to all delegates to visit the exhibition during  
Congress to meet exhibitors’ representatives and to view the products 
and services on display.

Exhibition Opening Hours
Monday, 8 May
7.30am – 6.30pm
Tuesday, 9 May
7.30am – 5pm
Wednesday, 10 May
7.30am – 1.30pm
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VENUE FLOOR PLAN 
LEVEL ONE
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THE COMMONWEALTH FUND invites  
promising mid-career professionals—government 
policymakers, academic researchers, clinical leaders, 
hospital and insurance managers, and journalists—
from Australia, Canada, France, Germany, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, and the United 
Kingdom—to apply for a unique opportunity to 
spend up to 12 months in the United States as a 
Harkness Fellow in Health Care Policy and Practice. 
Established by The Commonwealth Fund in 1925, the 
Harkness Fellowships were modeled after the Rhodes 
Scholarships and aim to produce the next generation 
of health policy leaders in participating countries.

Fellows are placed with mentors who are 
leading U.S. experts at organizations such as 
Harvard University, Stanford University, Kaiser 
Permanente, and the Institute for Healthcare 
Improvement to study issues relevant to The Commonwealth Fund’s mission to support a high performing health care 
system—insurance coverage, access, and affordability; health care delivery system reforms (e.g., bundled payments, 
accountable care organizations, innovative approaches to care for high-need/high-cost patients); cost containment; 
and other critical issues on the health policy agenda in both the U.S. and their home countries. A peer-reviewed 
journal article or policy report for Health Ministers and other high-level policy audiences is the anticipated product of 
the fellowship. Harkness Fellows have published their findings in top-tier journals, including: BMJ, Health Affairs, and  
New England Journal of Medicine.

The Commonwealth Fund brings together the full class of Fellows throughout the year to participate in a series of high-level 
policy briefings and leadership seminars with U.S. health care leaders. Building on their fellowship experiences, Harkness 
Fellows have moved into senior positions within academia, government, and health care delivery organizations, making 
valuable contributions to health policy and practice at home and in the United States.

EACH FELLOWSHIP PROVIDES UP TO U.S. $130,000 IN SUPPORT, which covers roundtrip airfare to the U.S., living 
allowance, project-related travel, travel to fellowship seminars, health insurance, and U.S. federal and state taxes. A family 
supplement (i.e., approximately $60,000 for a partner and two children up to age 18) is also provided to cover airfare, living 
allowance, and health insurance.

Call for Applications
2018–19 HARKNESS FELLOWSHIPS 
in HEALTH CARE POLICY and PRACTICE

The Commonwealth Fund is a private foundation, established in 1918 
and based in New York, which aims to promote a high performing 
health care system that achieves better access, improved quality, and 
greater efficiency, particularly for society’s most vulnerable. 

AUSTRALIAN AND 
NEW ZEALAND  
APPLICATION DEADLINE
September 5, 2017

VISIT  
www.commonwealthfund.org/fellowships  
for more details and to apply
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The RACP Support Helpline is a 24 hours a day, seven days  
a week professional and confidential counselling and  
support service for workplace and personal issues. It is 
available to all RACP Fellows and trainees for free for up  
to four sessions per year.

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT
To make an appointment or to speak with an  
RACP Support Helpline consultant call  
1300 687 327 (Australia) or 
0800 666 367 (New Zealand)

DOWNLOAD THE APP
Search ‘EAP Online’ in your app store to download the 
Converge app and access resources and make  
an appointment.

Find out more at 
www.racp.edu.au/support-helpline

Converge ad_WIP.indd   1 21/04/2017   2:45:16 PM
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Australia’s most trusted teaching hospital and private  
practice transcription provider

Download our app 
now for your free no 
obligation trial OR
Call our friendly  
staff anytime

1300 768 476 
(Australia)

0800 884 323  
(New Zealand)

www.etranscriptions.com.au • info@etranscriptions.com.au

WEB-
BASED   

Dictate and  
receive reports 
from anywhere  

at any time

ACCURATE 
Sub-specialty 

typists with  
over 99.5% 
accuracy

SECURE 
Data securely 
stored at an 

accredited and 
endorsed State 

Government 
Data Centre

QUICK  
Turnaround 

within  
2 to 48 hours, 
as required

FREE APP
Apple IOS/ 

Android App  
Securely upload 

to our server

IMPROVE
patient care  
and reduce  
secretarial  

overload GUARANTEED  
cost savings  
and process  
efficiencies
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0800 666 367 (New Zealand)
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