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Territory Day

UCelebration of self-governance

UCelebrated on the 15t July

U Cabinet decision in 1980 to allow the purchase and use of private fireworks!
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Territory Day in the NT in 2018

U OO

Only jurisdiction that allows personal use of fireworks
40t year celebration

Legal for persons aged 18 years and older to purchase
fireworks between the hours of 9 am and 9 pm on 1 July
and to set them off between the hours of 6 pm and 11 pm?

Legislation for the purchase, transport, storage and use of
fireworks is governed under the Dangerous Goods Act
administered by the NT Work Safe, with oversight by the
Chief Minister
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Fireworks Safety
Campaign
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1980

e NT government
moved the annual
cracker night from
Guy Fawkes Day
on 5 November to
1st July, Territory

Day

1998
*CDC Annual Survey

2003

eFireworks sales
only allowed 2
days prior

2006

eExclusion zone at
Mindil beach

2008

eSales only on
Territory Day

eIncreasing the legal
age from 16 to 18
to purchase
fireworks

eProhibiting sales to
people under the
influence of alcohol

o

2013

*“Big boom”
crackers banned

www.nt.gov.au
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Stakeholders

Centre for
Disease
Control

Burns Unit
Royal Darwin
Hospital

Department
of Health

Defence
Health
Service

Fireworks

Department
of Education

Palmerston
GP Super
Clinic FCD

Health

Northern
Territory
WorkSafe

Department
of Health
Emergency
Departments

Northern
Territory Fire
Services

www.nt.gov.au

AUSTRALIAS
NORTHERN
TERRITORY



www.nt.gov.au

% NT Health
o June 30 - @
IT you fool around with fireworks. youre crackers.

Last year a record number of Territorians were injured on Territory Day.
For tips on how to have a safe and fun Territory Day, visit
https:/ftemritoryday_nt.gov.au/cele. _/safe-celebrations-guide
#termritoryday40 #Fcrackernight #ireworks #safety
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Territory Day 2018

370 tonnes of fireworks shipped to the NT
for Territory Day

NT cracker night: 27 injured, 770 triple-0 calls, 679
grassfires, $386k and 370 tonnes of fireworks

dled 5 Jul ZU'%o, IU5an

Wild and dangerous: Aussie party where people are
forced to dodge explosives and sometimes maimed

IT*S an annual Aussie party like no other. Anything goes — but what happens here on July 1 every year has to be seen to
be believed.

1. ABC News Available at https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-06-29/hundreds-tonnes-fireworks-darwin-territory-day-40th-anniversary/9923230
2. ABC News .Available at https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-07-02/nt-firework-cracker-night-injuries-hospital-fires/9930232

’
3. Available at https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/wtf/wild-and-dangerous-aussie-party-where-people-are-forced-to-dodge-explosives-and-sometimes-maimed/news- .'. AUSTRAL'A S
story/e5cd9e0b235a7da8c9c91e33326ab463 .w*. NO RTH E RN
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Methods

J Descriptive Survey

(] Data were collected on FWRI between 30 June and 6 July
2018

M Clinical information and severity of the injury along with
time, place and circumstances surrounding the injury

1 NT public hospital emergency departments, the Australian
Defence Force Health Centre and the Palmerston General
Practice Superclinic.
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Results
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Baseline characteristics

38 FWRI

22 (58%) males vs 16 (42 %) females.

Median age of presentation was 27 years (SD 17.6, range: 18
months—74 years).

A total of 11 children

Darwin and Palmerston region had the highest number of
presentations with FWRI.

NT Resident (90%)

Bystander (71%)

4 people reported having consumed alcohol; 2 were bystanders and
2 were individuals igniting the fireworks”.

COo0 OO0 000

*Of the 17 respondents who completed the extended survey forms,
S
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Severity of Injuries

O Severity of injuries
L Mild 26.3%
U Moderate 39.5 %
U Severe 34.2%.
1 13 people were admitted to hospital

1 45.5% of children requiring admission to hospital vs 30.8% of
adults.
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»

Anatomical site and type of injuries

Characteristic n

Anatormical site of injuries

Chest 1 2.6
Ear 2 5.3
Eve 2 5.3
Face 8 211
Hand & forearm 10 263
Meck 2 5.3
Respiratory 2 5.3
Groin 1 2.6
Thigh 2 5.3

52t total body surface area

52t total body surface area

17.5% total body surface arsa

O T TS I

Eruising and haematoma 1

2.5
Hearing loss 4 10.5

Vizual changes

Shartness of breath 2 5.3

J 68% sustained burns

(J Hands and forearm most common site at 26%

Table 2. Anatomical site and type of FWRI in 2018

Janagaraj,PD. Firework-related injuries survey report 2018. NT Dis Control Bull 2018;25(3):1-8.
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Mechanism of FWRI

O Only 44.7% (17/38) people completed the survey

O The most frequent mechanism of injury was being hit by a multi-shot firework

that fell over or was inappropriately launched

0 2 people were injured when checking a firework that did not fire.

“Powder from cracker was put in
an ash tray. | did not realise and

put my cigarette out in the same
ashtray and the powder
exploded”.

@a AUSTRALIAS
:*% NORTHERN
Wwww.nt.gov.au ‘. TERRITORY



Type of Fireworks causing FWRI in 2018
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Complications

[ Distal fingertip amputation
O Tympanic membrane perforation with hearing loss

O Extensive burns requiring surgical debridement.

©a AUSTRALIAS
‘*.% NORTHERN

.‘ TERRITORY

www.nt.gov.au



First Aid Administration

Characteristic Private residence
Count %

Total * 17 47.2

Delayed (>30 minutes)

Immediate(<30 minutes)

Public facilities
Count
19

%
52.8

36.8

p value

0.18*
0.28*
0.92*

*2 FWRI occurred in unknown location
# Only 15 people completed the survey

+ Comparing column proportions

»

Janagaraj,PD. Firework-related injuries survey report 2018. NT Dis Control Bull 2018;25(3):1-8.
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Analysis of Trends of
FWRI
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Frequency of firework-related injuries in the NT - hospitalisations,
bystanders, and total injured annually 1998-2018
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*Data not available for bystanders Year
»  Janagaraj,PD. Firework-related injuries survey report 2018. NT Dis Control Bull 2018;25(3):1-8. :*% ﬁLg-Ee.m-lEA\RSN
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Annual proportion of FWRI among children and bystanders in NT from
1998 to 2018
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Limitations

1 Under-representation

(] Potential selection bias
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Harm Minimisation

FIRST AID

J  Fireworks-related injuries have
WHAT TO DO IF INJURED BY FIRERWORKS

continued to occur on Territory
Day over past several years

COOLIT

d Continued education and health S o foci o 2 il
promotion efforts will be
required to reduce injuries. S,?.!EE T
d Increasing awareness of the 3 C s
§ awa CALL 000
of Burns First Aid management emergency response
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NT# The NT News
News ¢

October 19at3:10PM-Q@

RESTRICTIONS on the number of fireworks sold for Territory Day may be
introduced if the NT Government adopts new recommendations >>

ghipped to the NT

O triple-0 calls, 679
es of fireworks

rhere people are
NTNEWS.COM.AU etimes maimed

Fireworks restrictions proposal for Territory Day here on July 1 every year has to be seen fo
RESTRICTIONS on the number of fireworks sold for Territory Day may be
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Summary

0 38 FWRI in people aged between 18 months and 74 years old.

O 71.1% of the injured were bystanders.

O Severity of FWRI were mild 26%, moderate 40 % and severe 34%.
a

A total of 11 children presented to the various health facilities with 46% of children requiring admission
to hospital in comparison to 31% of adults.

U

Multi-shot fireworks were responsible for 21 % of FWRI.

U

Time to first aid administration for FWRI was delayed for 86% of injuries occurring at public facilities
compared to 13% at private residences (p=0.009).

O Harm minimisation of FWRI is important.
O Targeted approaches including increasing burns first aid knowledge in the community and providing

safety messages for bystanders could reduce the number and severity of harms associated with
fireworks.
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