






1. Executive Summary
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In October 2023, the Royal Australasian College of Physicians (RACP or the 

College) established the Paediatric Clinical Examination Expert Advisory Group 

(Advisory Group) under a Terms of Reference dated 27 October 2023.1 

The Advisory Group was formed after a formal complaint was made to the College 

by the New Zealand Resident Doctors Association (NZRDA) on 13 April 2023. The 

complaint was made on behalf of thirty (30) anonymous complainants, regarding 

the Paediatric Divisional Clinical Examination in Australia and Aotearoa New 

Zealand (the clinical exam), including concerns about racism and unconscious 

bias by examiners. 

The 2023 complaint from the NZRDA, was preceded by a large number of earlier 

anonymous complaints to the College by Paediatric trainees, in relation to the 

2021 clinical exam. There were unfortunate delays in dealing with these earlier 

complaints within the College, which resulted in the further complaint made in 

2023, through the NZRDA. 

This Review presents information on candidate concerns that can, at times, make 

uncomfortable reading for many within the College, the profession and for past 

and present candidates. However, without examining these concerns in such an 

open manner, they cannot be properly understood, explained and resolved. 

The purpose of this Review is twofold; to acknowledge the concerns raised and to 

undertake a comprehensive evaluation of the clinical examination to determine if 

there were any structural, design, delivery or assessment issues, which adversely 

impact the clinical examination in 2021 and more generally. 

The Advisory Group has found that there are justifiable concerns about the 2021 

clinical examination, and the examination more generally. This has resulted in the 

following recommendations: 

1 Terms of Reference, Appendix B. 






























































































































































