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The Royal Australasian College of Physicians 

The RACP trains, educates and advocates on behalf of over 23,000 physicians and almost 
9,000 trainee physicians, across Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand. The RACP 
represents a broad range of medical specialties including general medicine, paediatrics and 
child health, cardiology, respiratory medicine, neurology, oncology, public health medicine, 
infectious diseases medicine, occupational and environmental medicine, palliative medicine, 
sexual health medicine, rehabilitation medicine, geriatric medicine, and addiction medicine. 
Beyond the drive for medical excellence, the RACP is committed to developing health and 
social policies which bring vital improvements to the wellbeing of patients and the 
community. 
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Highlights  

• 2025 Federal Budget advocacy￼ focused on the College’s work, across workforce issues, First 

Nations health, medicine supplies and digital health.  

• The College Pre-Election statement was shared with Government, Opposition and other MPs and 

promoted in the media, focusing on workforce issues, medicines supply, climate change 

resilience and expanding care access to priority populations.  

• RACP President Professor Jennifer Martin discussed the importance of the new ASCEPT Evolve 

Top-5 recommendations to reduce low-value care across a range of forums, including MJA 

Insight and radio interviews. 

• Raising key issues about physician assistant models.  

• Profiling of the RACP It Pays to Care policy in the context of psychosocial workplace 

compensation claim changes. 

• WA election advocacy.  

• SA ban on junk food advertising on public transport, in line with the RACP’s Switch off the Junk 

campaign. 

 

Stakeholder meetings 

January to March 2025 

  Stakeholder   

Total Meetings   24 Federal Government  8 

      State/Territory Government    3  

      Medical Body   11 

      Other   2  

 

The RACP continued to engage with health sector stakeholders through January to March, including:  

• RACP President Professor Jennifer Martin with P&A team met with the National Rural Health 

Commissioner, Professor Jenny May AM, to discuss rural and regional health. 

• Prof Martin met with Assistant Minister for Health and Aged Care, the Hon Ged Kearney MP, 

to discuss physician workforce, Working Better for Medicare Review and the RACP pre-

budget recommendations. 

• Prof Martin, Steffen Faurby, CEO, and RACP senior leadership met with Australian Health 

Practitioner Regulation Agency (Ahpra), Medical Board of Australia (MBA), Health Workforce 

Taskforce (HWT) and the Australian Medical Council (AMC) to discuss expedited specialist 

pathways for General Medicine and General Paediatrics 

https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2025-pre-budget-submission-to-the-australian-treasury.pdf?sfvrsn=364ca21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/federal-budget-2025-summary-of-key-announcements.pdf?sfvrsn=869da71a_10
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/2025-federal-election-statement-the-healthcare-australians-need.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/evolve/recommendations/australasian-society-of-clinical-and-experimental-pharmacologists-and-toxicologists
https://www.racp.edu.au/evolve/recommendations/australasian-society-of-clinical-and-experimental-pharmacologists-and-toxicologists
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2025/9/less-is-more-deprescribing-for-safer-ageing/
https://insightplus.mja.com.au/2025/9/less-is-more-deprescribing-for-safer-ageing/
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/medical-experts-call-on-qld-gov-to-undertake-thorough-consultation-before-introducing-physician-assistants
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/healthy-workforce-healthy-communities-2025-western-australian-election-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=93d4a51a_6
https://kidscatchup.org.au/switch-off-the-junk
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• Prof Martin and Nicola Lewis met with Dr Anne Webster MP, Shadow Assistant Minister for 

Regional Health, on supervision and mentoring of trainees and SIMGs in the regions, and 

generalist training. 

• Nicola Lewis met with Steve Paillas, Chief of Staff to Hon Emma McBride MP, Assistant 

Minister of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention, and Rural and Regional Health, on 

regional, rural and remote physician workforce. 

• Nicola Lewis met with Richard Temperly, Health Advisor, to Senator Anne Ruston, Shadow 

Minister for Health and Aged Care on expedited specialist pathways and regional, rural and 

remote physician workforce. 

• Professor Brian Wood, AMD President-elect, Professor Nitin Kapur, PCHD President, Dr 

Dayna Law, Sam Dettman of the P&A team and Tracey Handley, Qld SEO met with QLD 

Health Minister Tim Nicholls on physician workforce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Dr Theresa Naidoo, Tasmanian Committee Interim Chair, Dr Zhen Lim, A/Prof Heinrich 

Weber, Dr Matt Lee-Archer and Jessica Falvey of the P&A team met with the Hon Jacquie 

Petrusma MP, Minister for Health, Tasmania to discuss issues relating to the physician and 

trainee physician workforce and priority populations in Tasmania. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured L-R: PCHD President, Professor Nitin Kapur, QLD Health Minister, Timothy 

Nicholls, QLD Committee Workforce Lead, Dr Dayna Law, AMD President-elect, Professor 

Brian Wood, and Tracey Handley, SEO Member Engagement & Support and Samuel 

Dettmann, SPO, Policy & Advocacy 
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Other meetings: 

• Alcohol Change Australia Alliance 

• AVANT Mutual  

• Australian College of Rural and Remote Medicine (ACRRM) 

• Australian Institute Digital Health (AIDH) 

• A Better Culture 

• Australian Medical Association (AMA) 

• Australian Private Hospital Association (APHA) 

• Catholic Health Australia (CHA) 

• Health New Zealand | Te Whatu Ora 

• Royal Australian College of Surgeons (RACS) 

• Rural Doctors Association of Australia (RDAA) 

• Safe Work Australia 

• Singapore health officials  

• Tasmanian Health Department 

 

Media advocacy 

January media coverage  
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• Mornings - Interview with Jen | ABC Radio 
Newcastle (Syndicated across several other 
NSW ABC Radio outlets) | 21 January 2025  

• If Australia made more of its medicines, we'd 
all feel better | The Sydney Morning Herald 
and The Age | 16 January 2025 

• Let’s make it here | Pharmacy Daily |16 
January 2025 

• Drive – Interview with Jen | ABC Radio 
Queensland North | 8 January 2025 

• Perth Live – Interview with Jen | 6PR | 9 
January 2025 

• Healthy Living | 2GB | 12 January 2025 

• The 'prescribing cascade' putting Australians 
at risk — and the push to stop it | SBS News | 
10 January 2025 

• Medication without harm is a goal we all share 
| Australian Journal of Pharmacy | 23 January 
2025 

• The Zap | Croakey | 27 January 2025 

• News Bulletin | NewstalkZB | 15 January 2025 

• News Bulletin | LifeFM | 15 January 2025  

• Breakfast – College mentioned in an interview 
| 3CR | 22 January 2025 

 

https://links.streem.com.au/the-sydney-morning-herald-20250115-%5BYlVOelRGZ3djRmQwYkd4TGFqQmtjSEpyYzNjck56QkRVRmt6TDFrNU1sSkZZaXMyVmxKMGVVazFRVkpEYWxOWEwyVmhVekJ5YzJaVVZYUjJVMEZwVkMwdGJYTnhRbWxSWnpCWVpUZHBRVFZPYUZoRVIwTndaejA5LS0zYjQ3ODhlM2FhODFiZjY0YWEzZjI0MDk4OGUyY2FmNDgzYzRiN2U2%5D-x0NrZd7UWbGu0U3hEh0hXWZ80R
https://links.streem.com.au/the-sydney-morning-herald-20250115-%5BYlVOelRGZ3djRmQwYkd4TGFqQmtjSEpyYzNjck56QkRVRmt6TDFrNU1sSkZZaXMyVmxKMGVVazFRVkpEYWxOWEwyVmhVekJ5YzJaVVZYUjJVMEZwVkMwdGJYTnhRbWxSWnpCWVpUZHBRVFZPYUZoRVIwTndaejA5LS0zYjQ3ODhlM2FhODFiZjY0YWEzZjI0MDk4OGUyY2FmNDgzYzRiN2U2%5D-x0NrZd7UWbGu0U3hEh0hXWZ80R
https://links.streem.com.au/the-sydney-morning-herald-20250115-%5BYlVOelRGZ3djRmQwYkd4TGFqQmtjSEpyYzNjck56QkRVRmt6TDFrNU1sSkZZaXMyVmxKMGVVazFRVkpEYWxOWEwyVmhVekJ5YzJaVVZYUjJVMEZwVkMwdGJYTnhRbWxSWnpCWVpUZHBRVFZPYUZoRVIwTndaejA5LS0zYjQ3ODhlM2FhODFiZjY0YWEzZjI0MDk4OGUyY2FmNDgzYzRiN2U2%5D-x0NrZd7UWbGu0U3hEh0hXWZ80R
https://www.pharmacydaily.com.au/news/lets-make-it-here/113480
https://app.box.com/s/aenskaabv4fbuyi44jjyr0p8k89tzudn
https://app.box.com/s/e1vnws5uy3y6qsb3uh1zhlyy4y1qfehd
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/the-prescribing-cascade-putting-australians-at-risk-and-the-push-to-stop-it/7aliu53el
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/the-prescribing-cascade-putting-australians-at-risk-and-the-push-to-stop-it/7aliu53el
https://ajp.com.au/news/medication-without-harm-is-a-goal-we-all-share/
https://www.croakey.org/the-zap-global-health-shakeup-and-other-health-and-aged-care-news-plus-consultations-now-open/
https://links.streem.com.au/newstalk-zb-wellington-20250115-%5BY0dGT1NucElaRkJWY2tWaVMwVnpRMkZPVTBwMFdXRllNa1JyU1hWRFNXdFZhM1pRUTJNMkwyNHhZU3MwTW5SQ1NrRTBWVU5ITTFBd1JrdFlRMFJxY0MwdFIwcFBRM0pZYTFBMlMzWjFjVzFMT1ZoNEswZDZaejA5LS1jNWI3NmE4NDNmNGY3YzdhYWYzYjA4NDAyMjE2ODM0MGY0ZTRiMGM5%5D-7m7z1g7hoA9FYC1hLhyh9WNlKq
https://links.streem.com.au/life-fm-20250115-%5BZUdzMlVFZFpNMEZ6TDNSalZEbEpaV2RFYUdwd01YTmFWVzVFVWswek0ya3pUa3M0VjBaQlMzVnNTbnBEY0VGQ1QyRTBlV2xIVEhWU1RuY3hWbWh5ZFMwdEwybzVUak50Y1dKMk1ub3ZXbmRzVlVkblZrdGlRVDA5LS04ZmU5NmE4NTMzNTE0ZDdhYzA5YTE0NTQwOGM1NDZmMDJjNTcwNWU5%5D-02KyJYGsOVXFACehLh5hXgrB5n
https://links.streem.com.au/3cr-20250121-%5BUjA1NVRGRnJOekUzSzFoRk5GcHBLMnBxT0ZveU5VNTVTaTk0ZWk5WGIzWkdjRVpZUzFsSGFHeFVRekZrTldwSE9HdDNUbVprV1hCaWJsVTRkbU5TU1MwdFZFWmhPRGdyYmpkbk1ucG5ZbWx1SzJGVmJGbDRaejA5LS02ZjJiMDViNDk1ZGY0ZWQwMDgwNWRmYzU2ZjExYTI0MzJmNTE1Yjlj%5D-2ZjN1mZUb69fVCRh8h1hvdNjRl
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• Advertising regulation 
looms as SA ban junk food 
ads | The Australian | 20 
January 2025 

• Breakfast – Mention of 
RACP’s position | FiveAA | 
9 January 2025 

• Mornings - Interview with 
Graeme Edwards | ABC 
Sydney Radio | 1 January 
2025 

• Physicians assistants back 
on Queensland’s menu | 
The Medical Republic | 13 
January 2025 

• The Zap | Croakey | 16 
January 2025 

• For children’s safety every 
conversation matters | 
Croakey | 1 January 2025 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://links.streem.com.au/fiveaa-adelaide-20250108-%5BUlRnd1kydDNaMmRJZVZWRGQwUlJZbWRRZWxCa01XTXlSekpZY0U1RUsxaDRjM1ZZZEdReGJVd3dkRFpRZWxsV2JWWldWa2hZT1ZCS1RqQllhMGQ2TmkwdE0ycEZSalZxTjBST2RqbHZORmhyU1ZaUE5uUnNkejA5LS0wYjNjZDdlMDkwMjUxOWM0Y2EwMDE5ZmMzMDkyOGYyOTljMzJkN2Vl%5D-VbveqKNfEGBFyCdhohzhqRBeOn
https://links.streem.com.au/fiveaa-adelaide-20250108-%5BUlRnd1kydDNaMmRJZVZWRGQwUlJZbWRRZWxCa01XTXlSekpZY0U1RUsxaDRjM1ZZZEdReGJVd3dkRFpRZWxsV2JWWldWa2hZT1ZCS1RqQllhMGQ2TmkwdE0ycEZSalZxTjBST2RqbHZORmhyU1ZaUE5uUnNkejA5LS0wYjNjZDdlMDkwMjUxOWM0Y2EwMDE5ZmMzMDkyOGYyOTljMzJkN2Vl%5D-VbveqKNfEGBFyCdhohzhqRBeOn
https://app.box.com/s/gkj6c0zmm8nxpigbb6vtyi6hi9wyc2ih
https://app.box.com/s/gkj6c0zmm8nxpigbb6vtyi6hi9wyc2ih
https://www.medicalrepublic.com.au/physician-assistants-back-on-queenslands-menu/113537
https://www.medicalrepublic.com.au/physician-assistants-back-on-queenslands-menu/113537
https://www.croakey.org/the-zap-kicking-off-the-year-with-the-latest-health-and-aged-care-news-and-analysis/
https://www.croakey.org/for-childrens-safety-every-conversation-matters-copy/
https://www.croakey.org/for-childrens-safety-every-conversation-matters-copy/
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January media releases 

• One in four Australians are struggling to access medicines; doctors say new rule will help but 
more needed to address shortages | 24 January 2025 

• Medical experts call on QLD Gov to undertake thorough consultation before introducing physician 

assistants | 9 January 2025 

• Paediatricians welcome South Australia’s junk food ads ban, call on others to follow suit | 7 

January 2025 

 

February media coverage  

• Out-of-pocket costs for specialists 'phenomenal', as minister concedes something must be done | 
ABC news | 27 February 2025 

• Interview with Prof Jennifer Martin | ABC Radio National | 27 February 2025 

• Mention of the College’s position | The Wire | 27 February 2025 

 

 

• Colic meds probed after dozens of babies fall ill | 
The Age | 1 February 2025 

• RACP advocacy for digital in pre-Budget 
submission | Pulse+ | 5 February 2025 

• Why can’t I pick up my prescription? Australia’s 
medicine chaos explained | The Australian | 9 
February 2025 

• What are physician assistants? Can they fix the 
doctor shortage? | The Conversation | 9 February 
2025 

 

• Over prescription is risking lives | The 
Advertiser | 16 February 2025 

• Ahead of the Western Australian 
election, medical experts call for urgent 
action on fossil fuel harms | Croakey | 
20 February 2025 

• The Zap | Croakey | 18 February 2025 
 

 

https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/one-in-four-australians-are-struggling-to-access-medicines-doctors-say-new-rule-will-help-but-more-needed-to-address-shortages
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/one-in-four-australians-are-struggling-to-access-medicines-doctors-say-new-rule-will-help-but-more-needed-to-address-shortages
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/medical-experts-call-on-qld-gov-to-undertake-thorough-consultation-before-introducing-physician-assistants
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/medical-experts-call-on-qld-gov-to-undertake-thorough-consultation-before-introducing-physician-assistants
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/paediatricians-welcome-south-australia-s-junk-food-ads-ban-call-on-others-to-follow-suit
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-02-27/specialist-health-appointment-costs-medicare-rebate/104981214
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-02-27/specialist-health-appointment-costs-medicare-rebate/104981214
https://app.box.com/s/sundm688ganu0g7ddwmjbo3rjo700z4o
https://media.streem.com.au/preview/RAArgGnKEh4qHNA71Xo
https://www.pulseit.news/australian-digital-health/racp-advocacy-for-digital-in-pre-budget-submission/
https://www.pulseit.news/australian-digital-health/racp-advocacy-for-digital-in-pre-budget-submission/
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/health/why-cant-i-pick-up-my-prescription-australias-medicine-chaos-explained/news-story/4482896fd4a957cf71664ceea7154dac?btr=26b29e08d06eb817b13273656908f897
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/health/why-cant-i-pick-up-my-prescription-australias-medicine-chaos-explained/news-story/4482896fd4a957cf71664ceea7154dac?btr=26b29e08d06eb817b13273656908f897
https://www.croakey.org/ahead-of-the-western-australian-election-medical-experts-call-for-urgent-action-on-fossil-fuel-harms/
https://www.croakey.org/ahead-of-the-western-australian-election-medical-experts-call-for-urgent-action-on-fossil-fuel-harms/
https://www.croakey.org/ahead-of-the-western-australian-election-medical-experts-call-for-urgent-action-on-fossil-fuel-harms/
https://www.croakey.org/the-zap-comprehensive-updates-on-health-and-aged-care-plus-check-these-consultations-now-open/
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• Close the gap | The Weekly Times | 19 
February 2025 

• The Zap | Croakey | 25 February 2025 
 

 
 
 
February media releases 
 

• Extreme weather: Health impacts underscore the need for transitioning away from fossil fuels, 
doctors say | 17 February 2025 

• Federal Budget must make specialist medical care more accessible for rural Australians, doctors 

say | 17 February 2025 

• WA election: Physicians call for a health system that supports doctors, patients and communities 

| 11 February 2025 

 
March media coverage  

• Engineered stone remedial action featuring Dr Alexandra Muthu (from 4.05 mins) | Aotearoa New 
Zealand RNZ National interview on engineered stone remedial action |17 March 2025  

• Interview with Professor Jennifer Martin | ABC Radio Newcastle Drive | 25 March 2025 

• Interview with Professor Jennifer Martin | ABC Regional South Australia | 25 March 2025 

• Interview with Professor Jennifer Martin | ABC Regional Victoria | 25 March 2025 

• Grabs with Professor Jennifer Martin | 2HD Newcastle | 25 March 2025 

• Interview with Professor Jennifer Martin | ABC Radio Regional SA Drive | 25 March 2025 

• What’s behind Australia’s drug shortages and what can you do about them? | The Daily 
Telegraph | 20 March 2025 

• ‘Nightmare for patients': the key medicines causing distress over shortages | Newcastle Herald | 
25 March 2025 

• Newcastle Herald - “Drug shortage taking toll” | Health Services Daily | 24 March 2025 

• Drug shortage taking toll | Newcastle Herald | 25 March 2025 

https://www.croakey.org/the-zap-comprehensive-update-on-health-and-aged-care-news-plus-consultations-now-open/
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/extreme-weather-health-impacts-underscore-the-need-for-transitioning-away-from-fossil-fuels-doctors-say
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/extreme-weather-health-impacts-underscore-the-need-for-transitioning-away-from-fossil-fuels-doctors-say
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/federal-budget-must-make-specialist-medical-care-more-accessible-for-rural-australians-doctors-say
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/federal-budget-must-make-specialist-medical-care-more-accessible-for-rural-australians-doctors-say
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/wa-election-physicians-call-for-a-health-system-that-supports-doctors-patients-and-communities
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/wa-election-physicians-call-for-a-health-system-that-supports-doctors-patients-and-communities
https://www.rnz.co.nz/national/programmes/nights/audio/2018979235/why-has-new-zealand-not-banned-engineered-stone
https://app.box.com/s/b5pct5oy9s3vmbvqu2stjpyvyszt5i1n
https://app.box.com/s/neayvwxomn6k77svshpt5ahajs33l6ol
https://app.box.com/s/mcku6u6g9gwj5qv1mtew853q4ibrhetg
https://links.streem.com.au/2hd-20250324-%5BVFRkUlVscDJZWE4wY1VseE4wcFNVVEJQU21oRFZXbEpRazlvVDJOeGVFTnliamw1T1hNemJFRTVRVXg0ZWs5SFpIY3JabmNyYjNGaVYyNUZka0UzWnkwdFkwUnlTMnREVmtwMWNHUlNaRGhDYjFScFJ6VnRRVDA5LS1hMmYxMDUzNmNiMTk4ODRjMDAzNzEwNGU2NmMyODUyNGRjOWQ4YWRh%5D-VkEnkXOuEGBFyCdhohzhqYk6ea
https://app.box.com/s/cfrsliqejg49ounqieun8dspl922kecx
https://links.streem.com.au/the-daily-telegraph-20250320-%5BY0VKdFZqUjVhSEF4S3pWWVRuWTBVbkpzUkhSU2IybHVlUzg1ZVhVd0swZEdTMkZEU0ZsSVJFeEhjR2hyYlN0bFRUZGxWbXBOY2k5VldTdGtWR1pRWVMwdGJ6TldVbmR5U3pObFdtaEpWa1owYkRKeU9IWjBkejA5LS03Y2E3OWFlZDlmYzU0NjYzYmQzMmNmZWIzMDQwYjZlMThjMWIyYTBi%5D-qnLWVP7cN95tLUNhnhYh82lnOm
https://links.streem.com.au/newcastle-herald-20250324-%5BVTBzeVdHeHJNMDlvZDNoNFluWjNORFZOVEZSS1FtWlVObE5hV0RabGJHdE5PV3BTWlUxYVowMXhUM3A1UlUxV1draGtjRVJFWVRaTmJIWlBibWxyVGkwdFIycFBia2c1TTNOTWNHUjBSV1p5Tm1zeU1ISjBRVDA5LS01M2RjOTk5YWNkMzRhY2RiMDVmYjJjYTUyZDk4OGI5ZTI2MzMxYmZh%5D-E5jl73ACQnXuWUEhghAhK0LNd4
https://links.streem.com.au/health-services-daily-20250323-%5BUW1oVGFuaG1aME53UTFKUmIyZEdWVXhhY2xZM2VscDZUWEpvUXpaeGVWZE5UbEI2UjJScE1GVk1TamxXYUhGaVdGSktaa1J4YzNjNFZuYzBaQ3RtWlMwdGRWTjRSaTk2TmxkcGNGQnlZV1UyVWxWU1FVczJkejA5LS02NGZkMmI5N2JmNDZhZmYwNzE2NThjYTllMjM2ZDVkZTdkNGU5NmU1%5D-mn2VgPXCyE9uYU8hohVhnK6Qj5
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• Drip feeding the system | Herald Sun | 25 March 2025 

 

 
  

• Ahead of Federal Budget, what have been the key asks for our health? | Croakey | 25 March 
2025 

• Health groups call for urgent rural and regional reforms in upcoming Federal Budget | Croakey | 
13 March 2025 

• What to know about Australia’s measles outbreaks: Symptoms and origins | The Daily Telegraph 
| 13 March 2025 

• Interview with Dr Alexandra Muthu | Newstalk ZB News Bulletin | 13 March 2025 

• Less is more: deprescribing for safer ageing | InSight+ | 10 March 2025 

• Less is more: deprescribing for safer ageing | The Press | 7 March 2025 

• Chch Hospital applies to train dermatologists amid shortage | The Press | 7 March 2025 
 
March media releases  

• Federal Budget: doctors warn medicine shortages will continue if more not Made in Australia | 26 
March 2025 

• Federal Budget: fund solutions to medicine shortages, make specialist medical care more 
accessible for rural Australians | 24 March 2025 

• Engineered stone: No one should be exposed to deadly dust just by showing up for work | 21 
March 2025 

• Federal Election: Urgent action on specialist workforce, climate change and medicine shortages 
critical to ensuring Australians’ health, doctors warn | 19 March 2025 

• 'Congratulations are in order' - prestigious scholarship awarded to six members of the Royal 
Australasian College of Physicians | 18 March 2025 

• Govt move to raise age of free bowel cancer screenings for Māori and Pacific People will cost 
lives, doctors warn | 13 March 2025 

https://www.croakey.org/ahead-of-federal-budget-what-have-been-the-key-asks-for-our-health/
https://links.streem.com.au/croakey-20250312-%5BYkVkWldXeHJTRkpFWW1FdksxVk5Wek14THpkTldteDFhVEpZZEcxU1FrdDFkbWM0UlVKalFpczJkbWhYYjNSTGRUTkNSREkzVjFscVJWVXZNR1ZGZUMwdGNYTkpkWFZWU0Vwc2RYbHNlV3hTUm01TVZuTTJVVDA5LS1mMDM1MjM2YWJmYjIyMWMyMGE4NDcxZmNiYTc2N2YzNzQ2MjBjMGY0%5D-805a1mQu8agHOUnhlhOhlePVGo
https://links.streem.com.au/the-daily-telegraph-20250320-%5BVVUxWFNTOXVibXB5WkV4YVRUVnljMVZFSzBSSGEwdEpSazVCYm5aNVVuZzRhaTlCZDJWRWRIcGFjVWhYTDJrdk9FMHpWemg1VjFaeE5UUXlhbEFyVEMwdFZrTnZRVEJLUkNzMVdEWmlUSGtyVVRaYVJUWXdRVDA5LS1lNDg2MmYyOWI4NzBjNzYxMzk1ZjA5MjY1OWY2OTQ2ZjUyYjUyNjNh%5D-j0kXkYoc2r3UOUNh0hxh0lLmvE
https://app.box.com/s/jalp2n1fzjioy0rel1tpdild0l8oc7jj
https://links.streem.com.au/insight-20250309-%5BUW5waVpFUm9UMjlDYjBkdGJVYzJVMHhzYkdaaWNIZ3hSWEk0V1dnclpuazRRbkZDVTNkcU5tUXdWVXRzTm1ReVpqVlZXamhrTlVJMlNXdHdjR3NyZVMwdE9XSjBNMk5KU0ZJNWEyTmlaVXhRVDBWUVpFZGFkejA5LS00NTAyOTdjMjE0ZmIxMzM1ODM3MGY4ZTAxY2MxODI0YjczYTcwNDU3%5D-zGOL5rEc9Z2uNUmhQhXhzKPrYE
https://links.streem.com.au/the-press-20250306-%5BYUhaWmIwWnJTR2xZVkZwU1ZsRnZjbkJKWTNReFdTOTZabWRCWVU1U1IyZ3JlVlJ2V2pkMlNVSTVUV3BhYW5KSGVYaFpOVGNyYTBOTFp5dGtLMlpHWkMwdE9YQldUVkJVY2pKb0x6QmpkMlJDVTJ4NWFWTlRRVDA5LS04NmJmMDgzYTlmZmQ1NDRkNzhjYjFlNzJlM2RkNzNlYTM1YjkyNzU4%5D-47KlXvzfbBAf7UZhXhYh3LEnea
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/federal-budget-doctors-warn-medicine-shortages-will-continue-if-more-not-made-in-australia
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/federal-budget-fund-solutions-to-medicine-shortages-make-specialist-medical-care-more-accessible-for-rural-australians
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/federal-budget-fund-solutions-to-medicine-shortages-make-specialist-medical-care-more-accessible-for-rural-australians
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/engineered-stone-no-one-should-be-exposed-to-deadly-dust-just-by-showing-up-for-work
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/ederal-election-urgent-action-on-specialist-workforce-climate-change-and-medicine-shortages-critical-to-ensuring-australians-health-doctors-warn
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/ederal-election-urgent-action-on-specialist-workforce-climate-change-and-medicine-shortages-critical-to-ensuring-australians-health-doctors-warn
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/congratulations-are-in-order---prestigious-scholarship-awarded-to-six-members-of-the-royal-australasian-college-of-physicians
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/congratulations-are-in-order---prestigious-scholarship-awarded-to-six-members-of-the-royal-australasian-college-of-physicians
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/govt-move-to-raise-age-of-free-bowel-cancer-screenings-for-m%C4%81ori-and-pacific-people-will-cost-lives-doctors-warn
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/govt-move-to-raise-age-of-free-bowel-cancer-screenings-for-m%C4%81ori-and-pacific-people-will-cost-lives-doctors-warn
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/govt-move-to-raise-age-of-free-bowel-cancer-screenings-for-m%C4%81ori-and-pacific-people-will-cost-lives-doctors-warn
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/govt-move-to-raise-age-of-free-bowel-cancer-screenings-for-m%C4%81ori-and-pacific-people-will-cost-lives-doctors-warn
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Submissions and endorsements 

January 2025  

• Submission to TGA: proposed changes to reporting requirements  

• RACP 2025 Pre-Budget Submission to the Australian Treasury  

• RACP Submission to TGA Consultation: Reportable medicines and timeframes for 

discontinuations  

February 2025 

• PRACP Endorsement NSW Guideline for newborn screening for Spinal Muscular Atrophy in 

Australia and New Zealand  

• PRACP Endorsement of AAMRNets letters of support for Government funding of 2 novel 

antimicrobials. 

• RACP Healthy workforce, healthy communities 2025 Western Australian Election Statement  

• Submission to Every Doctor Every Setting (EDES) Action Plan  

March 2025 

• RACP Submission: NSW Inquiry into Foundational and Disability Supports for Children and 

Young People 

• RACP 2025 Federal Election Statement: The healthcare Australians need  

 

CPAC plan focus areas 

1 - First Nations health and equity 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Committee  

• ATSIHC members endorsed the appointment of three new members to the Committee; Dr 

William Naughton, Dr Rhiann Sue See and Dr Jacqueline Fleetwood.  

• The first ATSIHC meeting was postponed due to Cyclone Alfred in Queensland. As such, matters 

have been progressed out of session. The Committee will next meet on 13 June 2025.   

• ATSIHC Chair responded to a request for advice from AFPHM about increasing the number of 

applicants for the John McLeod Indigenous Health Scholarship.  

Indigenous Strategic Framework 2018 – 2028  

• Biyani Team met with NACCHO Policy and Advocacy Team to discuss a strategic approach to 

the upcoming election. A decision was made to align ourselves with NACCHO’s key asks.  

https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2025-pre-budget-submission-to-the-australian-treasury.pdf?sfvrsn=364ca21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-to-tga-consultation-reportable-medicines-and-timeframes-for-discontinuations.pdf?sfvrsn=6361a21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-to-tga-consultation-reportable-medicines-and-timeframes-for-discontinuations.pdf?sfvrsn=6361a21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/healthy-workforce-healthy-communities-2025-western-australian-election-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=93d4a51a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/2025-federal-election-statement-the-healthcare-australians-need.pdf?sfvrsn=3bcba41a_4
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• Discussions with the NACCHO Medical Director Dr Jason Agostino and Chief Pharmacist Mike 

Stevens have commenced to raise advocacy strategies on concerning medication shortages that 

Indigenous communities are experiencing.  

• The Biyani team and the ATSIHC Chair met with the President of the AMD Council to discuss 

ways the College can increase leadership opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

physicians within the Division. The Biyani team is now supporting the AMD Council to develop 

options for an allyship model to support leadership opportunities and member-led advocacy 

across the Division.      

2 - Workforce and healthcare reform 

• Pre-Budget submission centred on the findings of the recent survey on member priorities which 

resulted in several Budget wins. Related media releases in the lead up and post Budget include: 

Feb a, Feb b, March a, March b.  

• Submitted and promoted the 2025 Pre-Election Statement. It has been distributed to members 

and external stakeholders and is the platform for ongoing advocacy. Related media release 

which supports ongoing advocacy focused on workforce, climate change and medicine 

shortages. Pre-election campaign work is ongoing.  

• Submission to the TGA consultation: Medicines shortages - reportable medicines, with a media 

release welcoming the TGA’s intent to extend the minimum reporting timeframe for shortages, 

aligned with our advocacy to the TGA on medicines shortages. 

• Article on ‘Evolving clinical practice to curb antimicrobial resistance’ in the CSIRO AMR Action 

and Insights Education hub, featuring RACP President Professor Jennifer Martin and President of 

the Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases Professor Joseph Doyle  

• P&A Team and TSANZ reviewing the TSANZ Paediatrics Evolve Top-5 recommendations. 

• A range of work across States and Territories on workforce issues is outlined below 

3 - Climate  

• Singaporean delegation visit: In January 2025, the College hosted health officials and 

academics from Singapore as part of the delegation’s study trip to Sydney to learn about 

healthcare environmental sustainability. RACP President Professor Martin and College CEO 

Steffen Faurby provide opening and closing remarks alongside a presentation from Professor 

Lynne Madden, Chair of the Climate Change and Health Multi-College Advisory Committee 

(MCAC). 

• Health and fossil fuels position statement: The RACP’s lead body on climate change and 

health policy and advocacy, the Climate Change and Health Working Group (CCHWG), met in 

March 2025 to plan for the development of an Evidence Review and Position Statement on 

health and fossil fuels.  

https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2025-pre-budget-submission-to-the-australian-treasury.pdf?sfvrsn=364ca21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/federal-budget-must-make-specialist-medical-care-more-accessible-for-rural-australians-doctors-say
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/extreme-weather-health-impacts-underscore-the-need-for-transitioning-away-from-fossil-fuels-doctors-say
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/federal-budget-fund-solutions-to-medicine-shortages-make-specialist-medical-care-more-accessible-for-rural-australians
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/federal-budget-doctors-warn-medicine-shortages-will-continue-if-more-not-made-in-australia
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/2025-federal-election-statement-the-healthcare-australians-need.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/ederal-election-urgent-action-on-specialist-workforce-climate-change-and-medicine-shortages-critical-to-ensuring-australians-health-doctors-warn
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-to-tga-consultation-reportable-medicines-and-timeframes-for-discontinuations.pdf?sfvrsn=6361a21a_4#:~:text=The%20RACP%20and%20associated%20RACP,after%20the%20decision%20is%20made).
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/one-in-four-australians-are-struggling-to-access-medicines-doctors-say-new-rule-will-help-but-more-needed-to-address-shortages
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/one-in-four-australians-are-struggling-to-access-medicines-doctors-say-new-rule-will-help-but-more-needed-to-address-shortages
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-to-the-tga-on-medicines-shortages-in-australia.pdf?sfvrsn=db7bdb1a_6
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Famr-action.au%2Fevolving-clinical-practice-to-curb-amr%2F&data=05%7C02%7CStephanie.Wrightman%40racp.edu.au%7C351ca0e9a6764f1b243408dd6cf6a684%7C09c2d83fca574dad8a0b502b18e773e8%7C0%7C0%7C638786528849173379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j4VIr9t4hcw%2B%2FrB9JnCT%2BNkKaTiDk%2FNKVUeMeqoerKc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.racp.edu.au/evolve/recommendations/thoracic-society-of-australia-and-new-zealand-paediatrics
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• Health College Working Group on Climate Change and Health: Dr Arnagretta Hunter, Acting 

CPAC Chair and member of the CCHWG, attended the February 2025 meeting of the Australian 

Government’s Health Colleges Working Group on Climate Change and Health (HCWG). The 

HCWG is developing a Framework for Collaborative Action on Climate and Health (Framework) 

for health colleges across a range of domains to address actions in the National Health and 

Climate Strategy. The February 2025 meeting focused on developing the Framework’s first 

domain, ‘Advocacy, Partnerships, and Position Statement’.  

• RACP President-led member meetings: RACP President Professor Martin met with members 

to discuss the RACP’s climate change and health work, which covered the Australian and global 

context of climate change work and current challenges facing NT communities. 

• Climate in P&A advocacy: Climate change and health has been a key part of recent cross-P&A 

work, including the 2025 pre-budget statement, Australian Federal Election Statement, and WA 

election statement.  

• Media on extreme weather and fossil fuels: The RACP issued a media release about extreme 

weather and the need to transition away from fossil fuels, calling for all governments to transition 

away from fossil fuels and invest in climate-resilient health systems. 

 

4 - Populations in Focus 

Paediatrics and Child Health 

• PCHD led the RACP endorsement of the National Guideline for Newborn Screening (NBS) in 

Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) in Australia and New Zealand.  

• Dr Helen Van Gessel, RACP WA Committee Chair and Professor Nitin Kapur, PCHD President 

wrote to the WA Premier to express concern regarding the Government’s proposal to support 

GPs to diagnose and treat ADHD.  

• RACP President Professor Jennifer Martin and PCHD President Professor Nitin Kapur wrote to 

the Hon Timothy Nicholls MP, Queensland Minister for Health and Ambulance Services, to offer 

to work with the Minister and his Department to ensure young people and their families have 

access to appropriate specialist gender services. This was accompanied by an RACP statement 

to members. 

Adolescent and Young Adult Medicine 

• Work continues on the Youth Appropriate Health Care (YAHC) position statement. The last 

YAHC Working Group meeting focused on further developing and refining the draft position 

statement and embedding the voice of young people into the document, acknowledging the 

information obtained from the Youth Advisory Group. This position statement will undergo internal 

and external consultation later this year. 

Disability  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2023-12%2Fnational-health-and-climate-strategy.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEkta.Sharma%40racp.edu.au%7C25dbf481c2b74d4acc3608dcc31971d1%7C09c2d83fca574dad8a0b502b18e773e8%7C0%7C0%7C638599761259162812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YxjxMSHHH%2FKmT6AuUQ9K672rS2pI74bLnehFStoVPu0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2F2023-12%2Fnational-health-and-climate-strategy.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CEkta.Sharma%40racp.edu.au%7C25dbf481c2b74d4acc3608dcc31971d1%7C09c2d83fca574dad8a0b502b18e773e8%7C0%7C0%7C638599761259162812%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YxjxMSHHH%2FKmT6AuUQ9K672rS2pI74bLnehFStoVPu0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2025-pre-budget-submission-to-the-australian-treasury.pdf?sfvrsn=364ca21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2025-pre-budget-submission-to-the-australian-treasury.pdf?sfvrsn=364ca21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2025-pre-budget-submission-to-the-australian-treasury.pdf?sfvrsn=364ca21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-2025-pre-budget-submission-to-the-australian-treasury.pdf?sfvrsn=364ca21a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/2025-federal-election-statement-the-healthcare-australians-need.pdf?sfvrsn=3bcba41a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/2025-federal-election-statement-the-healthcare-australians-need.pdf?sfvrsn=3bcba41a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/2025-federal-election-statement-the-healthcare-australians-need.pdf?sfvrsn=3bcba41a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/2025-federal-election-statement-the-healthcare-australians-need.pdf?sfvrsn=3bcba41a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/2025-federal-election-statement-the-healthcare-australians-need.pdf?sfvrsn=3bcba41a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/healthy-workforce-healthy-communities-2025-western-australian-election-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=93d4a51a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/healthy-workforce-healthy-communities-2025-western-australian-election-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=93d4a51a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/healthy-workforce-healthy-communities-2025-western-australian-election-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=93d4a51a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/healthy-workforce-healthy-communities-2025-western-australian-election-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=93d4a51a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/healthy-workforce-healthy-communities-2025-western-australian-election-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=93d4a51a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/extreme-weather-health-impacts-underscore-the-need-for-transitioning-away-from-fossil-fuels-doctors-say
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/news-and-events/racp-president-letter_gender-care_qld-18feb2025.pdf?sfvrsn=3448a41a_0
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/all-news/news-details?id=88fac5af-bbb2-61c2-b08b-ff01001c3177
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• The Department of Health and Aged Care (DOHAC) leads the implementation of the National 

Roadmap for Improving the Health of People with Intellectual Disability and publishes an annual 

progress report. The RACP contributed to the 2024 report, providing information on its activities, 

including submissions, media releases, online learning course development, and advocacy 

efforts.  

Rehabilitation  

• The Bi-National Rehabilitation Position Statement (BNRPS) Working Group has met twice. 

Members have contributed evidence, data, and case studies. In March, the Working Group 

reviewed a draft framework and is nearing agreement on key content. 

Palliative medicine 

• Social media posts were made to support National Advance Care Planning Week (17–23 March 

2025).  

Addiction medicine 

• In consultation with Dr Jim Finn (AChAM Queensland Branch Convenor), the AChAM President, 

Professor Adrian Dunlop and the Queensland Committee Acting Chair, Dr Sarah Brown, jointly 

wrote to the Queensland Premier, The Hon David Crisafulli, calling on his government to maintain 

drug checking services at both festivals and fixed sites and to adopt a health-focused approach 

to alcohol and drug policy to save lives and improve community safety. The letter included the 

recently published RACP Position Statement titled Achieving a health-focused approach to drug 

policy in Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand as an attachment.  

Occupational and environmental medicine 

• In March, several occupational and environmental physicians and respiratory physicians met with 

Safe Work Australia (SWA) on the review of the Engineered Stone Prohibition.  

COVID-19 

• The final iteration of the COVID-19 Living Narrative was published in March, providing a historical 

overview of approved policy and advocacy activities undertaken by the RACP in response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic between March 2020 and November 2024. It highlights the enormous 

contributions of the RACP COVID-19 Expert Reference Group, Fellows, Trainees and RACP 

staff. 

Healthcare worker health 

• The Improving the Health of Healthcare Workers Working Group met in March to continue 

development of the new guidance document. The guidance document makes the case for why 

the health status of healthcare workers needs attention, addresses the hazards in health care, 

and provides guidance on how to respond. 

https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-roadmap-for-improving-the-health-of-people-with-intellectual-disability
https://www.health.gov.au/our-work/national-roadmap-for-improving-the-health-of-people-with-intellectual-disability
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-position-statement-achieving-a-health-focused-approach-to-drug-policy-in-australia-and-aotearoa-new-zealand.pdf?sfvrsn=7f8a01a_20
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-position-statement-achieving-a-health-focused-approach-to-drug-policy-in-australia-and-aotearoa-new-zealand.pdf?sfvrsn=7f8a01a_20
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-covid-19-living-narrative.pdf?sfvrsn=dc60a41a_4
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Aotearoa New Zealand 

Regulatory Standards Bill: The Māori Health Committee (with support from Policy and 

Advocacy) opposed the proposed Regulatory Standards Bill in a submission to the Justice 

Committee. The submission cited concerns about its content and implications for Aotearoa New 

Zealand.  

• Budget Policy Statement 2025: The RACP submitted on the Budget Policy Statement, noting 

its concern about the lack of focus on health, climate change and no clear consideration of the 

Government’s obligations under te Tiriti o Waitangi. The RACP called for more detail on how it 

will strategically invest to address the societal factors that affect health and for the Government to 

support labour intensive services and public health as a specialist service. 

• ADHD Stimulant Treatment: The RACP submitted to Pharmac and Medsafe in support of their 

proposed change in regulatory and funding restrictions to allow more medical practitioners and 

nurse practitioners to diagnose and prescribe treatments for ADHD, provided that this is balanced 

with carefully considered models of care focusing on patient safety.  

• Insulation requirements in housing and other buildings: The RACP submitted to Hīkina 

Whakatutuki | Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment to support the development of 

mandatory requirements to provide adequate insulation in buildings, particularly homes, to keep 

them warm, dry and healthy, as well as increase energy efficiency.  

• Principles of Treaty of Waitangi Bill (oral submission): Following the RACP submission to the 

Justice Committee, on 24 February, Māori Health Committee chair Dr Matt Wheeler made an oral 

presentation to the Justice Committee, reported on by Stuff. 

• MSD’s Disability Support Services Consultation Survey: member feedback was provided to 

MSD to inform recommendations to the Government about how to effectively stabilise and 

improve the system. 

• Work with engineered stone and crystalline silica: The RACP submitted to the Hīkina 

Whakatutuki | Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment calling for a complete ban on 

imports and fabrication of engineered stone to halt further harm to workers. The RACP also 

called for mandatory health and exposure monitoring, supported by an official national registry of 

people with workplace silica dust exposure and a National Occupational Health and Wellbeing 

Service. This was followed up with a media statement. 

• Consultation on safety measures for the use of puberty blockers in young people with 

gender-related health needs: Dr Hamish McCay, RACP Aotearoa New Zealand President and 

Dr Rosemary Marks met with Ministry of Health officials, noting that the RACP 2020 statement on 

the treatment of children and young people with gender dysphoria remains the current RACP 

position in this space. 

• Govt move to raise age of free bowel cancer screenings for Māori and Pacific People will 

cost lives, doctors warn: The Māori Health Committee led a media release with support from 

P&A warning against the New Zealand Government's decision to scrap the free bowel screening 

https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/regulatory-standards-bill.pdf?sfvrsn=8d50a21a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/the-royal-australasian-college-of-physicians-submission-to-the-finance-and-expenditure-committee-budget-policy-statement-2025.pdf?sfvrsn=ababa51a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-to-pharmac-te-pataka-whaioranga-and-medsafe-on-the-proposal-to-change-the-regulatory-and-funding-restrictions-for-stimulant-treatments-for-adhd.pdf?sfvrsn=eb4ba51a_4
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-h%C4%ABkina-whakatutuki-ministry-of-business-innovation-and-employment-insulation-requirements-in-housing.pdf?sfvrsn=92dba41a_4
https://racp.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/PAT/EQlO4_SNSwNAkJPPTtD5ChoBRl5cpbCe_-8h24njgt9zJA?e=jujJ5V&CID=376c99c6-6f9a-bc0d-5cee-038c6814a8aa&clickParams=eyJYLUFwcE5hbWUiOiJNaWNyb3NvZnQgT3V0bG9vayBXZWIgQXBwIiwiWC1BcHBWZXJzaW9uIjoiMjAyNDEyMTMwMDIuMTciLCJPUyI6IldpbmRvd3MgMTEifQ%3D%3D
https://www.stuff.co.nz/nz-news/360591205/treaty-principles-bill-david-seymour-simeon-brown-and-equity-box-cricket
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/racp-submission-work-with-engineered-stone-and-materials-containing-crystalline-silica.pdf?sfvrsn=8b65a41a_10
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/engineered-stone-no-one-should-be-exposed-to-deadly-dust-just-by-showing-up-for-work
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/racp-statement-on-gender-dysphoria
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/govt-move-to-raise-age-of-free-bowel-cancer-screenings-for-m%C4%81ori-and-pacific-people-will-cost-lives-doctors-warn
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/govt-move-to-raise-age-of-free-bowel-cancer-screenings-for-m%C4%81ori-and-pacific-people-will-cost-lives-doctors-warn
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program for Māori and Pasifika in favour of a population-wide program as it will exacerbate health 

inequities between Māori, Pasifika and non-Māori, resulting in more bowel cancer deaths, 

delayed diagnoses, and reduced life expectancy. 

 

State and territory advocacy 

Northern Territory   

• Continued liaison with NT-based Fellows concerned about climate change and health in the NT. 

• Engagement with the RANZCP about potential joint advocacy to support the health of young 

people in the NT criminal justice system. 

South Australia  

• SA paediatricians represented the RACP at the first meeting of the SA Autism Assessment and 

Diagnosis Advisory Group, chaired by the SA Minister for Autism. 

• The SA Committee Chair and two SA Committee Members led a Workforce and Member 

Wellbeing Advocacy Focus Group with SA Fellows and Trainees to discuss local workforce and 

wellbeing concerns. 

• The RACP welcomed the South Australian Government's decision to ban junk food 

advertisements on public transport and has called on other jurisdictions to follow its lead. 

Western Australia   

• The RACP’s 2025 Western Australian Election Statement was published ahead of the WA 

Election on 8 March 2025. It was provided to the major political parties and accompanied by a 

media release. 

• The WA Committee Chair and PCHD President wrote to the WA Premier, WA Minister for Health; 

Mental Health and WA Shadow Minister for Health; Mental Health about several PCHD issues. 

This included the Government’s proposal to support GPs to diagnose and treat ADHD and the 

need for paediatric engagement in the governance of the Child Development Services System 

Reform.  

NSW/ACT 

• The RACP continued to assist The Special Commission of Inquiry into Healthcare Funding by 

responding to the Outline of Submissions by Counsel Assisting. 

• The RACP wrote to the NSW Government seeking an update following the NSW Drug Summit. 

Victoria  

• The President of the RACP and the Victorian Committee Chair wrote to the outgoing Secretary of 

the Victorian Department of Health to thank them for their support and also wrote to the incoming 

Secretary to invite her to a future Victorian Committee meeting. 

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-items/autism-assessment-and-diagnosis-advisory-group-comes-together-for-the-first-time#:~:text=Headed%20by%20newly%20appointed%20Minister,and%20identify%20opportunities%20for%20reform.
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/media-releases/news-items/autism-assessment-and-diagnosis-advisory-group-comes-together-for-the-first-time#:~:text=Headed%20by%20newly%20appointed%20Minister,and%20identify%20opportunities%20for%20reform.
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/paediatricians-welcome-south-australia-s-junk-food-ads-ban-call-on-others-to-follow-suit
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/advocacy-library/healthy-workforce-healthy-communities-2025-western-australian-election-statement.pdf?sfvrsn=93d4a51a_6
https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/wa-election-physicians-call-for-a-health-system-that-supports-doctors-patients-and-communities#:~:text=11%20February%202025&text=Dr%20Van%20Gessel%20says%20the,Strait%20Islander%20doctors%20as%20physicians.%E2%80%9D
https://healthcarefunding.specialcommission.nsw.gov.au/assets/Uploads/closing-submissions/Submission-Royal-Australasian-College-of-Physicians-RACP.pdf
https://healthcarefunding.specialcommission.nsw.gov.au/assets/Uploads/closing-submissions/Submission-Royal-Australasian-College-of-Physicians-RACP.pdf
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Queensland  

• Professor Brian Wood, Past Qld Committee Chair, Professor Nitin Kapur, PCHD President, Dr 

Danya Law, Qld Committee Workforce Lead, P&A team and Qld SEO met with the Hon. Timothy 

Nicholls MP, Qld Minister for Health and Ambulance Services to discuss physician workforce 

concerns. 

• The RACP called on the Queensland Government to undertake thorough consultation before 

introducing physician assistants, flagging that such a move may significantly impact how training 

for medical students and junior doctors is conducted. 

Tasmania  

• Dr Theresa Naidoo, the Tasmanian Committee Interim Chair, and Dr Rhea Psereckis, Tasmanian 

member of the AFPHM P&A Committee, represented the RACP at a Key Informant Interview in 

relation to the development of the Tasmanian 20-Year Preventive Health Strategy. 

• Dr Theresa Naidoo, Tasmanian Committee Interim Chair and Tasmanian Committee Members, 

Dr Zhen Lim, A/Prof Heinrich Weber and Dr Matt Lee-Archer met with the Hon. Jacquie Petrusma 

MP, Tasmanian Minister for Health, to discuss issues relating to the physician and trainee 

physician workforce and priority populations in Tasmania. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your feedback 

We understand the importance of feedback. If you have the time, please complete a 2-question survey to 

help us understand if this is a helpful report and any improvements. 

Complete survey here 

 

 

P&A Team 

For more information, contact the Policy and Advocacy Team 

policy@racp.edu.au (Australia)  

policy@racp.org.nz (Aotearoa New Zealand) 

https://www.racp.edu.au/news-and-events/media-releases/medical-experts-call-on-qld-gov-to-undertake-thorough-consultation-before-introducing-physician-assistants
https://www.health.tas.gov.au/20-year-preventive-health-strategy
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=P9jCCVfKrU2KC1ArGOdz6LeUruKSnT9Cv0Lp9quc8WdUNlVQRzNLMzRUTkczTEw2TUxRRDZUVjJTVi4u
mailto:policy@racp.edu.au
mailto:policy@racp.org.nz

	The Royal Australasian College of Physicians
	Table of Contents
	Highlights
	Stakeholder meetings
	Media advocacy
	Submissions and endorsements
	CPAC plan focus areas
	1 - First Nations health and equity
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Committee

	2 - Workforce and healthcare reform
	3 - Climate
	4 - Populations in Focus
	Aotearoa New Zealand
	State and territory advocacy
	Your feedback

