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Reason for Change

The following trainees are required to complete the EPE:
 New trainees who commenced in 2025 (new Curriculum).
 Trainees who commenced in 2024 who did not successfully 

complete Module 2 last year (new Curriculum).
 Trainees who commenced before 2024 who have not successfully 

completed Module 2 previously (PREP Curriculum).

The Entry Phase Examination has replaced the Module 2 
Clinical Assessment from 2025 for all trainees.

A key change in the Rehabilitation Medicine 
(adult) new curriculum is the modification of the 
Module 2 Clinical Assessment, which has been 
renamed the AFRM Entry Phase Exam (EPE).



What is the Entry Phase Exam?



What is the Entry Phase Exam?

Purpose:

The EPE assesses trainee readiness for their 
progression through training. 

Trainees must demonstrate competence in 
foundational rehabilitation concepts, clinical 
skills, and knowledge while embodying 
professional behaviours.



EPE webpage

https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/examinations/afrm-entry-phase-examination?_zs=AuRjo&_zl=Bm783


Entry Phase Exam: Format

6-7 live stations
3-4 static stations At least 2 rest stations

4-min reading time
10-min station time

To pass: achieve 
required minimum total 
score (depth) and pass 
6+ stations (breadth)

10 station 
OSCE



What is the Entry Phase Exam?
Focus: You are expected to be able to apply the 
clinical tasks and foundational concepts to the context 
of Rehabilitation Medicine knowledge areas.

Clinical tasks conducted professionally (EPAs & 
Competencies)

Foundational rehabilitation concepts

Knowledge Guides All Learning Goals in the new curriculum 
standards are potentially assessable. Priority knowledge areas 
are detailed on the EPE webpage.



Professional Competencies

• Your score for live stations is based on two components: 
marking guide scores specific to that station (60%) and 
professional competencies ratings (40%). 

• Professional competencies scores are determined using 
a pre-set rating scale for: 

• quality and safety of physical examination* 
• quality and safety of history taking*
• communication
• judgement and decision making
• medical expertise

Quality and safety of history taking and physical 
examination domains are only relevant to stations where 
you are required to complete these clinical tasks. All other 
domains are relevant in every live station.





What is the Entry Phase Exam?
Standard required:

Trainees in the PREP and new curriculum programs must meet 
the standard outlined in the Rehabilitation Medicine (adult) 
Learning, Teaching & Assessment Program. This will take into 
account:
• the knowledge and skills expected of a medical graduate with 

at least 2 years of postgraduate experience in the workplace,
• that trainees are expected to complete this program 

requirement during their Specialty Entry Phase (first year of 
training).

A comprehensive knowledge and understanding of subspeciality 
rehabilitation medicine concepts isn't expected for this exam.

https://elearning.racp.edu.au/course/view.php?id=356&section=6#lta
https://elearning.racp.edu.au/course/view.php?id=356&section=6#lta


Key differences between Module 2 
and the EPE
Entry Phase Exam Module 2

Number of OSCE 
stations

10 (at least 3 static) 7

Number of stations 
required to pass

6+ 5+

Standard required Expected completion in 
Specialty Entry Phase (first 
year).

Expected completion in first 
two years of training.

Time management Candidate’s responsibility to 
manage time.
7-min alert and 
recommendations provided.

Examiners kept time and 
asked trainees to move on 
when required.

Professional 
competencies/ 
behaviour 
weighting

40% of total score in live 
stations (Professional 
Competencies Rating Scale)

30% of total score in live 
stations (Professional 
Behaviour Rating Scale)



Key similarities between Module 2 
and the EPE

• Purpose
• Focus
• Exam dates: application and exam
• Professional behaviours/competencies: 

assessed in live stations



Location and Allocation



Location

14/04/2025

2025 EPE date:
Sunday, 24 August



Allocation

• Allocation email:
• Confirms candidate’s eligibility
• Session and arrival time (morning and afternoon)
• Location and address
• What to bring to the exam

• ~6 weeks prior to exam
• Timetabling considerations:

• Approved Special Considerations
• Individual circumstances such as candidate’s location
• Conflicts of Interest



Examination Day



Exam Day Overview
Arrival and sign 

in
(30-45mins before 

exam start)

Pre-exam brief 
by Chief 
Examiner 

(20mins before 
exam start)

Phones and 
personal 

belongings stored 
securely

Seated outside 
first station 
(5mins before 

exam start)

Exam begins
(10 OSCE stations 
and at least 2 rest 

stations)

Exam ends 
(approx. 3 hours)

Post-exam de-
brief by Chief 

Examiner

Personal 
belongings 
returned

Candidates 
leave exam 

venue



Completing the exam

End of station time: bell rings. Exit the station and move directly to your next reading time.

7-minute alert: warning for candidates that there are 3 minutes remaining. 

10-minute station time: Enter the station (bring your candidate ID stickers, hand to examiners).

End of reading time: bell rings

4-minute reading time: Candidate Information Sheet is attached to your seat by a lanyard

Exam starts with an announcement: “You may now begin reading”



Incidents
• If you feel unsafe, stop immediately and seek help from the 

examiners, nurses or staff. Stopping for safety reasons will 
not affect examination assessment.

• Report any incidents to the Examiners or RACP Staff. They 
will complete an Incident Report and submit to the RACP. 
The Chief Examiner will also be informed.

• You can ask to complete an incident report on the day. 
• You may also wish to submit an application for Special 

Consideration if you believe the incident impacted your 
performance due to technical or procedural issues. 

• Applications are due to the RACP via email within five (5) 
days from your exam date.



Preparation and Resources 



Preparation suggestions
• Practice clinical skills and professional competencies in your 

training setting.
• Review the Professional Competencies Rating Scales and 

regularly seek and act on feedback on your clinical skills 
and professional behaviour in your clinical workplace (e.g. 
work-based assessments such as Observation and Learning 
captures, ITLCAs).

• Self-directed study of the AFRM Knowledge Guides and 
foundational rehabilitation concepts, especially those identified 
as a focus for the EPE.

• Practice your exam technique with your peers and 
supervisor using the EPE Sample Stations. 

• Watch videos and presentations on the AFRM resources 
webpage and RACP Online Learning.

You are encouraged you to familiarise yourself with the 

new Curriculum Standards and use them as a resource 

for your preparation for the EPE. 



Examination technique tips
General
• Your responses should relate to the scenario
• Adhere to time management recommendations provided in the Candidate 

Information Sheet (examples available in Sample Stations and EPE 
webpage).

Live stations:
• Always practice hand hygiene
• Communication should be respectful, clear, empathetic, structured (standard 

is in the PCRS)
• Apply a systematic approach to physical examination and history taking
• Use terminology that is appropriate for the scenario

Static stations:
• Stem is provided inside the room on your Candidate Question and Answer 

Sheet – you can make notes on this if you wish



Preparation Resource

https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/trainees/examinations/afrm-epe-purpose-standard-format-and-preparation.pdf?Status=Temp&sfvrsn=a79aa71a_4


Sample Stations
Serve as educational resources and examples of how 
curriculum areas, including skills, knowledge and 
professional behaviors, can be represented in the EPE.
Preparation tool for practice of exam technique.
Developed from past Module 2 stations to align with the 
EPE focus and standard.

They do not represent the exact content or question 
combination of future exam stations.
The marking guides do not represent a 
precise/recommended structure for how candidates 
should organise their response/physical examination.



Support and further information



Where to find EPE information

EPE webpage:
• Location
• Key dates
• Exam eligibility
• Attempt limit and progression
• Application process
• Format – live and static
• Curriculum focus
• Exam day – example 

timetables, exam 
proceedings and protocol, 
roles of examiners and 
observers

• What to bring to the exam
• Time management
• Preparation tips and 

resources
• Professional Competencies
• Marking, results process and 

feedback

https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/examinations/afrm-entry-phase-examination?_zs=AuRjo&_zl=Bm783


Special Consideration for 
Assessment

• Permanent or temporary disabilities (medical or other relevant 
conditions).

• Pregnancy and breastfeeding needs.
• Non-medical compassionate grounds or serious disruptions.
• Essential commitments (religious, cultural, societal, legal obligations).
• Technical issues encountered during an examination.

Eligible for Special Consideration

• Failure to meet RACP assessment standards.
• Late examination applications.
• Exhausted examination attempts.
• Exceeded time limits for training completion.
• Late training applications.

Not Eligible for Special Consideration



Special Consideration for 
Assessment: Pre-examination

• Definition: Refers to incidents or issues that arise prior to the start of 
an examination.

• Submission: Requests must be submitted via email as soon as 
possible.

• Outcomes: May result in provisions, revised allocations, or refunds. 
The outcome will be communicated when allocations are confirmed or 
as soon as possible if submitted after allocation release.

• Notification: Applicants will be notified at least two business days 
before the exam, or within 20 business days of receiving a complete 
application.

• Types of Assistance: Support is limited to what is reasonably 
available in an RACP trainee’s workplace—e.g., special equipment or 
assessment adjustments.

• Limitations: Due to the complexity of some exams, not all requests 
can be accommodated.



Special Consideration for 
Assessment: Post-examination

• Definition: Applies to incidents or issues that occur after an examination has 
commenced and cannot be resolved or compensated for during the 
assessment.

• Eligibility: Limited to technical or procedural issues, or temporary disability 
occurring during the exam.

• Submission: Requests must be submitted within five business days of 
completing the examination.

• Possible Outcomes: May include redesignation of the exam outcome (e.g. 
attempt or no-attempt), or a refund where appropriate.

• Supplementary Exam Attempt: Available only for Divisional Clinical 
Examinations in cases of significant technical or procedural issues, subject to 
Committee review.

• Review Process: Applications are reviewed during the Results Meeting, and 
outcomes are communicated with the official results release.

• Limitations: Will not result in additional marks or a change in grade. Exams 
will not be re-scored, re-assessed, or granted a pass based solely on special 
consideration.



Withdrawing
• Consider your personal circumstances and 

impacts on your progression through 
training. 

• If you are no longer able to or not ready to 
sit the exam, you can elect to withdraw. 
• Withdrawals before the start of the exam 

(including on exam day) will not be counted as 
an attempt. 

• Withdrawing partway through the exam will be 
counted as an attempt unless exceptional 
circumstances can be demonstrated. 

• See College Fees Terms and Conditions.

14/04/2025

Please don’t hesitate to contact us at any time, we’re here to help you.

https://www.racp.edu.au/become-a-physician/fees/terms-and-conditions


Reconsideration, Review, and 
Appeals

• Review Process: If a Special Consideration application is 
unsuccessful, trainees may request reconsideration or review 
through the College's Reconsideration, Review, and Appeals 
process.

• Eligibility: A Reconsideration, Review, or Appeal can only be 
initiated after submitting a Special Consideration for Assessment. 

• Limitations: The Reconsideration, Review, and Appeals By-law 
applies only to decisions made by College Bodies and does not 
include examination results, as they are based on established 
assessment criteria. 

• Reconsideration, Review and Appeals Process By-law 

https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/about/governance/reconsideration-review-and-appeals-by-law.pdf?sfvrsn=da93331a_12


Support

14/04/2025

The RACP Support Program offers 24/7 confidential assistance through 
Converge International. This free service is available to all Fellows and 
trainees for support before or after the exam.

Please review the exam format, permissible items, timetables, and 
expectations on the EPE website to prepare for the exam.

Access webinars, presentations, and the RACP Online Learning 
resources, including the AFRM Resources page.

The Faculty and Chapter Examinations team is here to help you. Please 
contact us to discuss any questions or concerns. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.racp.edu.au%2Ffellows%2Fphysician-health-and-wellbeing%2Fi-need-support%2Fracp-support-program&data=05%7C01%7Cexaminations%40racp.edu.au%7Cb581626a60f54e2bc85308daf8668b5e%7C09c2d83fca574dad8a0b502b18e773e8%7C0%7C0%7C638095416597387997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r7mVlgIx2drFgg1YGEAewAA%2FrL755Ey9p7dont6owkA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/examinations/afrm-entry-phase-examination
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fracp.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0yOTgwMjQ3JnA9MSZ1PTU0Mjc3NjkzNSZsaT0zMjczMzc3MA%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.hando%40racp.edu.au%7C5d4e31c051834f65bab608dc4477a70d%7C09c2d83fca574dad8a0b502b18e773e8%7C0%7C0%7C638460527905974603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7SCvm2cBImUYCmxB50OTgECMalqJfLb1vCjWtHkCNoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fracp.informz.net%2Fz%2FcjUucD9taT0yOTgwMjQ3JnA9MSZ1PTU0Mjc3NjkzNSZsaT0zMjczMzc3MA%2Findex.html&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.hando%40racp.edu.au%7C5d4e31c051834f65bab608dc4477a70d%7C09c2d83fca574dad8a0b502b18e773e8%7C0%7C0%7C638460527905974603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7SCvm2cBImUYCmxB50OTgECMalqJfLb1vCjWtHkCNoQ%3D&reserved=0


Contacts

Contact the Faculty & Chapter Examinations team
Faculty.Examinations@racp.edu.au 

Australia Aotearoa New Zealand
1300 697 227 (+61 2 9256 

5444)
0508 697 227 (+64 4 472 

6713)

mailto:Faculty.Examinations@racp.edu.au


Resources Summary

• Entry Phase Examination webpage:
• Preparation resource
• Sample Stations

• AFRM Training Resources
• RACP Online Learning
• Education Policies
• Wellbeing and RACP Support Program

https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/examinations/afrm-entry-phase-examination
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/trainees/examinations/afrm-epe-purpose-standard-format-and-preparation.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/docs/default-source/trainees/examinations/afrm-adult-epe-sample-stations.pdf
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/training-resources/afrm
https://elearning.racp.edu.au/course/view.php?id=242
https://www.racp.edu.au/trainees/education-policies-and-governance/education-policies
https://www.racp.edu.au/fellows/wellbeing


Questions



Best wishes
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